
 
 

March 12, 2009 
 
 
 
Mr. John M. Tuohy, Jr., P.E. 
Executive Director 
American Nuclear Society 
555 North Kensington Avenue 
LaGrange Park, IL  60526-5592 
 
Dear Mr. Tuohy: 
 
Thank you for your recent communication regarding the American Nuclear Society (ANS) 
standards development program.  We received your email of February 12, 2009, and your letter 
and proposal requesting grant funds dated February 26, 2009.  As you have observed, a history 
of successful cooperation exists between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and 
several organizations, including ANS, in the development of voluntary consensus standards that 
help to ensure the safe use of nuclear power. 
 
The NRC Office of Administration’s Division of Contracts received your request for grant funds 
and will treat it as an Unsolicited Application.  Your request will be reviewed carefully under the 
provisions of Management Directive 11.6, “Financial Assistance Program.”   
 
I have discussed your letter and your plans for developing and updating probabilistic risk 
assessment (PRA) standards with Mr. Michael Case, the NRC Standards Executive.  He is well 
aware of your organization’s long history of progress in developing such standards, including 
the successful collaboration with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers on a joint 
standard on PRA quality.  In addition, about 50 NRC staff members actively participate in the 
work of ANS standards developing groups. 
 
I assure you that your proposal will receive our full consideration. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Brian W. Sheron, Director 
      Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research 
 
cc:  Chairman Klein
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