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Once the NRC publishes the    
proposed rule, the agency will   
determine when and where to hold 
the public meetings.  Meeting    
notices and agendas will be available 
at http://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/
public-meetings/index.cfm.   

To be notified of changes and 
updates to the Emergency  
Preparedness rulemaking, sign 
up on www.regulations.gov and 
reference Docket number: 
NRC-2008-0122. 

S taff, stakeholders, and the  
public will be able to use Web 

conferencing technology to discuss 
the proposed language for enhance-
ments to emergency preparedness 
regulations and guidance  for     
commercial nuclear power plants.   

The staff intends to hold several 
public meetings 
d u r i n g  t h e 
s p r i n g  a n d  
summer of 2009 
to     introduce 
the proposed 
rule following    
publication in 
the Federa l 
Register. Repre-
sentatives from 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) will also present 
information on the changes included 
i n  Rad io l og i c a l  Emergency         
Preparedness Program (REPP)   
guidance for offsite organizations. 

Participants may attend the meeting 
in person, on the phone, or through 
Web conferencing. All meeting 

attendees will be able to ask     
questions regarding the proposed 
and draft documents during an iden-
tified time for public participation at 
the meetings. Attendees are strongly 
encouraged to read the documents 
and prepare written questions on 
www.regulations.gov by referencing 

Docket # NRC-
2008-0122 prior 
to the meeting.   
This rulemaking 
covers 11 high 
priority topics in 
e m e r g e n c y 
preparedness. 
Staff identified 
high priority, 
initial rulemak-

ing topics in SECY-06-0200, “Results 
of the Review of Emergency Prepar-
edness Regulations and Guidance.” 
Other topics may be addressed by 
rulemaking or guidance in the future. 
The proposed rule and supporting   
guidance will be published for    
comment in the Federal Register 
shortly. 

Emergency Preparedness Rulemaking Public Meetings Offered Virtually 

Important Milestones 

Ahead: 

 Publish proposed rule in Federal 
Register—spring 2009 

 Publish draft guidance —spring 
2009 

 Publish technical basis 
NUREG—spring 2009 

Hold public meetings—spring 
and  summer 2009 

 Publish final rule and final guid-
ance—spring 2010 

Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program Integration Continues 

T he U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s Federal 

Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) is integrating the REPP 
exercise program with the Home-
land Security Exercise and Evalua-

tion Program (HSEEP). REPP was 
the first major exercise program to 
involve local first responders in 

exercise activities and helped shape 
the HSEEP methodologies. As such, 
there are no additional exercise 

requirements for REPP. FEMA is 

conducting HSEEP integration pilot 
exercises at selected nuclear power 
plants (Palo Verde in March 2009, 

and San Onofre in September 
2009) in support of this integration 
effort.  

Federal departments and agencies 
must use HSEEP concepts, while 
State and local jurisdictions are 

required to adhere to HSEEP in 
accordance with scenarios used in 
DHS grant program funded exer-

cises. Adoption of HSEEP by private 
organizations is not required, since 
they do not receive Federal grant 

funding. However, nuclear power 
plant licensees will continue to be 
required to support State and local 

exercises consistent with the   
existing REPP.  

To learn more about HSEEP, please 

visit the program homepage web-
site at: https://hseep.dhs.gov/
pages/1001_HSEEP7.aspx. 
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Do you have an upcoming          
event to highlight?   

For consideration, send the details to: 

emergencypreparedness.resource@nrc.gov 

Upcoming Events of Interest to the EP Community 

Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)  

Emergency Preparedness and  

Information Forum 

June 15-16, 2009 

Bonita Springs, FL 
http://nei.org/newsandevents/
conferencesandmeetings/future_conferences/ 

NRC to Participate in Hostile Action-Based Emergency Preparedness Drill Workshop  

O n April 23, 2009, immediately following 
the close of the 2009 National Radio-

logical Emergency Preparedness Conference 
(NREP), the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) 
will be hosting an open forum/panel discussion 
to address improved stakeholder response 
during HAB EP drills.  

The open forum will involve FEMA and NRC 
staff. The forum will be entitled “Hostile  
Action-Based EP Dril ls: Improving            
Coordinated Stakeholder Response through 
Discussion of Preparation Techniques and Key   
Observations.”  It will take place at the    

Waterside Marriott in Norfolk, VA.  There is 
no fee to attend the open forum.  

Panels will include previous drill participants 
from both industry and governmental      
organizations who will share and discuss their 
HAB EP drill experiences.  This will include 
important lessons learned and resulting best 
practices. 

Tentative panel topics include:  

 Development of HAB scenarios and 

conduct of table-top drills 

 Protective action decisionmaking     

considerations 

 Integration of the Incident Command 

System into the traditional Radiological 
Emergency Preparedness Program 

 Challenges to the prompt dissemination 

of public information during a HAB event 

For more information and to view the flyer, 
please visit the NREP website at http://
www.nationalrep.org.  The open forum is 
listed as the last event on the program agenda. 

Hostile Action-Based Emergency Preparedness 

Drills Enter Third Year of Program 

T he NRC is now in the third and final 
year of supporting a voluntary nuclear 

industry initiative to conduct hostile action-
based (HAB) emergency preparedness (EP) 
drills at commercial nuclear power plants.   

During the past 3 months, drills were con-
ducted at Three Mile Island, Watts Barr, Fort 
Calhoun, Nine Mile Point/Fitzpatrick, Grand 
Gulf, Wolf Creek, Comanche Peak, Davis-
Bessie, Surry, and 
Monticello.  The 
NRC participated 
in the October 16, 
2008 Three Mile 
Island drill from 
both Headquarters 
and Region I. The 
October 16th drill 
helped the NRC 
further understand 
its roll and interac-
tions with the site, 
State, local, and 
Federal counterparts, based on the unique 
challenges posed by a hostile action event.   

There are currently 28 drills remaining for 
calendar year 2009.  At this time, NRC Head-
quarters and Region II are planning to partici-
pate in the June 24, 2009 HAB EP drill at the 
Turkey Point.  In addition, the River Bend 
HAB EP drill, scheduled for the Fall of 2009, is 
being considered for NRC Headquarters and 
Region IV participation.  

The NRC will publish the proposed EP    
rulemaking and 
supporting guid-
ance enhance-
ments in the next 
few months for 
public comment.  
As part of this 
effort, the agency 
w i l l  i d e n t i f y     
enhancements to 
exercise scenarios. 
These will include 
the incorporation 
of HAB event 

scenarios as part of the routine REPP exercise 
cycle. 

19th Annual National  Radiological 
Emergency Preparedness Confer-
ence (NREP) 

April 20-23, 2009 

Norfolk, VA 

http://www.nationalrep.org/ 

**Open Forum Session on HAB EP Drills** 

April 23, 2009, 1:00 p.m.-4:45 p.m.  

This chart depicts the number of hostile action-
based emergency preparedness drills remaining 
by NRC region.  All drills are planned to be 
completed before 2010.   

NRC Hosts Regulatory 

Information Conference 

O n March 10-12, 2009, the NRC hosted 
the 21st Annual Regulatory Information        

Conference (RIC). The RIC provided a unique  
forum for government, industry, international 
agencies and other important stakeholders to 
meet and discuss safety initiatives and regula-
tory trends. 

The RIC sessions covered a wide range of 
initiatives and programs within the NRC. This 
included a discussion on emergency       pre-
paredness updates, such as the status of the 
proposed emergency preparedness rule and 
the HAB EP Drill program.  

Conference attendees could also tour the 
Headquarters Operations Center, which is the 
coordination point for communicating with 
NRC licensees, State and local officials and 
other Federal agencies during drills, exercises, 
and incidents involving NRC licensees. This 
year, nearly 100 people toured the Operations 
Center. Those on the tour were able to ex-
perience the inner workings of the Operations 
Center and learn about the roles and respon-
sibilities of the teams in the NRC emergency 
response organization. 
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