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BURDICK LETTERS 



~ ., United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU Or-INDIAN AFFAIRS 
C:tf\tn~ Coltihlrria Agencf 

bSO C.pit"l M~II. ~\oI\IO 8·S00 
S,crAmtr.lll. C~. 95>81~·47 iO 

ael '2 1 2~OO 

To Wh:>m 11 May Concern: 

The purpose of Ihis correspondence is to provide notic.e that my ~si01l of October 17. 2006. 
to aCknowiedge the actions tak.en py the General Council ollhe Timbi~ha Shoshone Tritle 01" 
September 20. 2008. is not yet effective. 

Consistent with 25 CFR 2.6. my decision shall not be eflec\ive until the time fer filing a nolice 01 
appeal has expired end no nolice 01 appeal has been filed. A notice 01 appeal must be filed 
within 30 oays from fecelpl 0{ my decision, in accordance with 25 CFR 2.9. Consistent With 2~ 
CFR 2.19. if my decision is timely appealed, Itte Regional Director shall render a written 
decision regarding the appeal within 60 deys. A. decision by the Regional Director may 
thereafter be appealed within 30 days after its issuance to the Interior Soard of Indian Appeals 
(181.6.), c;onsistent wittl25 CFR 2.19. 

RegUlations gQverning appealS to the ISlA at -i3 CFR Part 4, provide that no deCision of a BIA 
official that is subject to appeal will be considered 1inal 60 as to constitute agency action unless 
made effectiVe by a decision and order of the ISlA, at which time the agency decision may be 
consiClered final and effective pursUan1 to 43 CFR 4.314. 

Therefore, for purposes of govemment-to-govemment relations, IIV! recogniZed Tr1ba1 Council 
for the Tirnblsha Shoshone Tribe continue" to be: 

Joe Kemedy, Chairman 
Margaret Armitage. Vice-Chairman 
Madeline Esteves, SecnrtarylTreasurer 
Marg8fe~ Cortez, Council Member 
Pauline Eslo...es, Councll Membef 

Should you have any que6tion in thiS malter, pleaso contact my office a\ (916) 93()'3776. 

2'd 

Sincerely, 

Troy Buldick 
Superintendent 



If6IUU~/UU.J 

IJnited States Departlnent of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central CWfOrnfa Agency 

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-500 
SaQ'amento. CA 95814-47)0 

IN RULY aUla 'rO 

Mr.loeKeonedy~ Chairman 
Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
P.O. Box 206 . 
Death Valley, Califor.o.ia 92328-0206 

Deaf Mr. Kennedy: 

(\~ov 1 0 2001 

The PUIPOsc of this colTespondence is to clar.itY that, for govemment-to-govemment 
purposes, the Bureau of Indian AfBdra (BIA) commues to recognize Mr. 100 KcDDedy, 
Mr. :Ed. Betmau, Ms. Madeline Estevea. Ms.'~lJ'ginia. Beck, and Mr. Cleveland Casey~ 
members of1he Trlbal Council of the TllIlbisha. Shoshone mDe that were in office prior 
to the General CoUDcil meetiDs otIanuary 2(la 2008, as the sovernlni body oftbe Tribe. 
The results of SUb8CQ.1.1ent Tribal electicms Iwro been acknowledged by tho BlA. 
However, as explained below, these decision" to admowledse Tn"bal aotion are not final 
for the Depertmeut of the Interior until the oppm1uDity for appe"al is exhausted. 
ConsequentJy, until dedsioDS regarding aclalllw1edgmeat ofreoent Tribal election 
activities are final, the BIA continues to recolpUze Mr. lCeDnedy and Mr. Beamat\, and 
the Counell seated prior to lanUI!Y 20, 2008, for purposes involving the Federal 
government, 

. -" . . '.' ~'. ' . 

Previously~ by correspondence datecl FebNu:r 29. 2008, I acknowledged the actiODS by 
the Tunbisha Shoshone General Council at a Special General Council meeting held on 
l!'huary 20, 2008. wbc:roin the Gemnl Coumil voted to ratifY the November 13. 2007. 
General Election. seating Margaret Armitage and Margaret Cortez. Cotl8eqUcmtiy, my 
decision of February 291 200810 admowledW! the results (lflanuary 2O~ 2008 meeting 
waS appealed and theretbre is Dot yet final. . 

On October 17, 2008, I provided 1Dy responsel to documentation submitted on September 
26, 2008, regarding the removal ofMr.loelGmnedy. Chairman of1hc Timbisha 
Shoshone T!me, at a General Council ~l held September 20, 200S. and 
acknowledged the actions taken at the September 20, 2008 meeting. Consequently, my 
decisionofOetober 1*'/, 2008, is again subject to appeal in llCCordance with 2S CFR, 
Pm 2. 

Both of my prior decisions to acknoWledge the General Council's election actions are 
subject to appeal ill accordance with 2S CF.R, Part 2, which provides that no decision I 
make is efFective until the time for fiJins a no1ice of appeal has expired and no notice of 
appeal has been filed within the 30 day period for tiling an appeal. If my decision is 



timoly appealed, the llegional Director must then render a written clecJsjon regarding the 
appeal witbin 60 days. A decision by the Regional Director may thereafter be appealed 
to the Interior Board·oflDdian Appeals (lBLl). Regulations at 43 CF1l Put 4 govern 
appeals to the lBIA. aod provide that DO deo:isioft or a BJA official that it subject to 
appeal will be considered fiDal80 18 to OOllS1nutc agency action UDloss made ~ective by 
a decision aDd order aftho lBIA. . 

To summa~ both my February 29. 2008 8nd October 17.2008 decisions are subjeatto 
appeal to tile ~onal DiIectot. Pacific JlegioDll Oftice. Bur08ll ofJmlia1i AfUirB, 2800 
Cottage Way. Sac:mmonto, California 9S82S in accordance with regu.latioDS ~t 25 CFll 
part 2 (copy enclosed). Any notice of appeal must be filed in this oft1ce within 30 days 
of the date you receive thia decision. The cklte ofming your notice of appeal is the date it 
is p"ostnWkecJ orthe date it is persoul1y deJ:lvered to this oftice. Your notice ofappeal 
must include 1'l4tIle, ad~1Ild t~ephone DI.unber. It sboUld dearly identify the decision 
1.0 be appealed. Jtpossible, attach a copy oftbe decifion. The notice Of appeUand the 
envelope ~tbich it is mailed should be c1ear~l labeled 'WOTIeR OF APPEAL," The 
notice of appeal mus~ Jist names and addrealea of tho interested.parties bo\Vn to you aud 
ceJ1jfy that you have seDt them copies of the !lOdoe. You must also send a copy of your 
notice to tho llesionat Director. at tho addrelw given above. Jfno timely appeal is filed, 
these decisions will become fiDal tbr the Det~ of tho IDterior at the expiration of 
the appeal period.. No exteasi.on of time m&!l be grabted b' fiting • notice of appeal 

Jfyou have any questiou, pleaso do not hesitate to co~ Cuol Rogers--Davis. Tribal 
Op«atioDi Officer. 81(916) 930-3794. . 

Sincerely, 

C;~ .. 
Troy Burdick 
SUperiDtendent 

cc: !legions} Director, Pacific legion, BllRI1U of Indian A1l8irs 
101m NC. Peebles, Esq.1001 Second Streut, Sa.cmmeDto, CA 9S814. ./ 
Mike.JJDdenon. Esq. 300 Independence Ave .. SE, Washington. D.C. 20003 . 
Judith.A. Shapiro, Esq. 6856 Eastern A\'Ooa NW, Ste. 266, Washb1gtOD, D.C 20012 
lbbisha Shoshone Tribe, P.O. Box 2Ot~ Death Valley, CA 92328 
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