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Subject: ESBWR Design Certification Application –– Non-RAI Related 

Changes for DCD Chapter 16 (Technical Specifications) and 
Chapter 16B (Bases) 

 
The purpose of this letter is to submit an advance copy of non-RAI related 
changes that GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy (GEH) will incorporate in the next 
revision to the ESBWR DCD Chapter 16 Technical Specifications and Chapter 
16B Bases. 
 
Specifically, the changes noted below will be incorporated in the Revision 6 DCD, 
as shown in the Enclosure 1 markups: 
 
1. Final Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) DC/COL-ISG-08 (Reference 1) states in 

part: 
Present and future applicants for standard plant DCs shall identify 
resolution of all generic technical specification COL action items by the 
time of COL issuance as the responsibility of the COL applicant; DC 
applicants may not identify resolution of generic technical specification 
COL action items as the responsibility of the COL holder following 
issuance of the COL. 

Therefore, Chapters 16 and 16B are revised to eliminate COL-Holder Items.  
Each of the DCD Revision 5 COL-Holder Items either, (a) reverts to a COL-
Applicant Item for the COL Applicant to provide the plant-specific final 
closure, or (b) in the case of the Allowable Values, the specific Allowable 
Values and the associated COL-Holder Items are deleted. 
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Deletion of the Allowable Values is consistent with option 3 in ISG-08, which 
states: 
 

(3) Establish a PTS Section 5.5 or 5.6 administrative controls program or 
report. 

Such an administrative controls technical specification as described in 
option (3) shall require (a) use of an NRC-reviewed and -approved 
methodology for determining the plant-specific value, (b) establishment of 
an associated document, outside the PTS, in which the relocated plant-
specific value shall be recorded and maintained, and (c) any other 
information or restrictions the NRC staff deems necessary and appropriate 
to satisfy 10 CFR 50.36.  For example, some COL applicants have 
proposed an administrative controls technical specification for a set point 
control program to satisfy 10 CFR 50.36(c)(1)(ii)(A) in lieu of specifying 
explicit values for the limiting safety system settings in the PTS. 
 

The ESBWR Chapter 16, Administrative Control Section 5.5.11, Setpoint 
Control Program (SCP), meets the objectives required by the ISG cited 
above.  Each instrument function that has an Allowable Value also has an 
associated Channel Calibration that requires conformance to the SCP. 

 
2. Chapter 16, Surveillance Requirement (SR) 3.3.1.6.3 (page 3.3.1.6-3) is 

revised to delete COL item 3.3.1.6-1 and the corresponding brackets 
delineating the minimum count rate required for SRNM operability.  GEH has 
confirmed that a minimum count rate of 3.0 cps is applicable to the ESBWR. 

3. Chapter 16, Technical Specification (TS) 5.2.2.a is revised to provide the 
optional bracketed text that is conveyed by and consistent with the 
Reviewer’s Note for COL item 5.2.2-1. 

4. The Chapter 16 and 16B markups in Enclosure 1 also reflect a number of 
administrative changes to correct COL item labels and to relocate “start” and 
“end” brackets so that they more appropriately and consistently delineate the 
specific information that is to be supplied by COL applicants. 

 
If you have any questions or require additional information regarding the 
information provided here, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

Richard E. Kingston 
Vice President, ESBWR Licensing 
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Reference: 

1. Final Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) DC/COL-ISG-08, “Necessary Content 
of Plant-Specific Technical Specifications When a Combined License Is 
Issued,” ADAMS Accession No. ML083310259. 

 
 
 
Enclosure: 

1. MFN 09-139 – DCD Markups for Chapter 16 (Technical Specifications) 
and Chapter 16B (Bases). 

 
 
 
cc: AE Cubbage USNRC (with enclosure) 
 RE Brown GEH (with enclosure) 
 DH Hinds GEH (with enclosure) 
 eDRF 96-2003 
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