
January 10, 2007
NPD-tvIISC-2007-010

Mr. Harry LeGrand
North Carolina Natural Heritage Program
Office of Conservation and Community Affa irs
North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources
1601 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1601

PROGRESS ENERGY CAROLINAS, NEW FACILITY LICENSI NG, HARRIS NUCLEAR
PLANT, WAKE COUNTY, NC - REQUEST OF INFORMATION ON LISTED SPECIES
AND HvJPORTANT HABITATS

Dear Mr. LeGrand,

Progress Energy Carolinas (PEC), a subsidiary of Progress Energy is preparing a-Combined
Construction and Operating License (COL) Application to the U.s. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) for two proposed new reactor units (referred to as HAR 2 & 3) at the
existing Harris Nuclear Plant (HNP). The HNP is located approximately 20 miles
southwest of Raleigh in western Wake County, North Carolina. The NRC may consult with
your agency under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act in the identification of
important species and habitats in the project area. By contacting you in advance, we hope
to identify any issues of concern for your agency that need to be addressed in our
application.

Construction of the proposed HAR 2 & 3 Units will be immediately adjacent to the footp rin t
of the existing Harris Unit 1. The preferred option to supply the required water for the
operation of HAR 2 & 3 includes raising the operational elevation of Harris Lake, from an
operational elevation of 220 feet to an operational elevation of approximately 240 feet
resulting in the covering of approximately 4,000 additional acres. The preferred option also
includes transferring water from the Cape Fear River to Harris Lake to supply the
additional volume to the lake.

Transmission corridors which currently support Harris Unit 1 would be used to support
generation from HAR 2. If HAR 3 w ere cons tru cted, additional transmission corridors may
be needed, but as of yet have not been evaluated or planned. Such potential future
transmission lines for HAR 3 would most likely be located in the counties of Wake,
Chatham, Lee, Harnett and Cumberland.

Enclosed please find two figures of USGS topographic map sections that indicates the
location of the proposed project area (New Hill quadrangle), including the proposed
location of the intake structure on the Cape Fear River and the proposed new pipeline from
the Cape Fear River to Harris Lake.

As a result of a similar request regarding the license renewal of Harris Unit 1, you provided
a letter to Mr. Dave Corlett dated January 27, 2006 in which you provided pertinent
information from your sources regarding endangered or threatened species. PEe requests
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your review of the project area again in light of the proposed expansion to identify which of
the follow ing will be affected by or is loca ted near the project as shown on the attached
maps:

• State listed rare, endangered, or threatened species

• Signi fican t biological resources, including critical wildlife habitat and unique natural
comm unities

• State designated Scenic Rivers, Wildlife Refuges, Trails, Parks, and Nature Preserves

• Other areas of Natural Heritage concern

PEC would appreciate a response to this letter within 45 days of receipt, providing any
information you may have concerning listed species or ecologically-significant habitats that
may occur for this project. This will enable PEe to meet the current application preparation
process. PEC will include a copy of this letter and your response in the license renewal
application to the NRC.

If yOll have any questions regarding this request please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Paul
Snead, Lead Environmental Specialist, at (919) 546-2836 or me at (919) 546-6992.

Sincerelv

j?4ff~
Bob Kitchen
Manager - Nuclear Plant Licensing

Enclosu res
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