
May 14, 2009 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Jerald Head 
Senior Vice President, Regulatory Affairs 
GE-Hitachi Nuclear Energy  
PO Box 780 M/C A50 
Wilmington, NC  28402 
 
SUBJECT: IMPACT OF GE-HITACHI NUCLEAR ENERGY LICENSING TOPICAL REPORT 

ON ADVANCED BOILING WATER REACTOR CERTIFIED DESIGN   
 
Dear Mr. Head: 
 
By letter dated September 4, 2007, Mr. Joseph Savage of GE-Hitachi Nuclear Energy, 
Americas, LLC (GEH), submitted Licensing Topical Report (LTR) NEDO-33372 “Advanced 
Boiling Water Reactor (ABWR) Containment Analysis” for U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) review and approval.  The subject LTR identifies proposed changes to the ABWR Design 
Control Document (DCD) that “... [correct] identified deficiencies in the containment analysis in 
the ABWR DCD and are intended to be applicable to all combined license (COL) applicants that 
reference the ABWR design certification.”    
 
The NRC staff has not received any notification from GEH under 10 CFR Part 21 regarding the 
identified deficiencies to which the LTR refers.  The NRC staff requests that GEH: 
 

1) Evaluate, if GEH has not previously done so, whether each of the identified deficiencies 
to which the LTR refers is a defect in a facility, activity, or basic component (with 
reference to the ABWR standard design) or a failure of a facility, activity, or basic 
component to comply, as defined in Part 21; 

 
2) Inform the NRC staff of the results of the evaluations requested above and where the 

evaluations are documented and available for audit; 
 

3) Inform the NRC staff of any further action required pursuant to 10 CFR Part 21, if any, 
including reporting required under 10 CFR. § 21.21; and 

 
4) Whether the deficiencies are reportable under Part 21 or not, inform the NRC staff of any 

plans you might have to correct the identified deficiencies, other than through the vehicle 
of the LTR. 



 
Mr. Jearld Head    -2- 
 
 
We request that you respond within 30 days of the date of this letter.  If you have any questions 
please contact George Wunder of my staff at (301) 415-1494 or by email at 
George.Wunder@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Belkys Sosa, Branch Chief 
      ESBWR/ABWR Projects Branch 2 
      Division of New Reactor Licensing 
      Office of New Reactors 
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cc: 
Ms. Michele Boyd 
Legislative Director 
Energy Program 
Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy 
  and Environmental Program 
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20003 
       
Mr. Tom Sliva 
7207 IBM Drive 
Charlotte, NC  28262 
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Email 
APH@NEI.org   (Adrian Heymer) 
awc@nei.org   (Anne W. Cottingham) 
BrinkmCB@westinghouse.com   (Charles Brinkman) 
chris.maslak@ge.com   (Chris Maslak) 
CumminWE@Westinghouse.com   (Edward W. Cummins) 
cwaltman@roe.com   (C. Waltman) 
david.lewis@pillsburylaw.com   (David Lewis) 
ero@nrc.gov   (Eric Oesterle) 
george.honma@ge.com   (George Honma) 
GovePA@BV.com   (Patrick Gove) 
greshaja@westinghouse.com  (James Gresham) 
gzinke@entergy.com   (George Alan Zinke) 
jerald.head@ge.com   (Jerald G. Head) 
jgutierrez@morganlewis.com   (Jay M. Gutierrez) 
jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org   (James Riccio) 
JJNesrsta@cpsenergy.com  (James J. Nesrsta) 
John.O'Neill@pillsburylaw.com   (John O'Neill) 
Joseph_Hegner@dom.com    (Joseph Hegner) 
KSutton@morganlewis.com   (Kathryn M. Sutton) 
kwaugh@impact-net.org   (Kenneth O. Waugh) 
lchandler@morganlewis.com   (Lawrence J. Chandler) 
lon.burnam@house.state.tx.us   (Lon Burnam) 
Marc.Brooks@dhs.gov   (Marc Brooks) 
maria.webb@pillsburylaw.com   (Maria Webb) 
mark.beaumont@wsms.com   (Mark Beaumont) 
matias.travieso-diaz@pillsburylaw.com   (Matias Travieso-Diaz) 
media@nei.org   (Scott Peterson) 
mike_moran@fpl.com   (Mike Moran) 
MSF@nei.org   (Marvin Fertel) 
nirsnet@nirs.org   (Michael Mariotte) 
patriciaL.campbell@ge.com   (Patricia L. Campbell) 
paul.gaukler@pillsburylaw.com   (Paul Gaukler) 
Paul@beyondnuclear.org   (Paul Gunter) 
pshastings@duke-energy.com   (Peter Hastings) 
RJB@NEI.org   (Russell Bell) 
RKTemple@cpsenergy.com   (R.K. Temple) 
sabinski@suddenlink.net   (Steve A. Bennett) 
sandra.sloan@areva.com   (Sandra Sloan) 
SauerB@BV.com   (Robert C. Sauer) 
sfrantz@morganlewis.com   (Stephen P. Frantz) 
stephan.moen@ge.com   (Stephan Moen) 
tom.miller@hq.doe.gov   (Tom Miller) 
trsmith@winston.com   (Tyson Smith) 
Vanessa.quinn@dhs.gov   (Vanessa Quinn) 
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VictorB@bv.com   (Bill Victor) 
Wanda.K.Marshall@dom.com   (Wanda K. Marshall) 
wayne.marquino@ge.com   (Wayne Marquino) 
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