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To: Chief, Rulemaking, Directives and Editing Branch 
    Division of Administrative Services 
    Office of Administration 
    Mailstop TWB-05-B01M 
    U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
    Washington, DC 20555-0001 
  
    I am writing because I have serious environmental concerns about 
AmerenUE's proposal to build a second nuclear plant in Callaway County, 
Missouri. 
  
    In the first place, how can the NRC allow the design of the French 
Areva reactor which has no operating history to be used, when the NRC has 
not itself even certified the design?  I would see this decision as 
irresponsible toward the environment, and careless towards the life, 
including human, which depends on this environment. 
  
    Our air and our water are both at stake. Although radioactive gasses 
routinely discharged by this reactor into the air we breathe will not be 
visible to the naked eye, they will affect the health of Missourians in 
the form of increased cancer rates. Drinking water contaminated by 
radioactive discharges from the plant will also cause cancer in unnumbered 
and unidentified citizens. (A good monitor might be a cancer registry for 
a 50 mile and then a 75 mile radius around the plants.) 
  
    Yes, it is true that the above scenario has been playing out ever 
since the first plant began operating. If this second plant is allowed to 
go forward, the effects can double. What is the extent of the monitoring 
that the NRC has in place and proposes to put in place which will track 
these radioactive water and air discharges to protect citizens, if such 
even be possible? Given the secrecy traditionally practiced in nuclear 
plant operation,and the frequent reluctance to report, how will the NRC 
require AmerenUE to be forthcoming with the data so that the NRC will know 
the actual harmful effects when they occur? 
  
    How will the NRC ensure that radioactive wastes from the plant can be 
safely stored for the required thousands of years, and protected from 
terrorists?  I believe it is unconscionable to allow the generation of 
mounds of toxic wastes which will contaminate the earth virtually forever 
when there are only hypothetical, not real, solutions for their 
containment and storage. 
  
    Nuclear plants reportedly use about 3.6 billion gallons of water a 
day. There have already taken place the beginnings of water wars 
pertaining to the Missouri River, because of shortages and the differing 
needs of different states along the river (e.g. recreation vs 



2

industrial.) The shortages may make the use of the river for two nuclear 
reactors unsustainable. 
  
    Recently I was informed by my insurance company that they are 
concerned about earthquakes here in Missouri. Many companies will not 
provide earthquake coverage at this time. How can your environmental 
impact research possibly address the radioactive devastation that an 
earthquake would have on the two Callaway County nuclear reactors and 
their environs?   
  
    Last but not least, as citizens of the earth, we are faced with the 
reality of the gradual and perhaps suddenly escalating effects of global 
warming. A new study concludes that nuclear power is not carbon-free, and 
that its carbon emissions are higher than renewable sources of energy. It 
is also pertinent that nuclear effluent raises the temperature of the 
water used to cool it. How can the NRC protect us from the thermal 
pollution resulting from nuclear generation of energy?   
  
 Nuclear reactors take a long time to build.  By the time this one is 
completed citizens will realize there are far better alternatives. How 
then can increasing nuclear sources of energy with the effects of their 
thermal pollution on global warming, and the incalculable harm to the 
human environment be justified over renewable sources?  
  
                                         Alice Geary Sgroi 
                                         11127 Patrina Court 
                                         Saint Louis, MO 63126  
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