From: BELL, Russ [rjb@nei.org]

Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2008 4:06 PM

To: William Reckley

Cc: KEITHLINE, Kimberly

Subject: Industry comments on "freeze point" paper
Attachments: FREEZE POINT Paper nei markup .doc

We appreciate the staff’s initiative to clarify the change process in the context of parallel DCD and COLA
reviews. In general, we think the draft paper provided for stakeholder discussion on Nov. 6 provides an
apt description of the process. The attached mark-up provides preliminary input for staff consideration
as it develops this paper further, perhaps as a draft ISG written against Section C.IV.3 of RG 1.206.

In addition to the specific mark-ups attached, we have the following general comments:

1. We look forward to further discussion and clarification of the criteria for changes that cannot be
deferred. For example, we recommend that “fixes to technical issues...” be modified to
“significant technical corrections...” We believe further discussion of what “significant” means
will be necessary. For example, changes that warrant reporting to NRC, irrespective of any
“freeze points”, might include changes necessary to close an SER Open Item or reportable under
Part 21 or 52.6.

2. We are unsure of the purpose and value of the last proposed criterion “significant changes
discussed in public forums.” Itis not likely to capture any significant changes that are not
covered by the other criteria. In any event, given that the listed criteria are not intended to be
all inclusive, we suggest that this final criterion be deleted.

3. ESP is mentioned in this paper, but the relevance to ESP is not clear.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We hope this input is helpful to you. We look forward to
further discussions in the context of a draft ISG.

Russ Bell
Director, New Plant Licensing
202-739-8087 (office)

rib@nei.org

This electronic message transmission contains information from the Nuclear Energy Institute,
Inc. The information is intended solely for the use of the addressee and its use by any other
person is not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, you have received this
communication in error, and any review, use, disclosure, copying or distribution of the contents
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in
error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by electronic mail and permanently
delete the original message. IRS Circular 230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with
requirements imposed by the IRS and other taxing authorities, we inform you that any tax advice
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be
used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (1) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any



taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or
matter addressed herein.
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