March 09, 2009

Technical Specifications Task Force (TSTF)
11921 Rockville Pike

Suite 100

Rockville, MD 20852

SUBJECT: REPY TO INDUSTRY PLAN TO RESOLVE TSTF-493, "CLARIFY
APPLICATION OF SETPOINT METHODOLOGY FOR LSSS FUNCTIONS"

DOCKET NO:  PROJ0753; TAC MD5249

REFERENCES: (1) Letter from the Technical Specifications Task Force to the NRC, “Industry
Plan to Resolve TSTF-493, "Clarify Application of Setpoint Methodology
for LSSS Functions," dated February 23, 2009

(2) NRC Regulatory Issue Summary 2006-17, NRC Staff Position on the
Requirements of 10 CFR 50.36, “Technical Specifications,” Regarding
Limiting Safety System Settings (LSSSs) During Periodic Testing and
Calibration of Instrument Channels”

Dear Members of the TSTF:

We have reviewed your letter dated February 23, 2009. The NRC staff finds that the letter
meets the agreed course of action as discussed at the January 8, 2009 public meeting between
the NRC and the industry for resolving the TSTF-493 setpoint issue. We commend you on the
substantial progress this letter represents in brokering agreement among the vendor owners
groups to establish a generic solution to the scope of instrumentation functions that are LSSS
functions related to plant safety limits as described in Reference (2) and to identify three
implementation strategies which provide flexible solutions for revising plant-specific technical
specifications when adopting the content of TSTF-493. The NRC staff finds that development of
TSTF-493, Revision 4 using the concepts addressed in the enclosure of the letter should
provide licensees with a readily adoptable approach to ensure that plant technical specifications
(TSs) conform to the requirements of 10 CFR 50.36.

In your letter you developed a list of Actions describing activities to be accomplished for
development of TSTF-493, Revision 4. We are in agreement with the actions, including the
Spring 2009 target date, for industry to submit TSTF-493, Revision 4 to the NRC staff for
approval. The NRC staff commits to act expeditiously to review TSTF 493 to make it available
as a consolidated line item improvement (CLIIP) TSTF traveler. Furthermore, in the interim the
staff intends to process plant specific license amendment requests consistent with the concepts
in the letter.
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If you have any questions related to this letter please contact Carl Schulten at (301) 415-1192 or
e-mail carl.schulten@nrc.gov .

Sincerely,

/RA/

Robert B. Elliott, Chief

Technical Specifications Branch

Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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If you have any questions related to this issue or action please contact Carl Schulten at (301)
415-1192 or e-mail carl.schulten@nrc.gov or Hukam Garg at (301) 415-2929 or e-mail
huckam.garg@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Robert B. Elliott, Chief

Technical Specifications Branch

Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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cc:
Technical Specifications Task Force
11921 Rockville Pike

Suite 100

Rockville, MD 20852

E-mail: tstf@excelservices.com

George G. (Bert) Yates
AmerenUE Callaway Plant
P.O. Box 620

Fulton, MO 65251

E-mail: gyates@ameren.com

John Messina

First Energy Nuclear Operating Company
76 South Main Street

Mail Stop: Akron-GO-14

Akron, OH 44308

E-mail: jmessina@firstenergycorp.com

David Bice

Entergy

N-GSB64

1448 SR 333

Russellville, AR 72802
E-mail: dbice@entergy.com

Reene' V. Gambrell

Duke Energy

Mailcode: ONO3RC

7800 Rochester Highway

Seneca, SC 29672

E-mail: RVGambrell@duke-energy.com

Donald R. Hoffman

EXCEL Services Corporation

11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 100
Rockville, MD 20852

E-mail: donaldh@excelservices.com

Brian Mann

EXCEL Services Corporation
11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 100
Rockville, MD 20852

E-mail: brianm@excelservices.com
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