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From: Alyssa Paull [gtl1@nyu.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, February 03, 2009 12:25 PM
To: Rulemaking Comments
Subject: Public Confidence in the NRC Would Be Strengthened By Nuclear Waste Realism and

Compliance With the National Environmental Polic

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Rockville, MD
us

Dear Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

Re: 73 FR 197 -- 10/09/2008
Docket ID?200870482 and Docket ID-2008-0404

Public Confidence in the NRC Would Be Strengthened By Nuclear Waste Realism and Compliance With the
National Environmental Policy Act '

NRC has repeatedly expressed its "confidence" in the eventual permanent "disposal” of radioactive waste --
however the expectation that "disposal" will prevent release of this material into our environment has so far not
been supported by any proposed program. The Yucca Mountain site would, according to federal agency
projections, leak. The guidelines and regulations have been changed repeatedly to accommodate and
"validate" this failure such that it is "acceptable.” All the so-called "Low-Level" radioactive waste dumps dating -
back to the 1960's have leaked, and there is zero confidence that the existing regulations will keep any newer
dump from leaking. This history of atomic waste policy does not inspire pubic confidence in the federal
agencies mandated to "solve" the nuclear waste problem. Further, dry cask storage technology, upon which
the Commission rests its immediate confidence, is a sorely insecure disposition for this most concentrated of
dangerous wastes. Poor design, poor quality control, in some cases faulty fabrication, have created the
equivalent of a rocket that cannot land. Overall lack of security and monitoring have left reactor communities
extremely vulnerable, even as they are being told that the casks are a basis for "confidence." | am writing to
urge nuclear waste realism: the NRC should suspend all generation of atomic waste from new sources unless
and until a truly permanent program that is scientifically sound and rooted in a just and equitable siting/decision
process is instituted. | also support a NEPA analysis of the issues associated with wastes generated at every
step in the fuel chain, prior to any federal action. ’

Alyssa Paull
85 East End Ave #15F
#340
New York, NT 10028
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