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CallawayCEm Resource

From: Kathy Lewis [kathymurphylewis@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 6:13 PM
To: CallawayCOLEIS Resource
Subject: Federal Register. Jan. 23, 2009, pp.4257-8

Dear People at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
 
I have many concerns about AmerenUE's desire to build another nuclear reactor at its site in Callaway County, 
Missouri. 
 
First, I feel that it is critical that other options be explored in terms of economic feasibility as well as long term 
environmental impacts.  If the cost of constructing, maintaining, and decommissioning a nuclear power plant 
were invested in efforts to conserve energy along with the creation of wind farms and/or other renewable energy 
sources, I would feel that Ameren UE was forward thinking, rather than reactive. 
 
Second, What does AmerenUE intent to do about releases of tritium into the air and water?  For years, we have 
known that there is no way to filter tritium from the reactor vessel water, so it is routinely released both into the 
air and the water.  Recently, I read a letter to the editor in Health Physics (The Radiation Safety Journal) April 
2009, p. 515, that stated, "Tritium releases represent one of the main environmental radiological problems." 
 Over the years, I've read that we don't have the technology and/or the knowledge of how to filter or monitor 
tritium that is released into water.  It is significant that in Callaway County the cooling water from the nuclear 
power plant is routinely released upstream from the drinking water intake for St. Louis City and County.  The 
long term effect that this has on people and other living organisms is unknown.  What type of monitoring would 
the NRC require that AmerenUE perform of its waste water discharges?  Please address this in the 
Environmental Impact Statement on Callaway-2. 
 
Third, people and other living beings, downwind and downstream from the Callaway Plant, would be exposed 
to radioactive gases released into the environment from the proposed 1600-megawatt Callaway 2 reactor.  How 
would the gaseous emissions be filtered, monitored and reported? 
 
Fourth, what if no disposal facility is sited and built for Callaway's long-lived, highly radioactive fuel rods, 
discarded filters and equipment?  For how many decades would the wastes be able to be stored on site at 
Callaway?  After this point in time, what will the NRC require of the owner of the plant? 
 
Fifth, if AmerenUE were not able to find adequately trained and experienced nuclear engineers and other 
personnel to operate and decommission the plant, what alternative plan would be required?  How could the 
NRC assure the public that the quality control of the plant's operation and maintenance could be maintained 
safely? 
 
I feel that the renewed interest in nuclear power is taking a giant step backwards instead of moving forward to 
address our energy needs of the present and future in sustainable ways.  On one hand, Ameren UE seeks to have 
people make voluntary contributions to Pure Power, which supports renewable energy while at the same time 
they are seeking to force people to pay for the construction of another nuclear power plant when many 
concerned citizens are opposed to it. 
 
Thank you for conducting and writing a thorough Environmental Impact Statement on Callaway-2.   
 
Sincerely, 
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Kathy Lewis 
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