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From: EHDH [ehdh@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2008 11:00 AM
To: Seiler, Ann
Subject: Opposition to Progress Energy's Railway project; Dunnellon, Fl.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Ms. Seiler,  

I am writing you today to request your support regarding my opposition to a railway spur near Dunnellon, Fl. – 
as proposed by Progress Energy. Supposedly to move equipment and supplies to its planned new nuclear power 
plant. I am strongly opposed to this railroad line being placed along the old abandoned railroad bed at the south 
end of The Villages of Rainbow Springs for the following reasons. 

As currently envisioned, the railway line will have a significant adverse impact on our community, both 
enviromentally and in emergency services situations. 

Here are some of my many concerns: 

There is currently one railroad crossing in existance in Dunnellon at the junction of Williams St. and SR 484 
which is a main East-West corridor in and out of town. This new crossing is planned for US highway 41, a main 
North-South corridor. If two trains arrived at these crossings at or near the same time they would effectively 
block the major roads into and out of Dunnellon. 

The already-heavy traffic on Highway 41 will become worse with a second Dunnellon railroad crossing and the 
resulting train delays. 

  

Critical safety issues for all area residents - most importantly - emergency services being delayed due to train 
crossings. Which could result in tragic and unnecessary deaths.  

Wildlife endangerment, a dramatic increase of noise and air pollution from an additional train line and concern 
about the possible future transportation of hazardous materials and nuclear waste through our neighborhood. 
This danger would obviously pose significant pollution and health hazards. 

Structural damage to homes in close proximity of the railway spur - most significantly - those in the Rainbow 
Springs Woodlands area 

Due to additional trains on the present line, rail noise will increase exponentially for all areas of Rainbow 
Springs, including Grand Park, Grand Park North, Country Club Estates, The Forest, The Villas, Fox Trace, 
The Woodlands, and Fairway Estates, as well as the surrounding area. 

Some Woodlands property owners will have trains operating along the edges of their yards, in close proximity 
to their homes, disrupting their tranquility. 
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Property owners will lose part of the investment they have made in their homes as property values drop and 
homes become more difficult to sell. 

We feel the railroad spur in its proposed location will have an irreversible negative impact on our environment, 
on our property values and on the quality of our lives. 

Overall decrease of the quality of life in our rural wooded community  

The deadline for our group to file a Notice of Intent to become an "interested person" and to participate in 
discussions of this matter with Progress Energy is fast approaching – August 18, 2008. We urge you to get 
involved with your constituents and assist us in accomplishing our goal of becoming actively involved in the 
rail way discussions, by attending an emergency meeting on Tuesday, July 29, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rainbow 
Room at the Rainbow Springs Golf and Country Club Clubhouse, 8625 SW 200th Circle, Dunnellon, FL 34431. 

Thank you, 

 Edward G. Healey Jr. & Dorith J. Healey 
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