March 26, 2009

Vanessa Quinn, Chief

Radiological Emergency Preparedness Section
DHS/EP&R/FEMA

1800 South Bell Street - Room 837

Crystal City - Arlington, VA 22202-3546

Dear Ms. Quinn,

As you know, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has been working on a revision
to NUREG-0654, Supplement 3 “Criteria for Protective Action Recommendations for Severe
Accidents”. The draft revision has been presented at the National Radiological Emergency
Preparedness Conference, regional Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)/NRC
meetings and a RAC Chair meeting to solicit comments from potential users. The document
includes new protective action recommendation logic based on the NRC study of alternative
protective actions (NUREG-6953). Essentially, the use of staged evacuation and an expanded
use of sheltering-in-place for certain scenarios are the major technical changes.

In the course of developing NUREG-6953, the staff reviewed sociological research related to
emergency response. The staff identified techniques that can improve communication with the
public in preparing for and responding to nuclear power plant emergencies. An attachment to
the revised Supplement 3 contains several of these elements for improving public information
brochures and communications during actual emergencies.

The revised Supplement 3 is being reviewed by NRC management and is now being provided
for review by your staff. If desired, Randy Sullivan could provide a briefing on the document for
you and your staff. Alternately, we would be happy to work with any staff member you assign to
ensure FEMA understanding of the revision basis.
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. Any comments you may have would be appreciated
by June 1, 2009. If you have any questions please contact Randy Sullivan at 301-415-1123.

Sincerely,

Robert Kahler, Chief/[RA/

Inspection and Regulatory Improvements Branch
Division of Preparedness and Response

Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response

Enclosure:
NUREG-0654 “Criteria for Protective Action Recommendations for Severe Accidents”
(ML090790199)

cc: R. Sullivan, NSIR
C. Miller, NSIR
J Kish, FEMA
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