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ZEBRA MUSSEL FOUND ON SUSQUEHANNA RIVER AT CONOWINGO DAM 
IN MARYLAND

Nine-Mile Long Lake Stretches Into Pennsylvania

PA Department of Environmental Protection

http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/newsreleases/default.asp?ID=5364&varqueryTyp (1 of 2) [3/18/2009 1:00:02 PM]

http://www.state.pa.us/
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=1177&q=452210
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461240
mailto:RA-epcontactus@state.pa.us
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=1177&q=505361
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/site/"#"
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/ocrlgs/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/ocrlgs/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=485082
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461086&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=1177&q=479986
http://164.156.71.80/WXOD.aspx?
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/grantscenter/GrantAndLoanPrograms.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461107&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461114&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461114&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/pubpartcenter/site/default.asp
http://164.156.71.80/VWRQ.asp?docid=2087d8407c0e0000000007d8000007d8&context=2&backlink=WXOD.aspx%3ffs%3d2087d8407c0e00008000029e0000029e%26ft%3d1
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461121&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461121&depNav=|
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/enotice/
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/enotice/
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/southeastro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/southcentralro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/southwestro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/northeastro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/ncregion/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/northwestregion/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/northeastro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/ncregion/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/northwestregion/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/southeastro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/southcentralro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/southwestro/site/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461128&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461135&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=461149&depNav=|
http://164.156.71.80/WXOD.aspx?fs=2087d8407c0e00008000000000000000&ft=7&depNav=|
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=474491
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/justforkids/site/default.asp?depNav=|
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/newsreleases
javascript:newWin('http://www.dep.state.pa.us/signup/wireless.htm','wireless');
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/signup
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/newsreleases/togglepf.asp
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/newsreleases/togglepf.asp
http://www.ahs2.dep.state.pa.us/newsreleases/togglepf.asp


PA Department of Environmental Protection

HARRISBURG – Environmental Protection and Fish and Boat Commission officials have 
confirmed the discovery of a zebra mussel at the Conowingo Hydroelectric Dam in Maryland; 
the first time the Driessena polymorpha has been found in the lower Susquehanna River. 

The mussel, about a half inch in size, was found inside a water intake at the hydroelectric 
plant while monitoring juvenile shad migration on the river. It had not yet attached itself to the 
intake structure. The nine-mile lake behind the Conowingo Dam stretches into Pennsylvania 
for five miles. No other zebra mussels have been found in the lake at this time. 

“Controlling zebra mussels has cost more than $1 billion since they were first discovered in 
the Great Lakes in 1988,” said DEP acting Secretary John Hanger. “It will require constant 
vigilance by fishermen, boaters and others who use our waterways to keep these invasive 
creatures out of the Susquehanna River and its tributaries.” Zebra mussels pose serious 
threats because of their potential to plug industrial and public water supply intakes that draw 
from infested waters. Zebra mussels also disrupt aquatic food chains by filtering out the 
microscopic plankton upon which fish and other aquatic organisms rely. One zebra mussel 
can filter more than a quart of water each day. Further, the mussels have created new 
pathways for diseases like Type E (Avian) Botulism in the Great Lakes, causing further 
damage to the Great Lakes’ ecosystem. 

“The introduction of invasive species like zebra mussels can have a substantial and lasting 
impact on the balance of aquatic life in a waterway,” said Doug Austen, Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission’s executive director. “The best thing anglers and boaters can do is to 
disinfect boats, trailers, boots and gear before entering a new body of water.” 

Adult zebra mussels can be found in other Pennsylvania waters, including Lake Erie, the Ohio 
River and lower portions of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers. The mussels have also 
been reported in Edinboro and Sandy Lakes in northwestern Pennsylvania, as well as upper 
French Creek in Crawford County and Cowanesque Lake in Tioga County. The mussels have 
also been introduced into diving quarries throughout the commonwealth. 

The zebra mussel is native to the Black and Caspian seas region of Eastern Europe. They 
were introduced to North American waters when ocean-going ships released infested ballast 
water into the Great Lakes. The Pennsylvania Zebra Mussel Monitoring Network, which is 
sponsored by DEP, Pennsylvania Sea Grant and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Coastal Zone Management Program, works to help slow the spread of 
invasive mussels in the commonwealth’s rivers, streams and lakes. For more information on 
zebra mussels, visit the Pennsylvania Sea Grant invasive species Web site at www.pserie.
psu.edu/seagrant/publications/ais.htm. 
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