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PMHarrisCOL PEmails

From: Donald Palmrose
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2009 5:33 PM
To: Snead, Paul
Cc: Douglas Bruner; Dirkes, Roger L
Subject: RAI response topic summaries for 3/18/09 call

Paul, 
 
Here are the summaries for the RAI response discussion tomorrow afternoon at 4 PM EDT.  Note: as was 
passed out today, use the same phone number tomorrow as was used for today's call. 
 
Terrestrial RAI 4.3.1-2 [PGN RAI ID# H-316 starting on page 114 of 208 in responses to NRC RAIs] 
 

Need to clarify that not only wetland survey results are requested—we also need the survey of upland 
habitats for new construction and roadway areas.  Need clarification as to whether these will be 
provided as part of the ‘wetland’ report in April. 

 
 
Terrestrial RAI 2.4.1-1 [PGN RAI ID# H-312 starting on page 104 of 208 in responses to NRC RAIs] 
 

No formal surveys for state-listed or federal listed species were conducted during the August 2006 
surveys.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife correspondence cited in the ER states a request that the surveys 
be conducted at the appropriate time of year to detect the protected plant species Michaux’s sumac 
and harperella. During the site audit, conversations with the contractor indicated that much of the area 
surveyed during August 2006 provided unsuitable habitat for state and federal listed species that are 
listed as important species in the ER.  Progress Energy’s response to information needs identified at 
the site audit indicated that the ecological observations report would be updated to include habitat type 
preferences of important species as defined in the ER, and any pertinent information from ecological 
field surveys/notes that indicated the suitability of potentially impacted habitats for listed species. The 
current version of the ecological observations report does not include observations documenting 
whether habitat exists for important state and federal listed species.  Can the contractors/surveyors 
provide a more detailed description regarding the suitability of the habitat surveyed for the state and 
federal listed species? 

 
 
Terrestrial RAI 2.4.1-3  [PGN RAI ID# H-313 starting on page 107 of 208 in responses to NRC RAIs] 
 

Please provide clarification regarding the presence or absence of vernal pools in the 220 to 240 ft 
contour area that will be inundated. Discussion at the site audit indicated that vernal pools were not 
present in the inundation area.  The current version of the ecological observations report does not 
address this clearly.  If present, provide descriptions and characterization, locations, and acreages of 
vernal pools with wetland delineation/mapping to be received in April.   

 
 
Assumptions used for analysis of emergent wetlands (Issue raised by Peyton Doub, NRC Terrestrial reviewer)

 
Unfortunately, Mr. Doub had to be out of the office today.  I will talk to him Wednesday morning and get 
a summary on this to you as soon as possible--Don Palmrose  

 
 
Land Use RAI 4.1.1-1  [PGN RAI ID# H-334 starting on page 157 of 208 in responses to NRC RAIs] 
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Information provided in the reading room includes details on these construction and preconstruction 
activities that are not characterized in the ER.  Staff would like to cite PEC's characterization of these 
activities as affects land use and land requirements. 

 
 
Transmission Lines RAI 3.7-1 [PGN RAI ID# H-335 starting on page 158 of 208 in responses to NRC 
RAIs] (including total acreage of transmission lines) 
 

The reported transmission line corridor acreage (1717) does not appear to account for additional space 
for the proposed lines; not even the additional 100 ft of width called for in the ER.  Independent analysis 
estimates that affected transmission line corridor acreages are significantly different than acreages 
reported in the Harris ER.  Given the differences, this could impact the affected environment in the 
areas of land use, terrestrial ecology, and aquatic ecology – perhaps others.   Clarification is needed on 
the following points. 

1. Total length of reported transmission line (244.6 km) exceeds total length of reported corridor 
(228.5 km) by 16 km, need clarification from applicant. 

2. Estimated total acreage (1717 ac.) can only account for existing 100-foot corridors and therefore 
assumes the (3) proposed transmission lines will be placed entirely within existing corridors (no 
additional acreage). 

3. If PEC’s conservative estimate of an additional 100 feet are added to existing corridor acreage 
for the proposed lines, the new total would be approximately  3080 ac. (an additional 1251 ac.).

 
 
Thanks, 
Don 
 
Donald Palmrose, PhD 
Sr. Project Manager 
Environmental Projects Branch A 
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews  
Office of New Reactors  
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
Mail Stop T6-D38  
Washington, DC  20555 
Work Phone:  301-415-3803 
Fax: 301-415-6350 
donald.palmrose@nrc.gov 
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