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PMBelCOL PEmails

From: Spink, Thomas E [tespink@tva.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2009 9:51 AM
To: Joseph Sebrosky
Subject: RE: Summary of 3/6/09 phone call with TVA and subsequent followup discussion regarding 

Section 2.2.3 of the application

Thank You 
  
Thomas E. Spink 
Licensing Project Manager 
Nuclear Generation Development 
1101 Market Street, LP 5A 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 
423-751-7062; FAX (423) 751-6509 
  
  
 

From: Joseph Sebrosky [mailto:Joseph.Sebrosky@nrc.gov]  
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2009 9:48 AM 
To: PMBelCOL PEmails 
Cc: Seshagiri Tammara; Charles Cox; 'erg-xl@cox.net'; Spink, Thomas E 
Subject: Summary of 3/6/09 phone call with TVA and subsequent followup discussion regarding Section 2.2.3 of the 
application 

On March 6, 2009, NRC staff (Joe Sebrosky, Charles Cox, and Rao Tammara) participated in a telephone 
conference call with TVA representatives and observers (TVA's main representative was Eddie Grant).  The 
purpose of the call was to discuss TVA's response to 2.2.3 requests for additional information (RAI) dated 
February 13, 2009 and February 20, 2009.  The staff stated that it was in the process of finalizing the SER with 
open items for this section and wanted to make sure that it understood TVA's response.   
 
Regarding TVA's response to RAI 2.2.3-8 dated February 13, 2009, the staff noted that instead of using a 
Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health (IDLH) value of 300 ppm for gasoline, TVA developed a methodology 
that resulted in a calculated value of 780 ppm.  TVA indicated that it developed the methodology because a 
reference for the 300 ppm IDLH value for gasoline could not be located.  The staff stated that it had not 
previously seen TVA's methodology used in other applications and wondered why TVA had not considered 
using the 300 ppm value based on industry literature that suggests that when an IDLH value is not available 
other values such as a Threshold Limit Value (TLV) could be used.  The staff stated that although it might find 
TVA's approach ultimately acceptable, it deviated from the staff's understanding of current industry practice 
and how other applicants were addressing the issue.  TVA requested that the staff provide it with the industry 
guidance that states a different value such as a TLV value can be used when the IDLH value is not available.  
The staff indicated that it would provide TVA with some industry references.  In addition, the staff stated that it 
would continue to review TVA's RAI response and provide its evaluation in the SER with open items (including 
whether TVA's response is adequate). 
 
Subsequent to the March 6, 2009, phone call, on March 11, 2009, NRC staff provided TVA with industry 
references regarding what value to use when an IDLH value for a chemical is not available.  The industry 
references included guidance from the ALOHA computer code users manual, OSHA references, and 
Department of Energy references.  
 
 
Joe Sebrosky 
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Senior Project Manager 
NRO/DNRL/NWE1 
301-415-1132 
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