
 
March 2, 2009 

 
 
 

 
Mr. Mitch Tillman 
Plant Manager 
Honeywell Metropolis Works 
2768 North US 45 Road 
Metropolis, IL 62960 
 
 
SUBJECT:  REQUEST TO MODIFY RESPIRATORY PROTECTION REQUIREMENT 

IN THE APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF HONEYWELL'S SOURCE 
MATERIAL LICENSE (TAC NO. L32470) 
 

Dear Mr. Tillman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has reviewed Honeywell Metropolis 
Works request for a revision to the Respiratory Protection Requirements transmitted by letter, 
dated October 7, 2008,  (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) 
Accession No.ML0828301380).  Our review of your request has identified that additional 
information is needed before final action can be taken on your submittal. 
 
The additional information, specified in the enclosure, should be provided within 30 days from 
the date of this letter.  If this allowance is not sufficient please respond within 7 days and let us 
know when you will be able to respond. 
 
In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Section 2.390 of the NRC’s 
Rules of Practice, a copy of this letter will be available electronically from the Publicly Available 
Records component of NRC ADAMS.  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Website at  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 
If there are any questions regarding this action, please contact me @ (301) 492-3108 or 
Michael.Raddatz@nrc.gov.   
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To ensure a timely review please provide the requested information within 30 days of the date of 
this letter.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, I can be reached at (301) 492-3108, 
or via e-mail, to mgr@nrc.gov. 
 
       Sincerely,   
 

/RA/ 
 

Michael Raddatz, Sr. Project Manager 
Advanced Fuel Cycle 
Fuel Facility Licensing Directorate 
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety  

     and Safeguards 
 Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
   and Safeguards 

 
 
Docket No.:  40-3392,  
Certificate No.:  SUB-526 
 
Enclosure:  As Stated 
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RAI #1  
 
RG 8.15 section 2.1, page 8.15-5 states, “The licensee, however, should be able to support the 
decision to use or not to use respirators in each circumstance. Supporting information could 
include the results of surveys, measurements and calculations, previous history with this or 
similar jobs, or other pertinent data.”  The amendment proposes to remove language from the 
license application which was originally implemented to protect individuals during an emergency 
event.  Removal of the respiratory requirement appears to leave individuals vulnerable to this 
type of event.  Justification for the amendment does not include a description of measures 
which will protect individuals better than the respiratory equipment.  Consistent with Reg. Guide 
8.15 section 2.1, provide additional information such as training, limited access, design, etc. 
which demonstrate that the alternate response to an Immediately Dangerous to Life and Health 
(IDLH) event will improve as low as reasonably achieved (ALARA) over the use of the 
respirator.  Justify that these alternate methods maintain doses ALARA better than the 
respirator. 
 
RAI #2  
 
The attachment 1 to the licensee’s amendment request entitled, “Policy Review – Half-Face 
Respirator Emergency Use,” contains two primary reasons for not requiring use of the half-face 
respirators.  The third bullet under the first reason on page 1 indicates that the respirator must 
be NIOSH approved.  This third bullet appears to indicate that the half-face respirators are not 
NIOSH approved, yet the last paragraph of the attachment indicates the respirator will continue 
to be used on a voluntary basis.  Consistent with Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 
20.1703(a), clarify whether these respirators are National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH) approved and the basis for their use at the facility.  Justify why these respirators 
should continue to be used on a voluntary basis, if they do not provide sufficient protection 
under possible work conditions.  Describe the policies in place to ensure these respirators will 
only be used for circumstances for which they are NIOSH approved and for which they provide 
adequate protection. 
 
RAI #3  
 
The second item in attachment 1 to the amendment request indicates that respirators were 
issued to visitors who had “not received proper evaluation and training.”  Consistent with 
10 CFR 40.31(x), demonstrate that sufficient training will be implemented to ensure individuals 
properly respond to emergency events. 
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