
 
March 24, 2009 

 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Robert B. Elliott, Chief 
 Technical Specifications Branch  
 Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM: Matthew Hamm, Reactor Engineer   /RA/    
 Technical Specifications Branch  
 Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF FEBRUARY 24 2009 CATEGORY 2 MEETING WITH 

THE TSTF TO RESOLVE OPEN ISSUES DISCUSSED DURING A 
WORKSHOP HELD ON JANUARY 27 AND 28, 2009.  

 
 

On February 24, 2009, a public meeting was held between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission (NRC), and members of the Technical Specifications Task Force (TSTF) at US 

NRC Headquarters.  The purpose of the meeting was to resolve open issues discussed during a 

workshop held on January 27 and 28, 2009.  The workshop generally followed the agenda 

proposed in a February 10, 2009 Public Meeting Notice (Agencywide Documents Access and 

Management System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML090350153) as amended by the meeting 

participants.  Enclosure 1 contains the meeting minutes, enclosure 2 contains the attendee list, 

and enclosure 3 is a TSTF address list.  

 
Enclosures: 
As stated 
 
cc:  See next page 
 
CONTACT: Matthew Hamm, NRR/DIRS 

301-415-1472 
MEH1@nrc.gov 
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Enclosure 1 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
A public meeting was held between the staff of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the 
staff), and members of the Technical Specifications Task Force (TSTF) on February 24, 2009.  
The purpose of the meeting was to resolve open issues discussed during a workshop held on 
January 27 and 28, 2009.  The workshop generally followed the agenda proposed in a 
February 10, 2009 Public Meeting Notice (Agencywide Documents Access and Management 
System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML090350153) as amended by the meeting participants.  The 
following is a brief summary of the meeting.  
 
The staff and members of the Technical Specifications Task Force (TSTF) were introduced.  
The TSTF requested to add a discussion regarding the proper interpretation of Surveillance 
Requirement (SR) 3.0.3 to the agenda.   The staff agreed to the addition to the agenda. 
 
The TSTF and the staff resumed the discussion from January 27 regarding use of Limiting 
Condition for Operation (LCO) 3.0.4. The staff began by reversing its position, previously stated 
during the January workshop, on whether or not the REQUIRED ACTIONS need to be 
completed before changing mode when invoking 3.0.4a to allow a mode change with inoperable 
equipment.  The staff agreed with the TSTF that the wording of LCO 3.0.4a does not explicitly 
require the REQUIRED ACTIONS to be completed prior to the mode change.  However, the staff 
stated that although TS are not explicit on the subject, it feels the intent of  LCO 3.0.4a was that 
it is prudent for licensees to complete Required Actions prior to ascending in Mode.  The staff 
further stated that Generic Letter (GL) 87-09 is very clear on that intent.  The TSTF stated that 
the LCO 3.0.2 Bases may be a good source of guidance on the subject.  The staff stated that an 
improvement to the LCO 3.0.4a Bases may clarify the intent and that a clarification to 
LCO 3.0.4a Bases should be consistent with LCO 3.0.4b Bases.  The TSTF stated it would 
investigate a Bases revision to improve operator understanding of the intent of LCO 3.0.4a. 
 
The TSTF and the staff resumed the discussion from January 27 regarding the need to comply 
with all REQUIRED ACTIONS when shutting down.  The TSTF stated that a licensee is free to 
enter the Shutdown Track prior to completing all the REQUIRED ACTIONS of all applicable 
CONDITIONS they happen to be in at that time. The staff stated its disagreement and further 
stated that if a licensee is unable to meet its COMPLETION TIMES, they could contact the staff 
and request Enforcement Discretion (ED). The TSTF stated that the staff would likely have to 
field many more calls from licensees requesting ED.  The staff stated that LCO 3.0.2 uses the 
verbiage “Required Actions of the associated Conditions shall (emphasis added) be met.”  The 
staff stated that the language was used specifically to prevent the licensee from having an 
option as to whether or not to complete REQUIRED ACTIONS.  The TSTF stated that it felt the 
staff’s position is not in alignment with the way the industry trains its operators.  The TSTF stated 
it will assess the significance of the staff’s position by reviewing the TS for situations that may 
arise where licensees may need to enter the Shutdown Track instead of completing all 
REQUIRED ACTIONS within their associated COMPLETION TIMES.  The NRC stated that it 
plans to state its position at the RIC and suggested that the TSTF state their counterpoint at the 
Regulatory Information Conference (RIC). 
 
The TSTF began a discussion of SR 3.0.3 and stated that a SR that has never been performed 
should be treated like a missed SR.  The staff stated that a missed SR is not the same as a 
never performed SR, therefore SR 3.0.3 can not be applied to a never performed SR.  The 
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TSTF stated that it does not agree with a December 2008 TIA on the subject.  The TSTF stated 
that a TIA from 1992 conflicts with the December 2008 TIA.  The staff requested that the TSTF 
forward a copy of the 1992 TIA to NRC.  The TSTF stated that licensees must state why they 
feel the system will pass a SR in order to ask for an SR 3.0.3 extension for a portion of a system 
that has never been tested.  The staff agreed with the TSTF that a framework for treatment of 
“never performed SRs” could be developed.  The staff stated its belief that this approach was 
the best way to resolve the differences in position between the staff and the industry on this 
topic. 
 
The staff stated it would send a draft agenda for the RIC to the TSTF.  The TSTF agreed to 
review the draft agenda and discuss the logistical details via a conference call with the staff later 
in the week. 
 
Public comment was solicited but none was received.  The meeting was then adjourned. 
 



 

Enclosure 2 

February 21, 2009 NRC-TSTF Meeting Attendance 
 
 

NAME 
 

ORGANIZATION E-MAIL 

Ashkebousi, Nima NRC/NRO/CTSB nima.shkeboussi@nrc.gov 

Cusumano, Victor 
 
NRC/NRR/ITSB victor.cusumano@nrc.gov 

Dority, Dayna NRC/NRO/CTSB dayna.dority@nrc.gov 

Elliott, Robert 
 
NRC/NRR/ITSB robert.elliott@nrc.gov 

Grover, Ravinder 
 
NRC/NRR/ITSB rpg2@nrc.gov 

Hamm, Matthew 
 
NRC/NRR/ITSB matthew.hamm@nrc.gov 

Laura, Richard NRC/NRO/CTSB richard.laura@nrc.gov 

Lewin, Aron NRC/NRR/ITSB axl4@nrc.gov 

Mann, Brian 
 
TSTF/EXCEL brianm@excelservices.com 

Marrero, Abraham NRC/NRR/ITSB abraham.marrero@nrc.gov 

Prato, Robert NRC/NRO/CTSB rjp2@nrc.gov 

Tjader, Theodore NRC/NRO/CTSB theodore.tjader@nrc.gov 

Schulten, Carl 
 
NRC/NRR/ITSB carl.schulten@nrc.gov 

Williams, Joseph 
 
NRC/NRR/PSPB joseph.williams@nrc.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Enclosure 3 

 Technical Specifications Task Force Mailing List 
 
cc: 
 
Technical Specifications Task Force  
11921 Rockville Pike  
Suite 100  
Rockville, MD 20852  
Attention: Donald Hoffman  
Telephone: 301-984-4400  
E-mail: donaldh@excelservices.com  
  
Kenneth Schrader  
Diablo Canyon Power Plant  
Building 104/5/21A  
P.O. Box 56  
Avila Beach, CA 93424  
Telephone: 805-545-4328  
E-mail: kjse@pge.com  
 
John Messina 
First Energy Nuclear Operating Company 
76 South Main Street 
Mail Stop: Akron-GO-14 
Akron, OH 44308 
Telephone: 330-384-5878 
E-mail: jmessina@firstenergycorp.com 

Thomas Raidy  
Southern California Edison  
Mail Stop D-3-E  
P.O. Box 128  
San Clemente, CA 92672  
Telephone: (949) 368-7582  
E-mail: Tom.Raidy@sce.com  
 
Reene' V. Gambrell 
Duke Energy 
Mailcode: ON03RC 
7800 Rochester Highway 
Seneca, SC 29672 
Telephone: 864-885-3364 
E-mail: RVGambrell@duke-energy.com 

Brian Mann 
EXCEL Services Corporation  
11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 100  
Rockville, MD 20852 
Telephone: 301-984-4400 
E-mail: brianm@excelservices.com
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