
  

 
      May 20, 2009 
 
Mr. Peter Crane 
6545 27th Ave. NW 
Seattle, Washington  98117 
 
Dear Mr. Crane: 
 
This letter responds to your April 13, 2009, letter to the Chairman and the Commissioners of the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regarding the selection process used for the 
appointment of the patients’ rights advocate position on the Advisory Committee on the Medical 
Uses of Isotopes (ACMUI).   
 
In your letter, you indicated that the NRC staff concealed information from the Commission 
regarding the affiliation of the patients’ rights advocate.  This matter has been referred to the 
NRC’s Office of the Inspector General for review and action, as that office deems appropriate. 
 
It is my understanding that your request for information is being processed by the NRC staff 
under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Your request will be handled in accordance with 
the agency’s FOIA procedures, which provide an opportunity for an appeal.   
 
Finally, you suggested adding a second patients’ rights advocate position to the ACMUI.  At this 
point, I do not believe a change to the current composition of the committee is warranted.  The 
NRC understands your view that individuals with a variety of professional associations are 
preferred sources for candidates to serve as the patient advocate on the ACMUI, and we 
welcome any suggestions you may have on expanding the pool of potential nominees.  Thank 
you for your continued interest in this area. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 /RA Bruce Mallett for/ 
 
 Martin J. Virgilio 

Deputy Executive Director for Materials, Waste, 
Research, State, Tribal, and Compliance Programs 
Office of the Executive Director for Operations 
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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regarding the selection process used for the 
appointment of the patients’ rights advocate position on the Advisory Committee on the Medical 
Uses of Isotopes (ACMUI).   
 
In your letter, you indicated that the NRC staff concealed information from the Commission 
regarding the affiliation of the patients’ rights advocate.  This matter has been referred to the 
NRC’s Office of the Inspector General for review and action, as that office deems appropriate. 
 
It is my understanding that the NRC staff is currently processing your request for information 
under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Your request will be handled in accordance with 
the agency’s FOIA procedures, which provide an opportunity for an appeal.  
 
Finally, you suggested adding a second patients’ rights advocate position to the ACMUI.  At this 
point, I do not believe a change to the current composition of the committee is warranted.  The 
NRC understands your view that individuals with different professional associations are 
preferred sources for candidates to serve as the patient advocate on the ACMUI.  In the future, 
you may wish to nominate or encourage these organizations to nominate an individual when a 
vacancy occurs.  Thank you for your continued interest in this area. 
 
   Sincerely, 
 
  
 /RA Bruce Mallett for/ 
  
 Martin J. Virgilio 

Deputy Executive Director for Materials, Waste,    
Research, State, Tribal, and Compliance Programs 
Office of the Executive Director for Operations 
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