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Meeting on the Environmental Report
Detroit Edison Application to Build Fermi III
January 14, 2009

I am Sister Janet Ryan and I serve on the Leadership Council for the IHM Sisters of Monroe and I
am a health care Clinical Pastoral Education supervisor.

Dr. Helen Caldicott lists numerous dangerous, carcinogenic elements produced by nuclear power
plants:

" Iodine 13 1, which bio-concentrates in leafy vegetables and milk and can induce thyroid
cancer

" Strontium 90, which bio-concentrates in milk and bone, and can induce breast cancer, bone
cancer and leukemia

" Cesium 137, which bio-concentrates in meat, and can induce a malignant muscle cancer
called a sarcoma

" Plutonium 239, which can cause liver cancer, bone cancer, lung cancer, testicular cancer and

birth defects.

I have three questions regarding these health risks:

1. How many radioactive spills and shutdowns have taken place in U.S. nuclear power plants over
the past 30 years? How likely or unlikely would new nuclear plants be to have such an accident?
What would be the result?

2. How and where will the highly radioactive waste be stored? What are the political challenges
regarding storing radioactive waste? How will these challenges be addressed?

3. What are the health impacts of adding another nuclear power plant to our community?
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