
 
 

April 1, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
Colonel Edward Kertis 
District Commander 
Executive Office 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
100 W. Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, GA 31402-0889 
 
Dear Colonel Kertis, 
 
 
I am writing to express the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff’s gratitude for the 
Savannah District’s assistance in connection with the recent NRC hearing on Southern Nuclear 
Operating Company’s application for an early site permit (ESP) at the Vogtle site near 
Waynesboro, Georgia. 
 
In response to our request, you authorized the participation of witnesses from the Savannah 
District in the hearing held on March 16-19 in Augusta, Georgia.  You designated  
Mr. Warren Swartz of your Office of Counsel as the point of contact for this effort, and we 
coordinated with Mr. Swartz in the preparation of the testimony of four Corps witnesses –  
Mr. William Bailey, Ms. Carol Bernstein, Mr. Lyle Maciejewski, and Mr. Stanley Simpson.   
The testimony of each of these witnesses was important for assisting the Licensing Board 
judges to understand the issues under consideration at the hearing, and the judges specifically 
expressed their appreciation for the expert insight provided by the Corps witnesses.   
The witnesses were thoughtful and articulate in answering the Board’s questions in person at 
the hearing, and their professionalism and understanding of the applicable Corps regulations, 
processes, and projects was evident. 
 
We also greatly appreciate the efforts of Mr. Swartz throughout this process.  Mr. Swartz did an 
excellent job of selecting witnesses with the experience and work responsibilities most relevant 
to the NRC proceeding.  Mr. Swartz worked very hard to coordinate with and advise the 
witnesses and also provided NRC staff counsel with important background on the Corps’ 
jurisdiction, activities, and views.   We recognize that Mr. Swartz and each of the four witnesses 
are busy with many other priority matters and we greatly appreciate the time they devoted to 
preparing for and attending the NRC hearing.
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Thank you again for your leadership and your agency’s assistance in this matter. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
 
 

Marvin L. Itzkowitz 
Associate General Counsel 
  for Hearings, Enforcement & Administration 
Office of the General Counsel 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

 
 
cc:  Warren Swartz, Esq.
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