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Mr. Michael R. Johnson 
Director 
Office of New Reactors  
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
 
Subject: Risk Metrics for Operating New Reactors. 
 
Project Number: 689 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
The NRC recently issued a white paper on options for risk metrics for new reactors, which provided 
the basis for discussion at a February 18 public meeting.  Based on those discussions, as well as a 
review of the history of this topic, industry has drafted the enclosed white paper, “Risk Metrics for 
Operating New Reactors,” to facilitate continued dialogue with the NRC.  This paper discusses the 
evolution of risk metrics, the role of risk metrics in design and licensing, quantitative thresholds for 
operating new reactors, and further offers an analysis of the anticipated difficulties associated with 
the establishment of alternative risk metrics or thresholds for operating new reactors. 
 
NEI understands that the staff will discuss its white paper with the ACRS on Friday, April 3, 2009.  
We intend to provide the industry white paper to the ACRS for their review.  We are prepared to 
discuss the industry white paper with the staff in advance of the ACRS meeting.  
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If you wish to arrange for such a discussion, or if you have any other questions regarding this 
matter, please feel free to contact me at 202.739.8081; arp@nei.org or Biff Bradley at 
202.739.8083; reb@nei.org.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Anthony R. Pietrangelo 
 
Enclosure 
 
c:  The Honorable Dale E. Klein, NRC  

The Honorable Peter B. Lyons, NRC 
The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko, NRC 
The Honorable Kristine L. Svinicki, NRC  
Mr. R. William Borchardt, EDO, NRC 
Mr. Gary M. Holahan, NRO, NRC 
Document Control Desk 
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