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From: Sims, Raymond [raymond.sims@thermofisher.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 8:40 AM

To: SummerCOLEIS Resource

Subject: Nuclear Reactors in SC

Greetings. My name is Raymond and | and writing to address the building of nuclear power plants in SC. First, | like to
express gratitude for holding this meeting. | am unable to attend so | would like to express my thoughts via email. There
are many who oppose nuclear power and, unfortunately, it is out of fear due to lack of knowledge. There are many
concerns that are unfounded yet are legitimate concerns. | would like to address them briefly.

-Nuclear power is cleaner than coal and, environmentally speaking, causing virtually no harm to the air or water supplies if
proper safety practices that are already in place are followed and updated regularly. Nuclear power does not produce
harmful gas byproducts such as NO2, CO, etc.

-Nuclear power produces more (reliable) energy than solar or wind. It would cost more to construct enough wind and
solar sources than it would to create new nuclear power plants (preferably breeder reactors which would reduce if not
eliminate the waste issues). When | started my degree for nuclear power, | sought to prove that solar and wind would be
better. However, through my research, | discovered that it would cost thousands more to power a single neighborhood via
solar and wind alone than the slight increase one may see with nuclear.

-Building the nuclear plants near poor communities actually can provide job opportunities for those in that area. They can
be put in training programs. This would result in less poor communities and more prosperous economies. These job
skills can be applied in many other career fields: the attention to detail, managing under stress, decision making, etc.

-The average person receives more radiation taking a plane from NY to California than the amount released during TMI.
Safety concerns have been addressed and safety programs have been enhanced and are constantly under review for
improvement. Many in that area have lived near a nuclear plant for years and have not experienced any problems. Some
people | have talked to are surprised to learn that a nuclear power plant is so close. Translation, there hasn’t been a
reason for concern.

-The impact of solar and wind would not be significant compared to nuclear. Where would wind turbines be erected? We
would have to cut down trees thus having a huge impact on the environment. Similarly, there would need to be solar
fields. Again, this requires cutting tress and perhaps relocating people.

Nuclear is by far the most reliable and economical decision. More breeder reactors need to be constructed which would
create jobs with high skill set training and provide safe, reliable energy.

Thank you for your time.

Raymond D. Sims

Electronics Technician

Radiation Measurement and Safety Instruments
Environmental Services Group
Thermo Fisher Scientific

312 Miami St

W. Columbia, SC 29170

1 (800) 274-4212 ext 5127

Fax: (803) 822-8053
raymond.sims@thermofisher.com
www.thermofisher.com
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