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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Response to Nancy Sutley, Executive Office of the 
President, Council on Environmental Quality – Request Dated February 12, 2009 

 
 
Subject:  Department and Agency National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Contacts and 
Capacity 
 
1. The name, title and contact information of your highest ranking senior environmental advisor 
and/or NEPA contact at your Department or Agency and each subordinate entity. 
 
Name: Richard H. Turtil 
Title:  
Chief, Intergovernmental Liaison Branch 
Division of Intergovernmental Liaison and Rulemaking 
Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management Programs 
 
Contact information: 
Mail Stop T-8F42 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
Phone: 301-415-2308 
FAX:    301-415-5955 
E-mail:  Richard.Turtil@NRC.GOV 
 
NRC does not have entities subordinate to this NEPA contact.  Programmatic offices, as 
identified below, retain staff who apply their expertise to NEPA-related requirements associated 
with NRC licensing activities.  However, these staff resources are not positioned in a 
subordinate role, nor do they regularly report to, the current NEPA contact identified here.   
 
2. A brief description of your organization’s NEPA capacity that includes the number of 
personnel (e.g. full and part time permanent positions) and their location(s) in your organization 
including headquarters and field offices. 
 
Five offices at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission retain capacity for addressing NEPA 
requirements as follows: 
 
Office of New Reactors (NRO) 
 
Within the Division of Site and Environmental Reviews (DSER), there are four branches 
dedicated to conducting new reactor licensing reviews and supporting the environmental impact 
statements under NEPA. These branches are Environmental Projects Branch 1 (RAP1), 
Environmental Projects Branch 2 (RAP2), Environmental Projects Branch 3 (RAP3), and the 
Environmental Technical Support Branch (RENV).   Each branch consists of approximately 10 
staff members, one secretary, and one supervisor.  (Estimated FTE - 40 FTE)  
 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) 
 
Within the Division of License Renewal (DLR) in NRR, the Environmental Review Branch 
(RERB) is devoted to conducting license renewal reviews and writing environmental impact 
statements under NEPA.  This branch also serves as the environmental technical branch for all 
of NRR and handles environmental assessments for license amendment requests and 
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rulemaking actions, Section 7 consultations under the ESA, and related activities.  This branch 
contains 10 employees, including one supervisor.  Approximately 90 percent of this branch’s 
workload can be attributed to NEPA.  Additionally, DLR contains 2 project branches (RPB1 and 
RPB2), which manage license renewal reviews.  Combined, these branches hold 22 people, 
including 2 supervisors.  Approximately half of the workload associated with these branches can 
be attributed to the NEPA process, while the other half is associated with license renewal safety 
reviews.  (Estimated FTE – 18 FTE) 
 
The Division of Operating Reactors (DORL) in NRR may occasionally produce environmental 
assessments for simple licensing actions, but no part- or full-time staff is devoted to this task. 
 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards (NMSS) 
 
In the Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards (FCSS), the Fuel Manufacturing Branch 
has seven project managers that review licensing actions for simple EAs with FONSI and 
determination of categorical exclusion for all operating fuel manufacturing facilities and 
universities.  Currently, three university licensees are pursuing 10 year renewals with 
categorical exclusions.  Staff spends less than 5% of their time on routine licensing actions 
related to NEPA.  Additionally, two Project Managers work with the Office of Federal State 
Materials and Environmental Management Programs (FSME) on the environmental assessment 
for two 40 year license renewals.  They spent approximately 10% of their time in FY08 resolving 
and coordinating the resolution of issues.  (Estimated FTE - 0.6 FTE) 
 
In the Uranium Enrichment Branch (UEB), one person is devoted to the preparation of EISs for 
new reactor COL applications.  He will also work with FSME on the development of EISs for 
Areva and GE-H, and spends approximately 75% of his time on this NEPA activity.  Three other 
project managers in UEB perform some NEPA activities related to licensing reviews.  They 
determine if categorical exclusions are applicable, draft basic environmental assessments, and 
coordinate with FSME on development of more complicated environmental assessments and 
environmental impact statements.  They spend less than 10% of their time on these NEPA 
activities.  (Estimated FTE - 1 FTE) 
 
The Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transport (SFST) in NMSS does not have staff devoted 
to NEPA work; on occasion, the division will request that NRC’s FSME conduct environmental 
reviews as necessary to address Environmental Assessments or Environmental Impact 
Statements for licensing or certification actions.  For rulemaking actions, FSME usually 
completes the NEPA-related work.  Other NEPA-related activities are supported upon request 
(i.e., upon receiving technical assistance requests from other divisions or offices).  For example, 
SFST received various technical assistance requests (TARs) from the Office of New Reactors 
and one TAR from the Division of High Level Waste Repository Safety.  In general, 
approximately five staff members oversee reviews of environmental reports (ERs) related to 
new reactors’ combined license applications (COLAs) and three individuals support activities 
related to the review of the Yucca Mountain EIS; the number of individuals varies depending on 
the stage of the project.  (Contractors generally review COLA ERs.)  Among individuals 
performing these reviews are project managers and technical reviewers.  These 
reviews/activities are related to transportation radiological safety.   (Estimate FTE - 2.0 FTE)  
 
In the Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety, two full time NEPA staff members are 
devoted full time to the review and hearing support of the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement, including supplements for a high-level waste repository at Yucca Mt.  (Estimate FTE 
- 2 FTE) 
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Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management (FSME) 
 
The Environmental Review Branch in the Office of Federal and State Materials and 
Environmental Programs (FSME) provides environmental review services for both the office of 
FSME and the Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards (NMSS).  In this capacity, the 
branch develops environmental assessments (EAs) and environmental impact statements 
(EISs) for complex licensing actions (new licenses, amendments, and renewals) in the following 
areas: decommissioning, uranium recovery, fuel cycle, and spent fuel facilities.  The branch also 
develops EAs or EISs for complex rulemakings in these areas.  The branch also reviews non 
complex EAs written by the licensing project management branches to ensure compliance with 
NEPA.  The branch provides environmental guidance and training for FSME, NMSS and the 
regions, and supplies technical support to other groups as requested.  The branch currently 
contains 15 staff and one supervisor.  (Estimated FTE - 15 FTE)  
 
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research 
 
The Environmental Transport Branch in the Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research conducts 
research to develop data and analytical tools for the licensing offices to use in assessing the 
movement of radioactive materials through environmental systems.  These tools are used to 
estimate doses to the public from planned and unplanned releases and may be applied 
anywhere in the fuel cycle where contamination may occur.  Because of our expertise in ground 
and surface water modeling we have also become involved in safety analyses for flooding and 
are currently updating the guidance and supporting data for analyses of potential flooding for 
new power plants.  Approximately 6 FTE are involved in various aspects of supporting the dose 
assessment process which is incorporated into environmental reviews.   (Estimated FTE – 4.5 
FTE) 

 
Office of the General Counsel  
 
The NRC's Office of the General Counsel does not specifically have a designated NEPA 
Division.  Rather a number of the 75+ attorneys in the office review NEPA documents and 
issues in a variety of contexts including rulemaking, licensing, adjudication and legal 
counseling.   
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