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HLWYM HEmails

From: David Brooks
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2005 2:58 PM
To: Jack Guttmann; Lawrence Kokajko; C.W. (Bill) Reamer; Kien Chang; Marissa Bailey
Cc: WHF@TWFN_DO.twf4_po; Gordon Wittmeyer; Sitakanta Mohanty; Elmo Collins; Janice 

Moore; Mitzi Young; Bret Leslie; Frederick Brown; James Rubenstone; King Stablein; 
Timothy McCartin; BSagar@swri.edu; WPatrick@swri.edu

Subject: Re: Fwd: Special HLW Board Meeting on groundwater protection standard

Comments on draft HLWB decision on GWP issue. 
 
 
1. Need Board rational for decision. 
 
2. Point by point comments on the draft: 
 
"The groundwater protection standards in the existing NRC rule (Part 63) do not need to be changed." 
 
COMMENT:  OK 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
"The current interpretation, Option A, is still an acceptable approach for demonstrating compliance with the 
groundwater protection standard and subject to changes to the current guidance as set forth elsewhere in this 
decision." 
 
COMMENT: OK 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
"The current guidance, which reflects the current interpretation, Option A, will be changed to:" 
 
 "- include language to cover the NRC rule’s  
                                groundwater protection provisions such as 
                                selecting a method to determine the 
                                representative volume (RV) and 
                                providing its dimensions and location." 
 
COMMENT: Since Option A is the simplified approach, a detailed approach is presumed it is (not in the current 
YMRP).  Therefore, the detailed approach also needs to be included in the ISG  in order to support the logic of 
a "simplified approach" (could be a separate "tic"). 
 
 =========================================== 
 
 "- indicate DOE should provide the fraction of the 
                                annual releases that would be expected to be 
                                included in the representative volume, 
                                assuming continuous pumping, given the 
                                demonstrated characteristics of the plume." 
 
COMMENT: OK 
 
============================================ 
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 "- identify any other information DOE should  
                                include in the application (e.g., information, 
                                assumptions, options chosen, technical basis 
                                for geo-hydrological conditions and well 
                                pumping inputs)." 
 
COMMENT: OK 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 "- reference that it may be appropriate to 
                               develop sensitivity analyses, appropriately 
                               contexted, addressing specified alternative 
                               pumping scenarios  (e.g., a stylized, 
                               interruption-in-pumping scenario 
                               under defined conditions)." 
 
COMMENT:  As I remember it, it would be a requirement for DOE to include the maximum amount of 
contamination that could be contained in the RV assuming no pumping.  I think that this was going to be done 
because the difference between Option A and B is assumed to be small and therefore changing to Option B 
was of little to no benefit.  Therefore, why do it.  [Note, this highlights the need for the rational for the Board 
decision (comment 1).] 
 
============================================= 
 
"The foregoing guidance changes will be offered for comment,  
  and final changes will be accompanied by a response to 
  comments." 
 
COMMENT: OK 
 
============================================= 
 
"DOE is not precluded from using Option B (or any other 
  acceptable option) by the NRC rule or guidance." 
 
COMMENT:  I find this confusing.  Where does this show up in the guidance/ISG?  Is Option B also going to be 
included in the ISG?  Does this mean that the ISG will contain a section the summarizes the debate between 
Option A and option B? 
============================================= 
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