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M "-RE: Ground Waterx Classification
: 7 o for Christensen Ranch
. AV 1&@0 ’ In-8itu Uranium Project
¥ 7ol oW (WDEQ Permit to Mine #478)

Dear Bill: g

.My staff bas reviewed the information submitied by Malapai
esources for the Christensen Ranch Amendment, Permit to Mine
478. This included the general ground water classification
enos from the Water Quality Division, the draft Environmental
ssessment, and the relevant portions of the amendment
pplication. The information contained in the submitital does not
pecifically delineate the area to be designated as a Class V

cund water (equivalent to an aquifer exemption for the project
hich has four mining phases over a twenty-five (25) year

eriod}. The applicant has, however, provided some specifics on
hase one of {he project, which outline the approximate well

ield area (Figure 3.2, Amendment te Mine} and a typical —
roduction unit well pattern layout (Figure 3.2, Amendment to
ine). Our review raised no concerns with the proposed phase one
ayout or monitering. There are no existing sources of drinking
ater within the area of review. The closest existing sources of
rinking water are in Secgtion 8, T44N, R76W. The Region concurs
ith designation of the ground water associated with the Phase I
rojaect as generally ountlined on Figure 3.2, Amendment to Mine,
L£-the classification is restricted to the aguifer inside of the
ing.of ore zone monitoring wells, with the understanding that
«ﬂmm changes will be made when the applicant drills out the well
ieldd.

The review of the general information regarding the
emaining three phasgses of the project raised no major issues,
xcept for the non-specific nature of the ground water
lassification made by the Water Quality Division (May 5, 1988
emo from Bob Lucht). The memo refers to designating the K Sand

gre zone as a Class V, but doex not reference a map as was the
dase in the classification action for the Everest Highland
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project. Additionally, there is no referencs to the fact that
the Water Division planned further review of this action when
more information became available as the ore zone is developed.
EPA believes that the general classification action to phases 2,
3, and 4 should be referenced to the approximate representation
~f the ore zone shown in the cross section locations map {Figure
D5.6). This designation shonld indicate that £inal
rlassification will be made when the ore body is finally
Helineated and ore zone monitor well locations are selected. The
Region would like to participate in the review of the specific
Hata on phases 2-4 when 1t becomes available.

If you have any questions on our comments, please contact
Mike Strieby at (303) 293-1415 or Paul Osborne {(303) 293-1418.

Sincerely,

Max H. Dodson

. Director
Water Management Division




