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From: Keith Axler
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2007 5:31 PM
To: darrell.dunn@swri.org; 'Darius Daruwalla'; Todd Mintz; Ken Chiang; Yi-Ming Pan
Cc: Sitakanta Mohanty
Subject: ACNW slides

Importance: High

Bret Leslie visited today and indicated that one of the posed questions from the ACNW committee is perceived 
as a remaining action item to us.  Specifically, I am referring to a question from Dr. Ruth Weiner as to why 
nuclear waste transport containers were not included in the juvenile failure analysis. 
 
As Todd, Darrell, and I spoke earlier, this is a good point.  There is certainly a defensible posture one can take 
that these transport containers represent a population of manufactured items that have likely undergone the 
most rigorous inspection processes available.  Hence, their early failure due to manufacturing defects would 
perhaps present a bounding case. In such that it would be an indicator of the least possible fraction of total in-
service units that may fail while still passing inspection. 
 
I will compose a response to Tae that will close that action item in a manner that reflects our consensus on this 
subject. 
By Thursday, October 4th, please provide your comments as to the applicability of the nuclear waste transport 
containers and any information on their bearing to this analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith Axler, Ph.D. 
Manager, Corrosion Science and Process Engineering 
CNWRA 
Southwest Research Institute 
6220 Culebra Rd 
San Antonio, TX  78238-5166 
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