
 
 
  February 27, 2009 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:       Michael J. Case, Director 
 Division of Engineering 
 Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research 

 
FROM:                                 Robert L. Tregoning     /RA/ 

Senior Technical Advisor for Materials 
Division of Engineering 
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research 
 

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETING WITH NUCLEAR ENERGY 
INSTITUTE AND OTHER INTERESTED STAKEHOLDERS 
REGARDING INFORMATION REQUIRED TO APPLY FOR 
LICENSE CHANGES UNDER THE PROPOSED RISK-
INFORMED REVISION TO 10 CFR 50.46  
 
 

On February 20, 2009, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a meeting 
with stakeholders and the public to discuss potential regulatory guidance related to the 10 CFR 
50.46a rulemaking to risk-inform the Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS) requirements. 
 
Richard Dudley presented the recent history, status, and the planned rulemaking process and 
schedule.  The presentation is found in the Agency Document Management System (ADAMS) 
database under accession number ML090550082.  Robert Tregoning presented a summary of 
the proposed framework for regulatory guidance that an applicant proposing plant changes 
under 10 CFR 50.46a could use to demonstrate the applicability of the rule’s underlying 
technical basis.  The presentation is found in the ADAMS under ML090550085. 
 
The meeting participants posed questions and discussed issues associated with both the 
rulemaking and the proposed regulatory guidance framework.  Discussion topics included 
 

1) plans for engaging the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS),  
 
2) tracking and evaluating plant changes that could affect the technical basis 

applicability,  
 
3) defining the scope of the proposed regulatory guidance evaluation,  
 
4) identifying previous licensing processes that could be leveraged to support the 

evaluation of the technical basis applicability, and 
 
5) providing feedback on the proposed framework for regulatory guidance. 

 
Stakeholders also indicated that the meeting provided valuable insight and understanding of the 
rulemaking process and the staff’s proposed submittal requirements for applicants wishing to 
make plant changes under 10 CFR 50.46a.   
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Several actions also resulted from this meeting.  Stakeholders agreed to provide initial review 
and comments on the proposed regulatory guidance framework prior to publishing the draft 
regulatory guidance for comment.  This initial review will focus on the conceptual framework, 
identify areas that need to be clarified, identify missing technical areas, and identify where 
guidance could be simplified.  Stakeholders agreed to provide this initial feedback in a 
timeframe that supports the proposed schedule for developing the regulatory guidance.  Nuclear 
industry representatives also agreed to provide a plan and schedule for conducting a detailed 
review of the proposed regulatory guidance framework using a lead plant(s) to walk-through the 
guidance. 
 
  
Enclosures: 
Attendance List 
 
cc: V. Anderson, NEI 
 B. Bradley, NEI 
 J. Butler, NEI 
 T. Pietrangelo, NEI 
 K. Wichman, EMCC 
 G. Wilkowski, EMCC 
 B. Brust, EMCC 
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