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Issue for Consideration

Can finality be achieved for operational 
programs if they are fully described in the 
design certification document?



Sources of Information
10 CFR 52, Subpart B - Standard Design 
Certifications
10 CFR 52, Design Certification Appendices:
Appendix A: Advanced Boiling Water Reactor (ABWR)Appendix A: Advanced Boiling Water Reactor (ABWR)
Appendix B: System 80+ Design
Appendix C: AP600 Design
Appendix D: AP1000 Design

SECY-07-0152, Semiannual Update of the Status of 
New Reactor Licensing Activities and Future 
Planning for New Reactors



Design Certification Rules
Section VI. Issue Resolution (ABWR)

B. The Commission considers the following matters resolved within the meaning of 
10 CFR 52.63(a)(5) in subsequent proceedings for issuance of a combined license, 
amendment of a combined license, or renewal of a combined license, proceedings 
held under 10 CFR 52.103, and enforcement proceedings involving plants 

f i thi direferencing this appendix:
1. All nuclear safety issues, except for the general technical specifications and 
other operational requirements, associated with the information in the FSER…

C. The Commission does not consider operational requirements for an 
applicant or licensee who references this appendix to be matters resolved
within the meaning of 10 CFR 52.63(a)(5).  The Commission reserves the 
right to require operational requirements for an applicant or licensee who 
references this appendix by rule, regulation, order, or license condition.



Design Certification Rules

The DCRs for the ABWR, System 80+, 
AP600, and AP1000 designs contain identical 
language associated with the Commission not 
extending finality as defined in 10 CFR 
52.63(a)(5) to operational programs in 
Section VI. Issue Resolution 

Section VIII. Processes for Changes and 
Departures - C. Operational Requirements



Operational Requirements

“operational requirements” vs. “operational 
programs”

Operational requirements were those specified 
in the design certification application that 
were deemed necessary and material for the 
staff to make their findings

Focus of the language in Section VI.C was on 
operational programs



Regulations

There are no regulatory requirements in 
Subpart B of Part 52 for design certification 
applicants to provide information on 
Operational Programs (other than QA forOperational Programs (other than QA for 
design)
All of the regulatory requirements for 
applicants to provide information on 
Operational Programs are contained in 
Subpart C and apply to the COL applicants



Design Centered Review Approach
Standardization of Operational Programs was discussed 
during roll out of Design-Centered-Review-Approach 
(DCRA) in 2006
SECY-07-152 discussed that standardization of operational 
programs was being pursued through development of 

l btemplates by NEI
Several templates already approved through topical reports
Early DCWG discussions focused on standardization for 
COLs within the same DCWG and, in some areas, across 
DCWGs
Early discussions did not touch on including operational 
programs in the DCDs and achieving finality



Actions
Finality of operational programs being reviewed 
internally

Today - solicit additional issues for consideration on 
finality of operational programsfinality of operational programs

Future meeting – discuss results on internal staff 
review of operational program finality issue

After discussions complete – NRC staff to consider 
how to document and communicate issue resolution
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