April 21, 2009

Mr. Raul Marcos

ENSA Quality Assurance and Environment Manager
Avda. Juan Carlis |, 8

39600 Maliafio (Cantabria)

Spain

SUBJECT: REPLY TO YOUR LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 26, 2009, SEEKING
NRC RECOGNITION OF NON-US BASED ACCREDITING BODIES
PARTICIPATING IN THE INTERNATIONAL LABORATORY ACCREDITATION
COOPERATION MUTUAL RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENT FOR
COMMERCIAL GRADE CALIBRATION SERVICES

Dear Mr. Marcos:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your letter
dated February 26, 2009, regarding the acceptance of non-US based accrediting bodies (ABs)
participating in the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) Mutual
Recognition Arrangement (often referred to as the ILAC Arrangement). You suggested that the
NRC evaluate the recognition of non-US based ABs that are signatories to the ILAC
Arrangement as third party accreditation for commercial grade calibration services. You stated
that accreditation of any of the ABs belonging to ILAC Arrangement are equivalent to those US-
based ABs whose programs are recognized by the NRC.

The NRC is currently in the process of evaluating the possibility of expanding our recognition to
non-US based ABs participating in the ILAC Arrangement and implementing ISO 17025,
“General Competence of Testing and Calibration Laboratories.” Once our review is completed,
we will inform you of the results in a follow-up letter.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Glenn Tracy, Director

Division of Construction Inspection
& Operational Programs

Office of New Reactors
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