
 
 
 

April 15, 2009 
 
 
 
Mr. John Dobrin 
3337 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20010 
 
Dear Mr. Dobrin: 
 
I am responding to your March 15, 2009, letter addressed to the Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC).  In your letter, you expressed concern over use of lights at NRC 
headquarters buildings after normal work hours.  Please know the NRC has a very active and 
aggressive energy conservation program for its headquarters buildings.  There are some critical 
agency operations, however, that require around-the-clock staffing and must remain lit at all 
times.  In addition, the agency schedules many important facility support services during the 
evening or on weekends.  These services include daily office cleaning and other custodial 
activities, building systems preventive maintenance, elevator testing and repairs, and facility 
renovations and alterations.  Scheduling these services outside normal work hours reduces 
disruptions to agency mission operations and thereby increases overall agency efficiency.  As 
these after-hours activities are completed, both our facilities support staff and contractors are 
instructed to turn the lights off as they vacate an area.  As a second measure, our security 
personnel have been instructed to ensure that all unnecessary lights are turned off as they 
complete their periodic building inspections during off hours.   
 
At NRC, conserving energy is a goal we take very seriously and continue to work towards.  For 
example, at the headquarters complex we recently completed a major facility project to install 
3,800 new highly energy efficient T5 fluorescent light fixtures. This project alone will reduce 
energy usage by approximately 63,000 kilowatt hours per month.  NRC is the first Federal 
Government facility to incorporate this new lighting technology on such a large scale, and the 
agency is now serving as a model for other Federal facilities in the region.  NRC has also 
incorporated motion sensors into the lighting systems to reduce lighting usage throughout its 
facilities.  NRC has and will continue to incorporate energy saving programs and solutions to 
achieve Federal energy usage reduction goals. 
 
Should you have further questions or be interested in energy saving programs at the NRC, 
please contact Bahman Rowhani, Chief, Facilities Management Branch, at (301) 415-6467. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

/RA by Kathryn Greene for/ 
 

Timothy F. Hagan, Director 
Office of Administration 
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