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Kien, attached is a description of what I believe we decided in the August special HLW board meeting on 
groundwater protection.   
 
Please circulate this document to our meeting attendees. 
 
Thank you. 
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DRAFT – Board Decision:

The groundwater protection standards in the existing NRC rule (Part 63) do not need to be
changed.

The current interpretation, Option A, is still an acceptable approach for demonstrating
compliance with the groundwater protection standard and subject to changes to the current
guidance as set forth elsewhere in this decision.

The current guidance, which reflects the current interpretation, Option A, will be changed to:
- include language to cover the NRC rule’s groundwater protection provisions such

as selecting a method to determine the representative volume (RV) and providing
its dimensions and location.

- indicate DOE should provide the fraction of the annual releases that would be
expected to be included in the representative volume, assuming continuous
pumping, given the demonstrated characteristics of the plume.

- identify any other information DOE should include in the application (e.g.,
information, assumptions, options chosen, technical basis for geo-hydrological
conditions and well pumping inputs).

- reference that it may be appropriate to develop sensitivity analyses, appropriately
contexted, addressing specified alternative pumping scenarios (e.g., a stylized,
interruption-in-pumping scenario under defined conditions).

The foregoing guidance changes will be offered for comment, and final changes will be
accompanied by a response to comments.

DOE is not precluded from using Option B (or any other acceptable option) by the NRC rule or
guidance.
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