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March 4, 2009

10 CFR 50.12
10 CFR 50, Appendix R

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk

Mail Stop OWFN, P1-35
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

In the Matter of ) Docket Nos. 50-259
Tennessee Valley Authority , ) 50-260
50-296

BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT (BFN) - UNITS 1, 2, AND 3 - WITHDRAWAL OF
PROPOSED REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM 10 CFR 50, APPENDIX R,
PARAGRAPH 11I.G.2, FIRE PROTECTION OF SAFE SHUTDOWN CAPACITY

By letter dated January 27, 2009, to NRC from F. R. Godwin, BFN requested an
exemption from the provisions of 10 CFR 50, Appendix R, Paragraph 111.G.2, Fire
Protection of Safe Shutdown Capability, for the use of operator manual actions on Units 1,
2, and 3 as a means to ensure one redundant safe shutdown train is free of fire damage.

The purpose of this letter is to withdraw the above referenced request for exemption from
Appendix R, Paragraph 111.G.2. TVA plans to adopt National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) Standard 805, "Performance-Based Standard for Fire Protection for Light Water
Reactor Electric Generating Plants, 2001 Edition," at BFN in accordance with 10 CFR
50.48(c).

10-CFR 50.48(c), in conjunction with NFPA 805, provides an alternate, performance-
based method to comply with NRC fire protection requirements. NRC has encouraged
licensees to consider the benefits of transitioning plant fire protection programs from their
current prescriptive requirements to the new NFPA 805 standard.

TVA recognizes that the overall benefit of NFPA is in ensuring optimum focus on

enhancing plant safety through the use of performance-based standards and risk lnformed
decision-making techniques.
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Therefore, BFN respectfully requests that the subject request for exemption be withdrawn.
TVA will submit a separate letter of intent to transition BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 to the NFPA
805 standard.

There are no new regulatory commitments contained within this request. If you have any
questions about this request, please telephone F. R. Godwin (256) 729-2636.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on this
4th day of March 2009.

incerely,

R. G. West
Site Vice President

cc: see page 3
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CC:

(Via NRC Electronic Distribution)

Ms. Eva A. Brown, Senior Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

One White Flint, North

(MS 08G9A)

115655 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2739

Eugene F. Guthrie, Branch Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region il :
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8931

NRC Resident Inspector
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
10833 Shaw Road

Athens, Alabama 35611-6970



