
 
 
 

March 18, 2009 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Martin J. Virgilio 
    Deputy Executive Director for Materials, Waste, 
      Research, State, Tribal, and Compliance Programs 
    Office of the Executive Director for Operations 
 

Karen Cyr 
General Counsel 

 
Charles L. Miller, Director 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 

 
Steven A. Reynolds, Director 
Division of Nuclear Material Safety, Region III 

 
FROM:    Aaron T. McCraw, IMPEP Project Manager /RA AD White for/ 

Agreement State Programs Branch 
Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 

 
SUBJECT:   MINUTES:  FEBRUARY 19, 2009, SPECIAL MANAGEMENT 

REVIEW BOARD (MRB) MEETING 
 
 

Enclosed are the minutes of the MRB meeting held on February 19, 2009, to discuss the 

status of Arizona’s Program Improvement Plan.  If you have comments or questions, please 

contact me at (630) 829-9650. 

 
Enclosure:  Minutes of the Management 
                      Review Board Meeting 
 
cc: Cheryl Rogers, Wisconsin 
 Organization of Agreement States  
    Liaison to the MRB 
 

Aubrey Godwin, Director 
Arizona Radiation Regulatory Agency 
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 MINUTES:  MANAGEMENT REVIEW BOARD MEETING OF FEBRUARY 19, 2009 
 
 
These minutes are presented in the same general order as the items that were discussed in the 
meeting.  The attendees were as follows: 
 
Martin Virgilio, MRB Chair, DEDMRT   Charles L. Miller, MRB Member, FSME 
Karen Cyr, MRB Member, OGC   Robert Lewis, FSME 
Aaron McCraw, FSME    Karen Meyer, FSME 
Alison Rivera, OEDO     Lucieann Vechioli, FSME 
 
By Teleconference: 
 
Steven Reynolds, MRB Member, Region III  Drew Persinko, Region III 
Cheryl Rogers, OAS Liaison, WI   Linda McLean, Region IV 
James Lynch, Region III    Art Howell, Region IV 
Aubrey Godwin, AZ 
 
1. Convention.  Mr. Aaron McCraw convened the meeting at 3:30 p.m.  He noted that this 

MRB meeting was open to the public; however, no members of the public participated in 
this meeting.  He then transferred the lead to Mr. Martin Virgilio, Chair of the MRB.  
Introductions of the attendees were conducted. 

 
2. Program Improvement Plan Discussion.  Mr. Aaron McCraw led the discussion of the 

Program Improvement Plan submitted by the State of Arizona.  It was noted that, at this 
time, the Plan has not been accepted.  Instead of scheduling a followup review within the 
1 year as request by the MRB at its July 21, 2008 meeting, NRC staff is proposing that a 
team be dispatched to the Arizona program office in Phoenix, Arizona, to assist the State 
in developing and implementing an acceptable Plan. 

 
Mr. Aubrey Godwin commented that he believes that the State has reasonably 
addressed the recommendations from the 2008 Integrated Materials Performance 
Evaluation Program and believes that the State is ready for the followup review; however, 
he also stated that he would not be opposed to a site visit as NRC staff is proposing.  Mr. 
Godwin indicated that the State went into a severe budget recalibration and they are 
working on catching up given this situation.  The program’s budget was cut $300,000 and 
the State is talking about cutting as much as $700,000 next year.  Several MRB 
members inquired about the areas that the program is cutting back on to overcome the 
budget cuts (i.e., training, inspections, or response to incidents).  Mr. Godwin replied that, 
at the moment, the program is meeting all of its regulatory duties; however, travel funds 
have been severely limited and it is difficult to send his new staff to out-of-State training if 
the State has to pay the travel expenses.  Mr. Godwin assured the MRB that the State’s 
focus remains on protecting public health and safety. 
 
Mr. Martin Virgilio stated that given the provided Plan, it is hard to understand what 
changes have and have not happened since the last IMPEP Review.  Mr. Virgilio and the 
MRB agreed that on-site meeting will be successful in developing a more effective Plan 
and provide additional insight into the impact of the State’s budget cuts on the 
Agreement State program.   
   

3. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
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