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UNITED STATES -
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001
July 12, 1959

The Honorable Kevin A. Cahill
Assemblyman 101st District
Assembly of New York

Room 527, Legislative Office Building
Albany, New York 12248

Dear Mr. Cahill:

| am responding to your letter of May 14, 1999, to Chairman Jackson of the U.S. Nuclear

Regulatory Commission (NRC). In your letter, you requested verification of information

provided to your office that indicated that radioactive material was continuously released to the
- Hudson River from Indian Point Unit 1 (IP1) during the time the plant was active.

IP1 operated from August 1962 until it was permanently shut down on October 31, 1974. The
defueling of the reactor was completed in 1975, and the reactor’s irradiated fuel was stored in a
water-filled fuel storage pool at Unit 1. During the years that IP1 was operating, periodic
controlled releases of liquid effluents containing low levels of radioactive material were made
from IP1 to the Hudson River, as permitted by NRC's regulations. The releases were made
through the plant’s liquid radwaste system. The liquid effluents were sampled and analyzed in
accordance with an approved effluent monitoring program that has continued until the present.

These programs were established to comply with the requirements outlined in Title 10 of the

Code of Federal Regulations, Part 20, “Standards for Protection Against Radiation.” These

regulations set limits on levels of radiation and on the concentration of radionuclides in a
facility's effluent releases to the air and water (above natural background levels). In addition,

the licensee was required to comply with design objectives outlined in 10 CFR Part 50,

Appendix |, which require that levels of radioactive material to unrestricted areas be kept as low

as reasonably achievable. To determine if the Federal release limits were met, the licensee is

required to closely monitor all liquid release pathways from the facility.

To implement the applicable requirements, the licensee collected samples of liquid effluents to

be discharged to the Hudson River. In addition, the licensee collected and analyzed river water
samples, drinking water samples, vegetation, precipitation, and soil samples from the site.

Effluents from IP1 are reported by Consolidated Edison (ConEd) in its “Annual Effluents

Release and Waste Disposal Report,” which is available at the local public document room at ’
the White Plains Library in White Plains, New York. Additionally, copies of this report are

distributed to the New York State Department of Environmenta!l Conservation. Zr

NRC'’s Region | performs -periodic inspection and independent measurements of ConEd effluent
releases. Additionally, the NRC staff worked with the State of New York to perform
environmental monitoring around the Indian Point Station from the mid-1970s through 1995. \
The NRC and the State of New York studies found that releases of radioactive materials from

the IP1 site were in compllance with Federal limits. :
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| have enclosed ConEd’s 1999 “Annual Effluents Release and Waste Disposal Report” for your
review. This report indicates that the annual average dose to individuals from the combined
liquid effluents for both IP1 and IP2 during 1998 is 0.000016 millirem a year, a small fraction of
the Appendix | guidelines of 3 millirems a year. To put this radiation dose in perspective, the
average individual receives more than 300 millirems a year from natural background radiation in
the United States. ' ' .

| am also enclosing a copy of “Staff Responses to Frequently Asked Questions Concerning
Decommissioning of Nuclear Power Reactors,” NUREG-1628, April 1998, which provides
information on the decommissioning process for permanently shutdown power reactors. |If you
have any further questions, please contact John L. Minns of my staff at 301-415-3166. '

Sincerely,
S 1J.C
’ e of Nug

Enclosures: 1. Annual Effluents Release and Waste Disposal Report
2. NUREG-1628, April 1998




Mayor, Village of Buchanan
236 Tate Avenue
Buchanan, NY 10511

Senior Resident Inspector

‘U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commlssmn

P.O. Box 38 :
Buchanan, NY 10511

Mr. Peter Kokolakis, Director

Nuclear Licensing

Power Authority of the State
of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, NY 10601

Mr. Tom Rose, Secretary-NFSC

Consolidated Edison Company
of New York, Inc.

4 Irving Place - 1822 ,

New York, New York 10003

Mr. John P. Spath

NYS Energy Res.& Dev. Authority
Corporate Plaza West _
286 Washington Avenue Extension
Albany, NY 12203-6399

Senior Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 38

Buchanan, NY 10511

Mr. A. Alan Blind, Vice President .
Consolidated Edison Company

of New York, Inc.
Broadway and Bleakley Avenue
Buchanan, NY - 10511

Mr. John McCann, Manager of Nuclear Safety
and Licensing '
Consolidated Edison Company
of New York, Inc.
Broadway and Bleakley Avenue

-Buchanan, NY 10511

Mr. Brent L. Brandenburg

Assistant General Counsel

Consolidated Edison Company
of New. York, Inc.

4 Irving Place - 1822

~ New York, NY 10003

Mr. Hubert J. Miller, Reg’l Admin.
Region |

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

' _ Charlie Donaldson‘, Esquire

Assistant Attorney General
New York Department of Law
120 Broadway '
New York, NY 10271

Mayor Alfred Donohew
Village of Buchanan
236 Tate Avenue
Buchanan, NY 10511

Paul Eddy

New York State Public Servnce Commission
3 Empire Plaza

Albany, NY 12203-6399

Mr. James S. Baumstark, Vice President
Consolidated Edison Company
of New York, Inc.
4 Irving Place - 1822.
New York, NY 10003
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THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK :
COMMITTEES
ALBANY Health

Higher Education
. Economic Development, Job Creation,
KEVIN A. CAHILL . . Commerce & Industry
Assemblyman 101st District ’ ) Consumer Affairs

May 14, 1999

Honorable Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, Chairman
Unites States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike ,

Rockville, MD 20852-2738

Dear Dr. Jackson:

I am writing regarding the January 20, 1999 decommissioning proceedings involving Indian
Point Nuclear Power Plant in Peekskill, New York. Hearing minutes forwarded to my office
contained language which alluded to the fact that radioactive byproducts were released
continuously into the Hudson River during the time which the plant was active. Respectfully, I
would like to formally request a verification of this charge.

This river has always been and remains one of our region’s most vital natural resources. Your
attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Kevin A. Cahill
‘Member of Assembly , ‘

KAC/wk
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E-mail: cahillk@assembly.state.ny.us
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I have enclosed ConEd’s 1999 “Annual Effluents Release and Waste Disposal R(eport” for your
review. This report indicates that the annual average dose to individuals from the combined
liquid effluents for both IP1 and IP2 during 1998 is 0.000016 millirem a year, a small fraction of
the Appendix | guidelines.of 3 millirems a year. To put this radiation dose in perspective, the
average individual receives more than 300 millirems a year from natural background radiation in
the United States.

| am also enclosing a copy of “Staff Responses to Frequently Asked Questions Concerning
Decommissioning.of Nuclear Power Reactors,” NUREG-1628, April 1998, which provides
information on the decommissioning process for permanently shutdown power reactors.
have any further questions, please contact-John L. Minns of my staff at 301-415-3166.

If you

Sincerely,

" ORIG. SIGNED BY Roy P. ZIMMERMAN
FOR Samuel J. Collins, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: 1. Annual Effluents Release and Waste Dlsposal Report
2. NUREG 1628, April 1998

See next}page
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The NRC Region 1 perform periodic inspection and independent measurenients of ConEd
- effluants releases. Additionally, the NRC staff conducted with the State’of New York to
perform environmental monitoring , around the Indian Point Station from the mid-1970s
through 1995. The NRC and the State of New York studies found tHat releases of
radioactive materials from the IP1 site have been in compliancevith Federal limits.

| have included the ConEd'’s 1999,“Annual Effluents Release and Waste Disposal Report”
for your review. This report indicates that the annual average dose to individuals from
the combined liquid effluent for both IP1 and 1P2 during 1998, is 0.000016 millirems a
year, a small fraction of the Appendix | guidelines of 8 millirems a year. To put this
radiation dose in perspective, the average individyal receives more than 300 millirems a
year from natural background radiation in the Upited States.

| am also enclosing a copy of “Staff Responges to Frequently Asked Questions
Concerning Decommissioning of Nuclear Power Reactors, NUREG-1628,” April 1998
which provides information on the decomimissioning process for permanently shutdown
power reactors. If you have any further questions, please contact Mr. John L. Minns of
my staff at 301-415-3166.

Sincerely,

Samuel J. COI‘Iins, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: 1. “Annugl Effluent and Waste Disposal Report”
’ 2 NUREG-1628, April 1998 ,
DOCUMENT NAME: G:\PDIV-3\INDIANPOINT\GRN_0277.WPD
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