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PROGRESS ENERGY c ..... ROLlNAS, N EW FACILITY LICENSI NC. H ARRIS NUCLEA R
PLANT, \VAKE CO UNTY, N C - REQUEST or JNFORlvlATION O N LISTEDSPECIES
..... ND It-.IPORTANT HABITATS

Dear Mr. Benjamin,

Progress Energy Carolina s (PEC). a subsidiary of Progress Energy is preparing a Combined
Construc tion and O pe ra ting License (CO L) Applica tion to th e Us. N uclea r Regulatory
Com m ission (NRC) for two proposed new rea cto r units (refe rred to as H:\ R 2 &. 3) at the
exis ting Harris Nucle ar Plan t (H N P). The HN P is located approxirnu tclv 20 mi les
so u thw est of Ral t~ i gh in western \\'ake Coun ty. North Ca ro lina . The N RC may consult w ith
the Us. Fish and Wild lift.' Se rvice under Sec tion 7 of the Endangered Spec ies Act in the
iden tifica tion llf im portan t species and habi ta ts in the proie ' t a rea . By con tacti ng you in
advance. w e hope to identifv any issu es of co ncern for you r a t~en(' : ' tha t need to be
addressed in ou r app lication .

Co nstr uction of the pro posed H AR 2 l\;: .\ LJ nits w ill be Im med ia te ly ad jacent to th e foot pri n t
of the ex is ting Harris Unit 1. The p referred o p tio n to supply the required water fo r the
operation of H AR 2 Sc 3 includes rai sing the opera tional elevation of Harris Lake , from an
operational e leva tion of 220 feet to an operational elevation of ap pro ximate ly 2-10 feet
resulting in till' co ve rin j; IIf appro ximat ely 4,1.100 ad d itional acres . TIll' preferred option also
includ es transferring water from the Ca pt' Fear Riv('r to Harris Lake to supply the
additional volume to the lake.

Transmission corridors which currently support Harris Uni t 1 wOldd be used to support
gL'neration from liAR 2. Ii t-1AR ,~ were l·ll n s t TllCt.~d , additional transmission corrid o rs ma:'
be needed. but as pf ve t have no t bee n eva lua ted o r planned . Such pot ential fu ture
transmission lin t'S for HAR 3 w ould most likclv be loca ted in the coun ties uf \ Vake,
Cha th am. Lee. Harne tt an d C umbe rland .

Enclosed please find two figures of USCS t l l po~ra phic map sc .tions that indica tes the
loca tion of the pro posed p rojec t a rea (Ne w I'JiIl quadrangle), inc lud in j; the p roposed
loca tion pi the intak e stru ctu re on the Ca pe Fear Rive r an d till' pr o posed new p ipe line fro m
the Ca pe Fea r River to Harris Lake,

As a result llf a si m ila r re luest regardin g the licens e renewal of Harris Unit 1, you pro vid ed
,1 letter to Mr . Dave Corle tt dated Februarv 16. 20116 in which vou sta ted that "based on the. .
information provided and other information available, it appears that the proposed project
is not likely to adversely aff ect any federally-list ed endangered or threatened species . PEC
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requests you r review of the project area again in light of th e proposed expansion to identify
w hi ch of the following will be affected by or is located ncar th e project as shown on the
attached maps:

• Federal listed rare, endangered, or threatened species

• Significant biological resources , inc lud ing critical wildlife habitat and unique natural
communities

• Federal designated Scen ic Rivers, Wildlife Refuges, Trails , Parks, and Nature Pr es erves

• Game management areas

• Wildliic protection areas, refuges, wintering areas, and wildlife travel corridors

• Warm and cold water fisheries, including unique or cr itical fisheries

• Fish passage and spawning areas

PEC w ould appreciate a response to this letter w ith in 45 d ays of receipt. providing dny
in forma tio n you m ay have conce rn ing listed species or ecologically-significant habi tats that
may occur for this project, This will ena ble PEC to meet the current application preparation
process. PEC will include a copy of this letter and you r response in the license renewal
application to the NRC.

If you have any questions regarding this request please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Paul
Snea d, Lead Environmental Specialist, at (919) 5·t6-2836 or me a t (919) 546-6992.

Sincerely,

Bob Kitchen
Manager - Nuc lea r Plant Licensing

Enclosures
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