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   7:00 p.m. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  In the interest of 

starting of this meeting on time, I would like to 

begin by welcoming you all to this -- on behalf of the 

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission, welcoming 

you to this environmental scoping meeting, related to 

a recent application for the Virgil Summer Nuclear 

Units 2 and 3.  

  My name is Chet Poslusny, I work in the 

office of new reactors.  And my job tonight is to be 

the facilitator, the moderator, to make sure we meet 

your expectations, and that this meeting is productive 

for you, as well as the NRC.  

  Let me start with a couple of 

administrative items.  If you need rest rooms, you go 

out that door, make a left, go straight down the hall, 

they will be on the left side. 

  Second item, if you have cell phones, 

please shut them off, as well as your beepers.  I have 

done that to mine.  It is a little hard to hear here, 

due to the echo, so bear with us, we will try to make 

that work for you, as well.  

  A little bit on ground rules.  Just to let 

you know that this is an official meeting.  We have a 
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court reporter, so everything that we say will be 

recorded.  It will be transcribed, and summarized 

later on, and you will hear about that in a few 

minutes. 
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  So when you come up to speak, or ask a 

question, make sure you please state your name, so 

that the court reporter can record that properly. 

  Tonight we are talking about some very 

important issues.  To those of you that live near the 

plant, or don't live near the plant.  And it is an 

important issue to us, as members of the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission, as well.  

  We may hear some things, tonight, we don't 

agree with.  But we want to hear comments about the 

proposed application, and every comment is important. 

 So let's extend the courtesy to listen, and maybe 

discuss afterwards, or maybe after this meeting you 

may want to send in some more comments. 

  And that is good, too.  We had a meeting 

last night, about the same time, and we had a good 

turnout then, as well.  We had some 32 people 

providing comments that were recorded, and will go 

into the process. 

  And we expect that will happen tonight, 

and beyond tonight.  And you will hear about that, as 
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  A little bit about the meeting structure. 

 We have two major parts.  The first part we will have 

members of our staff tell you about the application, 

how we plan to review it, how you can participate, 

either tonight or in other ways. 

  And after that I will open the floor to a 

few questions on that process, so you can understand 

it better if you didn't, based on the discussions.  

  The second part of the meeting is the most 

important part to us, and to you, I hope.  Where we 

are going to ask you to provide comments that will 

help us do our environmental review.  

  Now, I have a list of names for people who 

have signed up previous to tonight, and also during 

this evening, as you entered.  So I will call you up, 

one at a time, and maybe three, so you know who is 

coming next in line, in order of speaking. 

  I will ask that you come up to the 

microphone.  Like I said, speak your name, provide us 

your comments.  But, most importantly, we want 

everybody to have a time to get up here, who has 

signed up. 

  So let's try to keep between 3 and 5 

minutes, as far as the time limit.  And if I start 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 6

moving toward you this way, that is sort of a signal, 

politely, that we are getting close to that time. 
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  So let's all agree to do that.  We will 

tell you, tonight, that this is one vehicle, one way 

to provide input to our process.  But you can also 

follow this up writing a letter to us, sending an 

email, all of those are just as important to us, carry 

the same weight, and we have to look at them, and 

decide whether or not they help our process. 

  So please remember that, if you didn't 

feel like speaking, or if you know friends that 

couldn't make it tonight.  Please pass the word on 

that there is a way to provide inputs.  And we will 

tell you  more about that in a couple of minutes. 

  One administrative for me to remind you, 

in the package, the welcome package we gave you was a 

form called -- it is an NRC feedback form, don't worry 

about the number.  

  But it is good to find out how well we 

did, or didn't do.  We hope we do well.  Fill this out 

if you have the time, tonight, and give it to one of 

our folks, up front.  You don't have to sign it, or 

you can put it in the mail. 

  So it is good to find out if you got 

something out of this.  Did you understand it, or did 
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you not?  So we hope that it will be a positive 

feedback. 
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  So let me first introduce our speakers.  

Mr. William Burton, who is one of our branch chiefs, 

dealing with the environmental reviews; Patricia 

Vokoun, she is our environmental project manager;  Her 

boss is Ryan Whited, and our senior manager here today 

is Deborah Jackson. 

  We also have some other representatives of 

other NRC offices here, who may be speaking to you in 

a few minutes, based on the questions that we receive. 

  So let us now begin with our 

presentations.  And, like I said, please hold your 

questions and I will ask for them in a few minutes, 

when we are done.  Thank you.  Butch? 

  MR. BURTON:  Can everybody hear me, the 

folks in the back?  I've been told that there is a bit 

of an echo.  Are you getting some of that, I'm okay?  

All right, good, thanks.  A little bit louder, thanks. 

  My name is William Burton, as you can see 

on the slide.  But, as I often tell people, William 

was my grand-daddy, I go by Butch.  So please feel 

free to refer to me as such. 

  I wanted to welcome you, tonight, to the 

second meeting that we've held with folks in the area. 
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 We had the same meeting last night in Winnsboro.  And 

I know as I have seen people I have seen a lot of very 

familiar faces from last night's meeting.  
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  Real quick, people who were at last 

night's meeting?  Okay, all right, very good.  It is 

good to see you back.  You are going to hear a lot of 

the same things, at least initially. 

  We are here to solicit comments from you 

all, as we prepare to perform our review of the 

environmental report for the application that South 

Carolina Electric and Gas has submitted, proposing to 

build and operate two additional units at the current 

Summer site. 

  As part of our due diligence, in addition 

to the information that is provided in the 

environmental report, we independently go out to folks 

within the community, to try and understand what 

issues and concerns you all have that can help inform 

us as we perform our review of the application.  

  One of the things that came up last night, 

and I wanted to talk about a little bit today, has to 

do with the fact that we are holding the meeting 

tonight. 

  We know that in a lot of areas Wednesday 

night is the night for religious studies.  And last 
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night a comment was made that they felt that we were 

somewhat insensitive in holding this meeting tonight. 
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  And we didn't really get a chance to 

respond last night, and I did want to explain how this 

came to be.  This is not normal.  We learn from some 

of our previous meetings that Wednesday night is a 

night that is committed to religious studies for a 

number of people.  

  And we do not normally have meetings on 

Wednesday.  We usually have them on Tuesday or 

Thursday.  What happened, though, is that we actually 

met with some of the public in August of '07, before 

the application was submitted. 

  Again, a quick show of hands.  Anybody who 

was at that meeting in August?  Again, a few.  But one 

of the comments that we got back from that was that 

holding our meeting, where we had it, there were a 

number of local people, it was difficult for them to 

get there.  

  And it was suggested that we actually hold 

two meetings, on successive nights, which we did this 

time, one in Winnsboro, and then tonight here.   And 

in doing so, obviously, they are going to be two 

consecutive nights.  We try to have the meetings in 

the middle of the week, as opposed to a Monday or a 
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Friday. 

  And so, as a result, one of the meetings 

fell on a Wednesday.  That is not normal.  Usually we 

do it one evening, we have two sessions, one in the 

early afternoon, and then one in the evening. 

  So we certainly apologize if we have 

inconvenienced anyone.  We hope that we have not.  But 

there was, we made this decision, not out of 

ignorance, but in an effort to try to respond to some 

of the comments that we got from our earlier meeting.  

  I hope that helps to explain things.  So, 

why are we here this evening?  First, and foremost, 

and you see it underlined, we are here to solicit your 

input as we begin our environmental review.  

  Our view is that we do not live here, for 

the most part, you do, you have insights and knowledge 

on things that are going on, in the ground, here that 

we do not.  But it is essential for us to be able to 

prepare a robust, accurate assessment of the 

environmental impacts associated with building and 

operating these proposed units. 

  Last night I told folks up in Washington 

there is a popular clothing store, and in their 

commercials their tag line is, an educated consumer is 

our best customer.  And I have always liked that, 
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because I really think that that epitomizes what it is 

that we are trying to do here. 

  We really try to encourage folks to 

understand what is going on with this project, not 

only what the application, or what the applicant has 

provided to us, but for you to understand who we are, 

as a regulator, what we do, how we do it, and why we 

do it. 

  The more that you understand that the 

better it is that you can participate in helping us to 

do our job, and our mission as you all know, it is to 

protect the public from the possible adverse effects 

of the use of radioactive materials. 

  So that is the number one reason why we 

are here this evening.  But in addition to that it is 

an opportunity for us to discuss the license review 

process, to explain in more specifics what our 

obligations are to meet the requirements of the NEPA, 

or NEPA, you will hear that several times this 

evening. 

  We also want to give you an idea of what 

our review schedule is, what our products are, and 

when you can expect to see them.  And, finally, we 

will describe in a little more detail how you can 

participate in the process. 
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  I'm just going to give a few, very general 

high level comments.  A lot more of the details Pat 

will provide to you.  So next slide. 

  Right now I just want to give sort of an 

overview of some of the key players in this process.  

As you can see we have three columns.  I'm going to 

actually start with the column in the far right, 

because things begin when an applicant submits an 

application proposing to build and operate a new 

reactor. 

  In this case South Carolina Electric and 

Gas submitted an application proposing to build two 

new units at the current Summer site.  In anticipation 

of that we had our first public outreach meeting in 

August of '07.  That was our first introduction to the 

community, again, to begin to let you know what our 

role was going to be with that application.  

  I will go to the first column, NRC, and 

wanted to share with you a little bit about the 

different entities within the agency, and the roles 

that they play. 

  First is the Commission.  The Commission 

consists of five members.  They have the final say as 

to whether or not we will grant a license to build and 

operate the plant.  So they are the final say within 
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the agency.  

  Second are staff members, that is us, some 

of the folks who are here tonight.  We do the heavy 

lifting, we do the review to determine whether or not 

the plant can be built and operated safely, and we 

have a safety group that focuses on that.  

  And then we also have a group that focuses 

on assessing the environmental impacts of building and 

operating the plant.  And that is our side of the 

house, and that is primarily what we are doing 

tonight. 

  We have a hearing board, the Atomic Safety 

and Licensing Board.  There is a process, a formal 

process, for you to participate and identify issues 

that we call contentions. 

  And should you meet those criteria, you 

are admitted, and your contention is admitted, there 

is a licensing board that will go through and look at 

the contention, and make a judgment on it.  And that 

is what the hearing board is about. 

  Finally, the Advisory Committee on Reactor 

Safeguards, this is a group, an independent group that 

reports directly to the Commission.  They primarily 

review the work on the safety side to make sure that 

the Staff's review meets all the regulations, is 
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robust. 

  Again, as I said before, robust and 

accurate.  Finally, in the middle, other stakeholders 

in the process.  Most importantly residents of the 

community, that is most of you all. 

  And, as I said, you play a very important 

role to help us to do our job, and we look forward to 

getting your comments, and feedback, and input.  There 

are other public interest groups, some of whom are 

members of the community, some are not. 

  But, generally, these are groups who have 

followed nuclear issues over a period of time, they 

have knowledge, and insights, and views that are very 

important to the conversation, and we encourage their 

participation, and they make their views known, and we 

do appreciate it. 

  There are other federal agencies, such as 

FEMA, the Army Corps of Engineers.  There are other 

federal agencies that play a role in assessing the 

viability of this proposed action, and we work with 

them.  And they have their own licenses and permits 

that need to be issued.  

  Getting a license from the NRC is 

necessary to build and operate a plant, but it is not 

sufficient.  There are other licenses and permits that 
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need to be obtained.  Not only at the federal level, 

but also at the state level.  

  So, as you can see, we have tribal 

councils, and state entities, who also play a very 

important role.  And then, finally, there are local 

officials, and others, who play a role, who provide 

information to us, we provide information to them.  

  For many of you, in the local area, if you 

have questions oftentimes your local official may be 

the first person that you ask.  So it is important for 

us to help to keep them informed of how they can best 

serve your needs. 

  So that is just a quick summary of some of 

the folks who play a very important role in this 

process, and you all play as important, if not more 

important role as anyone else. 

  And your input and feedback really is 

critical to us being able to do our jobs, as 

regulators, to ensure the health and safety of the 

public.  

  That is pretty much it for my part.  As I 

said, before, Pat will now come up and she will give  

you a lot more detail about some of the things that I 

alluded to. 

  So thank you all, appreciate it.  We are 
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looking forward to your comments, questions, feedback. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks. 

  MS. VOKOUN:  Thank you, Butch, and thank 

you all for coming here this evening and participating 

in this public scoping meeting. 

  My name is Pat Vokoun, and I'm the NRC 

Environmental Project Manager for the environmental 

review, for the Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station, 

Units 2 and 3, combined license application.  

  I will start my presentation by briefly 

discussing the laws and regulations that apply to the 

NRC's reviews of combined license applications and, in 

particular, to the environmental reviews.  

  In general the NRC regulates civilian uses 

of nuclear materials to protect the public health and 

safety, and the environment. 

  The NRC's regulatory and licensing 

functions, including those of new nuclear reactors, 

were established under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954. 

  The National Environmental Policy Act, 

which I will sometimes refer to as NEPA during this 

presentation, established national environmental 

policy for the protection, maintenance, and 

enhancement of the environment; and it provides a 

means for federal agencies to carry out these goals. 
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  For the NRC's licensing of new reactors, 

this is through the development of an Environmental 

Impact Statement, or EIS.   The NRC implements NEPA in 

a manner consistent with our licensing and regulatory 

functions, the requirements and procedures for which 

are specified in the NRC's regulations, included in 

Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 51. 

  In addition, 10 CFR Part 52, governs the 

issuance of combined licenses.  The NRC's 

environmental review also includes compliance with 

other statutes, such as the National Historic 

Preservation Act, the Endangered Species Act, and many 

other federal, state, and local environmental laws and 

regulations.  

  The applicant, South Carolina Electric and 

Gas Company, is seeking a combined license for two new 

reactors, the Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station, Units 

2 and 3, at its existing Summer site in Fairfield 

County. 

  During this presentation, I will sometimes 

be referring to this facility as the Summer project.  

It is an NRC decision that authorizes an applicant to 

construct and operate a nuclear power plant, at a 

specific site, in accordance with applicable federal 

laws and regulations.  
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  The Summer combined licenses, if issued by 

the NRC, would allow for the construction and 

operation of these plants, with conditions. 

  South Carolina Electric and Gas Company 

submitted its combined license application, by letter 

dated March 27th, 2008 for two Westinghouse AP1000 

advanced light water reactors. 

  This application includes an environmental 

report, which the NRC will review as part of the 

licensing process.  Next slide. 

  NRC regulations allow combined license 

applications to reference certified designs, or 

designs that are docketed and under review by the NRC, 

but not yet certified. 

  The Westinghouse AP1000 advanced light 

water reactors design, referenced by the South 

Carolina Electric and Gas Company for use at the 

Summer site, has not yet been certified but is 

currently under review by the NRC staff.  

  This design, if acceptable, will be 

certified by rulemaking.  In addition, as part of its 

Summer combined license application review, the NRC 

staff conducts both a site specific safety review of 

the AP1000 design, in relation to its proposed 

location, at the Summer site, and an environmental 
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review and analysis of the potential impacts of 

constructing and operating the proposed Summer 

facilities at the Summer site. 

  Next slide.  The combined license 

application review process begins when an application 

has been accepted and docketed by the NRC.  The safety 

and environmental reviews I discussed, earlier, are 

then begun and are conducted in parallel. 

  The safety review follows the top path 

shown on the slide.  The environmental review follows 

the bottom path.  The safety review focuses on the 

public health and safety in relation to the proposed 

facility, and ends with issuance of a final Safety 

Evaluation Report.  

  The environmental review focuses on a 

proposed plant's potential construction and 

operational impacts on the environment, and ends with 

issuance of a final Environmental Impact Statement. 

  Both of these reviews feed into the NRC's 

hearing process, which follows the middle path shown 

on this slide. 

  The hearing process factors in the results 

of both reviews, and leads to the final step in the 

license application review process, the Commissioner's 

decision on whether or not to grant the license.  Next 
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slide. 

  As I mentioned, earlier, the NRC's 

environmental review is guided by the National 

Environmental Policy Act, also known as NEPA. 

  NEPA requires federal agencies to use a 

systematic approach to consider environmental impacts 

associated with major federal actions that have the 

potential to significantly affect the human 

environment. 

  This approach involves input from the 

public, and requires development of an Environmental 

Impact Statement.  The NRC has determined that 

issuance of a combined license for a nuclear reactor 

facility would be a major federal action. 

  As such the staff will develop an 

Environmental Impact Statement before the Commission 

takes final action on the South Carolina Electric and 

Gas Company's application.  Next slide. 

  As part of the NRC's environmental review, 

the staff will evaluate the potential environmental 

impacts of construction and operation of the new 

AP1000 facilities at the Summer site. 

  The NRC's regulations for implementing 

NEPA are in Title 10 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations, Part 51. 
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  In addition, the NRC's environmental 

standard review plan, NUREG 1555, and other documents, 

provide guidance to the NRC's staff, on how to conduct 

the environmental review, and how to document our 

findings in an Environmental Impact Statement.  

  These regulations and guidance documents 

can be found on NRC's website.  The NRC's 

environmental review provides opportunities for public 

involvement. 

  The first opportunity is during the 

scoping period, which is why we are here today.  After 

our environmental findings are clearly documented in 

the draft Environmental Impact Statement, the EIS, for 

the Summer project, you will have an opportunity to 

comment on this draft EIS. 

  Throughout this entire review the NRC 

staff will maintain an open and transparent review 

process.  Next slide. 

  When a combined license application is 

received, the NRC staff first reviews it to ensure 

that it meets our completeness and technical 

sufficiency guidance. 

  If acceptable, the application is 

docketed, and we proceed with both the environmental 

and safety reviews.  The three white ovals, on this 
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slide, identify periods at which you are invited to 

participate in the review process.   

  To start the environmental review, the NRC 

publishes a Notice of Intent, in the Federal Register. 

 This notice informs the public of our intention to 

prepare an Environmental Impact Statement, and conduct 

the Scoping Process. 

  I will be referring to the Environmental 

Impact Statement as an EIS.  The scoping process 

includes a public comment period. 

  This public meeting is part of that 

process.  We will collect your comments today, and 

document them, in the meeting transcript.  You can 

also provide written comments, through the end of the 

scoping period. 

  After analyzing all the information 

gathered, we develop a draft EIS, and issue it for 

public comment.  At that time we hold another public 

meeting, to present the results of our review, and 

invite your comments on the draft EIS. 

  After evaluating your comments, the NRC 

staff may decide to modify the draft EIS, we then 

issue the final EIS.  The final EIS, and the results 

of the safety review, are used as inputs to the NRC's 

hearing process, the final result of which is a 
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decision, by the Commission, on the application.  Next 

slide. 

  You are the ones who are most familiar 

with this area.  The NRC staff have come here, today, 

so that you can share with us those environmental 

issues, and values, that you believe are important to 

your community.  

  We will consider this information in 

preparing the Summer EIS.  In addition to providing 

comments and information, here today, you have the 

opportunity to continue to share your comments, or 

provide additional information to us, through March 

6th, 2009, as I will discuss later. 

  We will include all comments received in 

our Scoping Summary Report, which we expect to be 

available on the NRC website, in the June 2009 time 

frame.  

  Comments applicable to the environmental 

review will be considered in the NRC's staff 

development of the draft EIS.  Next slide. 

  Many different sources of information will 

be used, by the NRC, to develop the EIS for the Summer 

project.  This EIS will be an independent evaluation 

of the effects of the proposed plant, on the 

environment, and local community.  
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  So although the staff starts with the 

applicant's environmental reports, and the combined 

license application, we investigate other possible 

sources of information.  

  Additional information, for preparing the 

EIS, is gathered during the site audit, and other data 

collection activities.  For example, at the site 

audit, the NRC staff visits the project's site, and 

vicinity, and meet with the applicant's 

representatives to begin the NRC's independent 

evaluation of the information provided in the 

applicant's environmental report.   

  This scoping meeting represents one point 

at which the NRC staff will gather comments, and 

information, from the public.  We will also conduct 

the site audit, and we will communicate with federal, 

tribal, state, and local agencies, to gain information 

and insights.  Next slide. 

  As shown, on this slide, a multi-

disciplinary team of NRC staff, with backgrounds in a 

variety of relevant, scientific, and technical 

disciplines, has been assembled to conduct the Summer 

environmental review.  

  In addition, the NRC has contracted with 

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, to assist us in 
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preparing the EIS.  The NRC, and contractor staff, 

have expertise on wide ranging topics, related to 

environmental issues, and nuclear power.  Next slide. 

  The NRC's review of the environmental 

report has started, and the Notice of Intent to 

prepare an EIS, and conduct scoping, was published on 

January 5th, 2009. 

  Again, you can provide your oral and 

written comments, for the scoping process today, and 

your written comments, through March 6th, 2009. 

  We have copies of the Federal Register 

Notice of Intent, here on our registration table.  

This notice describes how you, the public, can submit 

your scoping comments. 

  The NRC staff expects to complete the 

draft EIS in 2010, at which time we will make it 

publicly available to allow you to provide comments.  

Also in 2010 we will have another public meeting to 

show the results of our environmental review, and to 

receive your comments on the draft EIS. 

  Your comments will be evaluated, and 

addressed, for the final EIS.  The agency expects to 

issue the final EIS in 2011.  The NRC's schedule for 

the Summer combined license application review has not 

yet been finalized, so the milestone dates shown here 
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are estimated. 

  The NRC website, www.nrc.gov and, 

specifically, the project-specific Summer web page, 

will provide that information when it becomes 

available.  Next slide. 

  Here are the NRC's points of contact for 

the Summer combined license application.  In addition 

to myself, I have provided the phone number of Mr. 

Ravi Joshi, who is the project manager for the safety 

review.  

  Ravi is here with us today.  The Summer 

application can be viewed on the internet at our 

electronic reading room, linked to the NRC's website. 

  In addition the NRC recently established a 

telephone and email help desk to assist interested 

parties accessing documents, through the agency's 

electronic filing system. The help desk can be 

reached, toll free, at 1-800-397-4209, or by email at 

pdr.resource@nrc.gov.   

  Also the Fairfield County Library has been 

kind enough to provide shelf space for the 

environmental report, and for the draft and final EIS. 

  Ms. McMasters can be contacted at the 

library to help you with that.  If you want to be on 

our mailing list please make sure your name and 
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address is provided to one of the NRC's staff at our 

registration table. 

  They can provide you with a card for that 

purpose.  This is one way of ensuring that you will be 

notified of upcoming meetings, and that you will 

receive copies of the draft and final EIS.  Next 

slide. 

  Your scoping comments regarding the NRC's 

Summer environmental review can be provided to us, 

today, at this meeting.  Your comments can also be 

sent to us by mail, or email, through March 6th, 2009. 

  Details are provided on this slide, which 

is included in the copy of the slide presentation, and 

in the Federal Register Notice of Intent, that you can 

obtain at our registration table. 

  This concludes our slide presentation.  

Thank you, again, for participating in this meeting, 

and in the scoping process. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Butch 

and Pat talked a lot about the process that the NRC 

has to go through with this new application, and also 

how you, the public, can participate. 

  I'd like to entertain a few minutes of 

questions.  Are there any things that you didn't 

understand, that we could clarify?  And feel free to 
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raise your hand, I will bring the mike over, or you 

can stand at one of the mikes on either side, so we 

can entertain questions at this point. 

  Could you please state your name, first? 

  MS. HILL:  My name is Carol Hill.  And I 

have done a lot of research and, as far as presenting 

information to a community, when you go to that 

community, as far as intricate information that is 

being presented here, this evening, one should do some 

research as to the educational level of the people 

around here. 

  Now, it is not to say that not everybody 

here is a dropout, and not everybody here is a college 

grad.  We have a lot of those, and a lot of in 

between, and a lot of people that work really hard to 

understand.  

  But there are a lot of information that 

you are presenting here -- I mean, it is all well and 

good to read a slide.  But if you are not explaining 

what the slide is telling you, what an Environmental 

Impact Statement actually entails, what the CFR Title 

10 Part 51 and Part 52, if you don't explain what is 

in that title, what is in the CFR, then we are still 

not going to be any more clearer on what it is that 

the Environmental Impact Statement is asking us to do. 
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  So you are asking for some comments on 

what do we think, you know, we need to do, how do we 

need to ask a question.  But if you don't understand 

what the information is, how do you ask a question?  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you, that is 

a good question.  I think it is important that we at 

least try to generally describe what is in our 

regulations, what an environmental report is. 

  And we can talk to you beyond this 

presentation here, and fill in some blanks as well.  

Barry, would you like to get that?  

  MR. ZALCMAN:  My name is Barry Zalcman, 

I'm also with the staff.  

  Let me also point out that we try and go 

that extra yard.  Between 6 and 7, before the meeting 

began, we established what is known as an open house, 

where we invite the public in to be able to speak with 

us in an informal setting. 

  So if they have questions about this 

process they don't feel intimidated by the large 

meeting, they can speak with us one on one.  So we 

have had people available in the hour before the 

meeting, and I'm sure that Chet will tell you, after 

the meeting is over, we will still be here, to try to 

respond to questions, if things are still unclear. 
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  But we have to create a framework that 

allows the public to understand, so that they can 

participate with us in the process.  So we do have the 

open house. 

  We have thought about how we do our work, 

and the open house is one of the mechanisms that we 

have employed to be able to reach out to the community 

to give you one on one interaction. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Butch, do you want 

to add anything?  

  MR. BURTON:  I appreciate your question, 

and I understand where you are coming from.  We have 

been here a couple of days.  And I have heard, a 

number of times about, you know, the local people and 

their educational level, and things like that.  

  And I appreciate where you are coming 

from.  Regardless of your educational level, these are 

things that that should not be a factor.  What is most 

important, in most things in life, is just common 

sense. 

  I know very dumb people who have advanced 

degrees, and I know very smart people who never 

finished elementary school.  So I understand where you 

are coming from. 

  These issues are too important to feel 
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intimidated because you don't have a college degree or 

anything like that.  The issues here are not so 

complex that you can't understand it. 

  Now, obviously, we only have a limited 

amount of time this evening, and I know that we have 

hit you with a lot of stuff.  But we also have the 

contact information, and one of the things that we 

hope that you will do is that if there is something 

that you didn't understand tonight, we will be here, 

we will be hanging around, a little bit after the 

meeting.  

  If you have something after that, please 

call Pat, call Ravi, and they will put you in touch 

with the right people who can answer your questions.  

But I understand what you are saying. 

  And I go back to what I said before.  An 

educated consumer is our best customer.  And if you 

reach out to us with your questions, we will respond. 

 So I hope that people understand that.  

  Is that kind of addressing your issue, or 

-- somewhat, okay. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  I will just add 

that some of the brochures are written in very, what I 

call, plain language that says here is what an 

environmental report is, here is what Part 52 means, 
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so we will help you find that, too. 

  Another question?  

  (No response.) 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  With that I will 

start the most important part of the meeting.  As we 

said before, we are here to listen to your comments 

about the things that we should look at in the 

environmental review, things that maybe you know 

about, that we don't know about. 

  And that could be about your favorite 

fishing pond, or about the traffic that goes by your 

house, and how that could be affected, among other 

things. 

  So I will start that process, right now.  

I will start calling people up, and you can use those 

mikes there, or I will come to visit you.  Let's try 

to keep the comments to about three to five minutes. 

  And if you feel that that cuts you short, 

please give us something in writing, that is okay, 

too, and just as valuable. 

  Let's start with Jill Cincotta, and you 

are going to help me with the name, I'm sure. 

  MS. CINCOTTA:  Good evening, every one.  

My name is Jill Cincotta, I'm the public relations 

manager for the Fairfield County School District.  And 
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you are here in one of our wonderful schools, 

McCrorey-Liston, we are so proud of, we love this 

school. 

  I wanted to speak, tonight, about the 

economic environment.  It is a little different, but 

it is also an environment that is very important to 

us. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Could you try this 

mike? 

  MS. CINCOTTA:  The V.C. Summer Nuclear 

plant, owned by SCE&G, and located in Fairfield County 

gives superb support to our county school system.  

Employees volunteer to assist teachers, and students, 

who are experiencing difficulty in reading and math, 

through an embedded intervention program.  

  Additionally employees participate in 

junior achievement.  This program helps students 

understand the economics of life through presentations 

on concepts of business, economics, and the relevancy 

of education. 

  Employees of the nuclear plant continue to 

show concern and interest for education, by assisting 

students at McCrorey-Liston Elementary, in the 

homework center, and by participating in the school's 

Career Fair. 
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  The Career Fair allows students to learn 

about the professional background of visiting 

employees, thus encouraging each student to focus on a 

quality education, and the importance of family and 

teachers. 

  Other contributions to the school district 

include the plant Safe City Program, and the North 

American Young Generation in Nuclear drawing contests, 

Safe City teaches students, through presentations, 

about electricity safety, and offers educational 

insight from the plant's employees.  

  Students are encouraged to submit drawings 

to be judged at the American Nuclear Society winter 

meeting.  Winning school libraries receive reference 

materials, and book collections, on nuclear science 

and technology.  

  Now, the partnership between the Fairfield 

County School District, and SCE&G, will continue to 

grow with the growth of the new facilities at the 

nuclear plant.  

  Student training for work career path at 

the facilities have begun.  A grant has recently been 

written to help women start non-traditional careers, 

in the engineering field, to help get our county's 

workforce ready. 
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  This plant expansion offers the promise of 

job creation for our current and future students which 

will, in turn, increase the quality of life for 

residents in Fairfield County.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  The 

next person is Dr. Ron Wilder.  He perhaps didn't make 

it.  The next person is Gregrey Ginyard, and after him 

it will be C. Douglas Clary. 

  MR. GINYARD:  Good evening, my name is 

Gregrey Dean Ginyard, I reside at 366 Lakeview Drive, 

in Jenkinsville.  I'm a resident of Jenkinsville for 

52 years, all my life.  I'm the Mayor of the town of 

Jenkinsville, the newly incorporated town of 

Jenkinsville.  

  I'm here to say, simply, that this is 

fine, but again, we the people of my community, are 

not educated on nuclear impact.  You asked us to come 

in on the impacts. 

  Well, we don't know what 52 is, and all of 

that, again.  So to come here tonight, and to give you 

an intelligent response, without the education that we 

need to do this, it is not, you know -- I listened to 

the slide a minute ago, and I was trying to be very 

attentive, and trying to really get something out of 

it. 
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  But I guess it went by kind of fast for 

me, because I still don't know what you guys really 

want, what do you want us to say; what do you want 

from us; what do you want me to go back to my 

community, to my constituency and say that they want 

us to tell them what impact it is going to have on the 

environmental thing? 

  Well, where I live at we don't have any 

environmentalists.  We don't have anybody -- the 

people in my neighborhood, there are no 

environmentalists there.  

  So we need you guys to explain to us what 

the environmental impact is, how do we go about to 

find out exactly what that is? 

  My number one concern is for the people in 

the town of Jenkinsville, we are on the front lines.  

We have lived 25 years with a nuclear plant.  As far 

as we know everything is just fine. 

  Now, am I against the nuclear plant that 

is coming in?  I don't know.  Am I for them coming in? 

 I don't know.  My thing is that I need to be more 

educated on exactly what is going to happen. 

  I can sit here and say there is going to 

be a bunch of traffic, and there is going to be a 

bunch of people coming in, and what is the crime going 
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to be, what is the crime level going to be in our 

little quiet neighborhood, once all of this starts to 

happen? 

  I could sit here and go through a lot of 

different things, but is that really the issue?  You 

know, the issue is what is the impact, environmental, 

what is the safety factors?  You know, you guys are 

the professionals. 

  This is good, but it should be a little 

more informal, it should be a little more informative. 

 It should be broken down into the layman terms, so 

that we can understand it. 

  Because the slides that went by here, the 

lady up there stood up, and she spoke about it.  But 

when I look back here, she wasn't the only one that 

didn't get it, because I didn't get it either.  And 

she was sitting beside me. 

  And she said, well, I want them to know 

that we didn't really get that.  But she's into the 

environmental thing, so she has done this, so she has 

kind of given me a little more insight on what is 

going on. 

  But I'm saying to you, educate us.  I live 

a mile, a mile and a half from the plant.  That is by 

the highway.  That is less than a half mile across the 
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lake.  We need to know. 

  People in the area live closer than that 

to it. I'm their mayor, they are looking for me to be 

a voice for them, how can I be when I don't really 

know what we are doing?  I really don't, I really 

don't know what we are doing. 

  I can't support it, I can't not support 

it.  And a lot of people are that way.  This needs to 

be a little more informative, it needs to be a little 

more informed. 

  There needs to be some really good 

information given to the people in layman terms, to 

understand, understand exactly what you guys are going 

to do.  I understood, exactly, well you guys are the 

guys that check this out, do that, and you are going 

to send us a report back. 

  But are we going to understand the report 

that you send back?  We need some education to make us 

understand, so that we can understand.  We are not 

slow, we can understand.  But we need to be advised on 

what we are hearing.  

  You know, we have other people here that 

have called me and said negative things.  I've got 

people that call me saying positive things.  I need to 

draw my own conclusions, so that I can talk to my 
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people, my constituency, about it. 

  So I say to you come back, and educate us 

in a better form, in a more relaxed atmosphere, and 

not in such a set slide show.  Give us some -- break 

it down, tell us what we are doing.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Next is 

Douglas Clary, and then after that will be John 

Ramsburgh. 

  MR. CLARY:  Good evening, my name is C. 

Douglas Clary Jr., I serve as the Chairman of the 

Board of Directors of the Greater Chapin South 

Carolina Chamber of Commerce, and I reside in Chapin. 

  As the crow flies Chapin is located less 

than nine miles from the location of the proposed 

units number 2 and 3, at the V.C. Summer Nuclear 

Station. 

  Our chamber is comprised of some 350 

members which represent the business community across 

the Greater Chapin area.  I work as a professional 

engineer, and I serve as the president of Hybrid 

Engineering, Incorporated, in Irmo.  

  And in 1981 and 1982, I was proud to have 

served as an engineering technician for the 

construction of unit 1 at V.C. Summer.  

  I've also worked at four other nuclear 
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projects in our country since that time.  I have 

carefully reviewed the environmental report that SCE&G 

prepared for the proposed units 2 and 3 at V.C. 

Summer.  

  I have authored many similar environmental 

reports during the course of my career, that have been 

approved by a number of federal agencies, including 

the Environmental Protection Agency, the United States 

Department of Agriculture, and the United States 

Department of Commerce. 

  I find SCE&G's environmental report to be 

extremely comprehensive in nature, extensively 

researched, and exceptionally well written.  The State 

of Security clearance's Office of Research and 

Statistics, projects that the population of our state 

will grow by approximately a million more people over 

the next 20 years. 

  Our state's available surplus electricity 

power supply continues to dwindle, in its efforts to 

meet a continuously increasing demand for that power. 

 I also am a member of the South Carolina Economic 

Developers Association, and have been involved in the 

recruitment of many industries to our state. 

  The availability of electricity power is 

vital to our industrial community, and to our economic 
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development efforts here in the state. 

  SCE&G has a safe operational record for 

the existing nuclear reactor at V.C. Summer.  The 

construction of the two new reactors will have a 

positive impact on the economy of the Greater Chapin 

area, as well as the area surrounding this facility.  

  And so the Board of Directors of the 

Greater Chapin Chamber of Commerce passed a resolution 

which endorses and supports SCE&G's plan to construct 

units 2 and 3 at V.C. Summer nuclear station. 

  And urges the United States Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission to approve the March 27th, 2008, 

combined license application, before it, from SCE&G to 

construct units 2 and 3 at the V.C. Summer Nuclear 

Station. 

  Our resolution was approved, and adopted, 

on the 10th day of January 2009.  It has been duly 

filed with the NRC, just as it has been duly filed 

with the South Carolina Public Service Commission, 

similarly urging the approval of all applications for 

units 2 and 3 before them.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  Next is 

John Ramsburgh, and after that will be Kamau 

Marcharia. 

  MR. RAMSBURGH:  Thank you very much, and I 
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want to thank you all for having us here today.  My 

name is John Ramsburgh, and I'm the Chapter Director 

of the Sierra Club of South Carolina.  

  I work down in Columbia, but my family 

residence is in Darlington, which is a small town in 

the PD region.  And I have been to lots of meetings 

like this, and I know what it is like to be a local 

resident here, and have lots of people coming in from 

elsewhere with their opinions.  

  So I want to first thank you all for your 

patience in putting up with the rest of us.  And I 

would actually like to second the mayor's comments. 

  Just generally, and I don't think there 

are any bad intentions here.  But it seems so often, 

with respect to big decisions that impact our 

communities, that the public kind of gets included in 

the conversation, in the 11th hour. 

  And so really I just want to emphasize 

that to whatever degree the NRC, our utilities, can 

start to reach out into the community, essentially go 

door to door, and hold community meetings, hold 

meetings in churches, other meetings here at the 

school that aren't so formally structured, and where 

you are asking people what they want, and what they 

need, before you come in with a big proposal. 
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  And just to emphasize, we are here with 

the Sierra Club.  We are a state-wide organization of 

about 6,000 people from all different backgrounds, and 

we have folks up in this region, as well.  

  Obviously we are environmentalists, we 

stand for protecting our natural resources, for trying 

to use them wisely, so that everybody can share in 

them, and also make sure that we can hand them onto 

the young people in this room. 

  There are certain real environmental and 

health, and security, and costs concerns with this 

plan.  And with the whole state of South Carolina, we 

are at an energy crossroads, and we are trying to 

decide kind of which path we are going to go down. 

  The great thing about this process, and 

the great thing that is happening with a lot of our 

federal regulatory agencies, is that they are starting 

to widen the discussion, in terms of the parameters. 

  And I know that on the slide show they 

were going to -- the presentation is about the 

environmental impacts.  But we don't have to think 

about the environmental impacts just in terms of the 

squirrels and the mice, we think about the human 

environmental impacts.  

  And those are also economic.  So you have 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 44

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

jobs, and the promise of investment, etcetera, but you 

also have increased health care.  You know, people 

losing work days because they are sick.  All of these 

things need to be more holistic and universal. 

  So with respect to this plan, some of the 

things for all of us in this room to consider, the 

incredible construction costs, there is just a real 

wide discrepancy between what SCE&G and Santee Cooper 

estimate as the cost, and what independent agencies 

have said that the cost will be. 

  Another are the rates.  Again, there, we 

are hearing one thing from the utilities with respect 

to rates.  But if you look at even Wall Street 

conservative, pro-business investment firms, they are 

projecting rates for nuclear energy that are twice 

what Santee Cooper and SCE&G are suggesting. 

  A third are the incredible costs that are 

associated with plants that don't go into just the 

construction cost, the health care cost, the 

transportation cost, the transport of waste cost, the 

impacts on the roads, on our potholes, on our city 

streets. 

  So I guess I just -- the Sierra Club of 

South Carolina, we have information, here at this 

table, and we are going to submit formal comments to 
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the Environmental Impact Statement that are very 

technical.  

  But, right now, just here today I want to 

just say two things.  That this process widen the 

parameters, make it as inclusive as possible; include 

as many topics as possible, especially topics brought 

here by people in the community.  

  And that we get back to, I can't remember 

exactly how you said it, but you said it well, less 

formal, or more informal, and more informative, so 

that we really include the community in the process.  

Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Kamau 

Marcharia, and after that is Jeff Archie. 

  MR. MARCHARIA:  Good evening.  My name is 

Kamau Marcharia, I'm the representative here, on the 

County Council, for the fourth district. 

  And I have spoken to this agency before. 

And it is my understanding, as we build these two new 

reactors, we get two new reactors, and one is we get 

two for the price of one. 

  One is going to be state, and the other 

one is going to be private.  So I understand the state 

don't pay taxes, so the community will only be getting 

taxes for one of these reactors, is my understanding, 
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that Santee Cooper versus SCE&G, if that is my 

understanding.  

  And I understand that they asked for an 

increase from the citizens to help pay for this, prior 

to us ever getting service, x number of years.  And 

that people pay into this, and happen to pass away 

five or six years down the road, do their family get 

reimbursed for all the money they put in for services 

they are not going to get? 

  Let me get more to the point.  Since we 

don't know a way to stop nuclear plants from coming, 

because you are not going to tell us that, of course, 

so we feel as though if we are not going to stop them, 

and it is going to come, and you are building a ten 

billion dollar project, I would like to know how many 

minority contractors are going to be part of that 

project, from the community.  

  So my concern, as I have talked to the 

constituency in Shelton, Stone, Buckhead, Blair, 

Dalkans Community, Monticello, Jenkinsville, Austin, 

Wallaceville, Bethel, Cedar Creek, Greenbriar, I have 

talked to people in all of these communities.  

  And if you are going to be here, they 

talked about infrastructure, roads, water systems, 

jobs, health care, fire protection, recreation, and 
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displacement. 

  And I will say if there are going to be 

that many, four to six thousand people coming here to 

work, in this community, and we need to see the plan 

for what is your construction for the roads, 

infrastructure. 

  Because right now people are coming from 

Powell and Prosperity, hit 215, residents on that road 

take 15 to 20 minutes to get out of their driveway, 

and sometimes you have school buses coming, they won't 

even get to school. 

  So we want to know what kind of 

construction it is going to provide.  Water systems, 

we have some communities, in some communities we don't 

have drinking water, provided drinking water in some 

of the communities.  

  We don't have the capacity for the water 

lines to provide for these communities.  If you go 

down in the Dalkans Community, you have several 

hundred families down in that area, that would need 

fire protection, have fire hydrants in. 

  And folks down there, if something happen, 

there certainly is no evacuation signs telling people 

how to get there.  It is a community that is 

landlocked between Broad River and the Monticello 
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Lake. 

  There is one way in and one way out.  So 

we don't know what the evacuation plans are for that. 

 If you are planning of bringing thousands of people 

here, that would equate to more people that is living 

in the town of Winnsboro, and they have only four to 

five thousand, we would be close to ten thousand 

people in this district working, if we can get those 

jobs.  

  Currently as it relates to fire 

protection, we have a fire station in Jenkinsville, 

and over the years we have had fire trucks show up at 

fires without any water in it.  Don't ask me why that 

happens, but it has happened. 

  We have had fire trucks break down, we had 

to give them a jump to get to the fire.  And if you 

are going to put two more reactors, that triples the 

potential dangers. 

  You can't tell me that you will never have 

an accident.  As I have said before, the folks who 

work there, try to work to really keep that place 

safe, and I know this for a fact. 

  But that does not obviate the fact that an 

accident can happen.  That we need an adequate fire 

station, with fire trucks, in this community, an 
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adequate water system.  

  We also need health care.  We have four, 

five, six thousand people working in this community, 

we need health care centers in this community that are 

adequate to the needs of the community, in the event 

that some issues would occur. 

  Several years ago SCE&G was generous 

enough to give this community, I think, 8.5 acres of 

land, and I think the express purpose of that, at that 

time, was to try to build a health center, and a 

recreation center on that, and I hope that we can 

follow up to be able to do that.  

  Again, I did mention about the evacuation 

route.  Fifteen years ago there used to be signs 

telling you how to get out of here, people have moved 

here, fifteen years ago, have no notion or idea how to 

get out of this community in the event that something 

happens. 

  If it does happen, we are instructed, from 

my understanding, to go to White Oak.  And, as you 

know, the winds blow from the west.  If the wind blows 

from the west, it will follow you to White Oak, and 

that is where you will be right in the path of it. 

  And let me kind of conclude by simply 

saying if you, with the challenges of jobs, I think we 
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have a 40 percent illiteracy rate in this county.  But 

the challenge of jobs coming here with the tens, and 

tens of thousands of people who are unemployed, around 

this state, will come to this county with these good 

jobs. 

  They might now know how to be plumbers or 

electricians, but they can take these tests, and get 

these jobs, and our people will be jobless trying to 

get a GED, or trying to get to a so-called key road 

process, to even get the jobs. 

  Once again, we are going to be locked out 

of these jobs, and opportunities, and that is going to 

leave people in a state where crime might be 

increased.  How would you address all of this?  Thank 

you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Next is 

Jeff Archie, and behind him is Michael Mills.  Let me 

make one observation.  That we are hearing scoping 

comments from locals, things that are important to 

them, that can be part of the process. 

  Okay, next. 

  MR. ARCHIE:  Good evening.  My name is 

Jeff Archie, I'm the vice president of nuclear 

operations at the V.C. Summer Nuclear Station Unit 1. 

  And I appreciate the opportunity to be 
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here to express my comments to the NRC staff, as well 

as to address the members of the public that are here. 

  First off, a number of you know that I was 

born here in Fairfield County, I grew up here, went to 

school here at McCrorey-Liston Elementary School, and 

high school. 

  And it is always a great opportunity to 

come back and visit.  I work for SCE&G as part of the 

SCE&G staff, and V.C. Summer organization for 30 

years, including time working as a student intern, 

while attending the University of South Carolina as an 

engineering student. 

  Just like myself, there are a large number 

of our employees that either are from this area, or 

live in this area, or Newberry County, Richland 

County, or Lexington counties. 

  And I'm extremely proud of the consistent, 

sustainable, excellent performance demonstrated by all 

of our station employees over the 26 years that the 

plant has been in operation. 

  We have been very successful with attempts 

to communicate with our communities.  We've done plant 

tours for a number of organizations.  We provided 

presentations for students and teachers from the local 

schools, the high schools, the middle schools, and the 
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local universities. 

  We have held community meetings.  In fact 

our most recent community meeting was held earlier 

this month, at our site learning center, there at V.C. 

Summer, and it was attended by over 120 local 

residents. 

  Our V.C. Summer station's performance in 

the areas of safety and environmental stewardship have 

been exemplary over the 26 year history. 

  We are evaluated, frequently, by the NRC 

and industry groups, and V.C. Summer consistently 

ranks among the best.  The NRC has two resident 

inspectors that are permanently on-site, as part of 

our site team. 

  And they are assigned to V.C. Summer and 

provide regulatory oversight, and that number of 

inspectors for regulatory oversight will increase with 

the proposal of the two new units. 

  A significant number of our security 

contract staff are local, which provides jobs for the 

local community.  I would also note that we have 

always taken security very seriously. 

  Prior to 9-11, and then also since 9-11, 

we have increased our security deterrence.  And all 

nuclear plants in this country have a well trained 
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armed security force that is manned 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week, 365 days a year. 

  On the subject of spent fuel, because I 

know there are a lot of questions about spent fuel, at 

V.C. Summer we have handled spent fuel successfully 

and safely for the last 26 years, and will continue to 

do that, until the Department of Energy lives up to 

their contractual obligation to take the fuel.  

  We do have a contract with the Department 

of Energy for them to take the fuel, not only 

eventually from our existing V.C. Summer unit 1, but 

also from the two proposed units. 

  And the government will, eventually, 

comply with the contract, whether it be moving the 

fuel to Yucca Mountain, whether it be through 

recycling, or other interim measures. 

  And my final comment has to do with Yucca 

Mountain.  I'd like to make sure that the public also 

understands that Yucca Mountain, a deep geologic 

repository, is moving through the process. 

  And the Department of Energy has submitted 

a license application to the NRC, and that was done 

just here recently, in June of 2008. 

  Now, it will take three to four years for 

that review, and public interaction, but that process 
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has started.  Funding for Yucca Mountain is going to 

be the issue and the challenge. 

  Funding for Yucca Mountain must be 

appropriated, and Senator Harry Reid, of Nevada, holds 

the purse strings.  So the message there is that there 

are some political issues, with Yucca Mountain, that 

I'm confident will be worked through.  

  But Yucca Mountain is not a technical 

issue, it is truly a political issue.  Thank you, I 

appreciate the time in taking my comments. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Next is 

Michael Mills, and then Stewart Rudnicki.  Michael 

Mills? 

  (No response.) 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Okay Stewart 

Rudnicki?   

  MR. RUDNICKI:  My name is Steve Rudnicki, 

I'm a resident of Columbia.  I will soon be 50 years 

old, which means that I have been around about as long 

as commercial nuclear power.  

  First off I want to thank the NRC for 

having this public hearing, so that everyone can have 

their voices heard. 

  I have lived in Richland county for the 

last 26 years, in an area that is now known as the 
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Village of Sand Hills.  And I have watched the 

Midlands grow in the northeast, from Clemson road 

being a two lane road, running through the pine trees, 

to now being a five lane thoroughfare, with housing 

all over the place. 

  That type of growth requires electrical 

power.  I also grew up in Rockford, Illinois, and 

watched Byron 1 and Byron 2, two other nuclear power 

plants, being built, and even toured the site during 

the construction. 

  Hence I grew up, as they say, in the 

shadow of nuclear power.  We benefitted from the 

electricity, and the tax base that that facility 

provided. 

  I'm in favor of building the additional 

reactors at V.C. Summer.  SCE&G, and Santee Cooper, 

have proven to be good stewards and reliable operators 

of this plant.  

  South Carolina currently receives over 50 

percent of its electrical power from nuclear 

generation.  This reliable, clean source of power, 

helps contribute to the low carbon emissions, green 

house gases, that our friend from the Sierra Club was 

talking about, helping to keep our air and water 

clean. 
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  As a side note, France, which gets about 

70 percent of its power from nuclear power, has the 

cleanest air in Europe, something to think about. 

  The V.C. Summer site was originally 

designed to accept more facilities, and with the 

existing power grid already there, the current 

operation, the expansion is natural, low-cost, and a 

low environmental impact to meeting the growing 

electrical need of South Carolina.  

  The design of the new generating unit, the 

AP1000, which they have applied for, is a simplified 

plant design that standardizes and reduces the cost of 

building this facility.  

  For 30 years nuclear power has proven 

itself to be safe and reliable.  The utilities have 

advanced the design of storage of spent fuel, as was 

just described, while waiting on the Government to 

complete its commitment for the national storage site, 

or recycling. 

  And even with those delays, the storage 

plan, at this facility, can meet the needs.  Finally, 

as has been mentioned, in an era of economic 

uncertainty, the building of these plants will bring 

both construction jobs, and long-term operational jobs 

to this area. 
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  Nuclear is an important component of a 

balanced energy mix.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  Next is 

Dr. Clint Wolfe, followed by Joe Wojcicki. 

  DR. WOLFE:  Good evening, my name is Clint 

Wolfe, I'm the executive director of Citizens for 

Nuclear Technology Awareness, headquartered in Aiken, 

South Carolina.  

  I'm here tonight to speak on behalf of the 

majority of South Carolinians, who want to expedite 

the construction of these two new units at V.C. 

Summer.  

  Since we are here for an environmental 

hearing it would be instructive to know what 

environmental impacts have resulted from 25 years of 

operation of the current unit at the site. 

  Such an analysis should shorten the list 

of topics that need to be addressed.  My sense is that 

the environmental impacts of the current unit have 

been positive and have added to the quality of life in 

Fairfield County.  

  Some will try to convince you to believe 

that the same superstitions in which they believe.  A 

superstition is a strongly held belief that is not 

supported by, or is contradicted, by the facts. 
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  We often hear assertions that there are 

correlations between nuclear power plants, and cancer 

incidents.  To the contrary, there has never been a 

credible study which linked health effects to nuclear 

power plants.  

  Some will tell you there is no safe level 

radiation.  And that because radiation from nuclear 

power plants exist they, therefore, are not safe.  

Radiation emitting from nuclear power plants 

contribute less than one millirem a year to our 

average annual radiation dose of about 360 millirem 

per person. 

  Sleeping with one's partner contributes 

about one millirem per year, to this average annual 

radiation dose.  So if radiation exposure is what 

motivates you, you should get rid of your partner 

before you get rid of the nuclear power plants.  

  Others are here to champion alternative 

energy approaches.  Certainly we should all be able to 

agree that we should use energy efficiently.  We 

should conserve energy wisely.  And we should use 

energy sources that may provide unique applications, 

such as solar panels for powering remote equipment.  

  Unfortunately many of the folks who want 

to believe so strongly in the promise of these 
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approaches, that they are convinced that we don't need 

additional baseload energy supply. 

  Taken to an extreme of practicing 

efficiency and conservation as the only approaches to 

solving our energy woes, will lead to abject poverty 

for our citizens. 

  This has been demonstrated in the rest of 

the world, where one-third of the population have no 

electricity, and they live in abject poverty. 

  A recent poll by Bisconti Research showed 

72 percent of Americans felt that solar power would be 

our major source of electricity by 2023.  Now the 

Energy Information Agency is a government organization 

that is charged with compiling data, and statistics, 

and reporting on energy data, and energy trends in the 

country. 

  And when Bisconti asked them what the 

percent solar would be in 2023, they said the answer 

was 0.2 percent, or about the same as it is now.  Wind 

fared somewhat better, in that 65 percent of the 

people felt wind would be a major contributor by 2023, 

and the EIA estimated that wind contribution at 2.4 

percent. 

  So the lure of renewable energy sources is 

grounded more in wishful thinking, and expectations of 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 60

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

huge windfalls for those hawking everything from solar 

to animal byproducts. 

  Actually we shouldn't use the term 

renewable at all because, first of all, thermodynamics 

says that energy can neither be created, nor 

destroyed.  And that is a fundamental principle. 

  So there is no such thing as renewable 

energy.  It can be sustainable, it can be almost 

inexhaustible, but it is not "renewable". 

  The green movement likes to exclude 

nuclear from the definition of things eligible for 

government incentives, to provide emission-free 

energy.  

  That is because nuclear can easily meet 

the proposed mandates for producing emmission-free 

energy, without incentives.  And so there would be no 

need for the more expensive and inefficient 

contributions from so-called green technologies.  

  Another myth about these technologies is 

that they are somehow cleaner.  Cleaner than coal, 

maybe.  Cleaner than nuclear?  No way.  If all of our 

energy were produced from nuclear power then all of 

the high level nuclear waste attributable to a single 

person, in his or her lifetime, could be contained in 

a single coke can, a 12 ounce coke can. 
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  Compare that to the mountains of coal ash 

and tons of carbon dioxide from burning coal.  Solar 

panels are manufactured in processes involving 

extremely toxic materials.  And when the panels are 

discarded they will have to be monitored, in regulated 

disposal sites, due to heavy metal content. 

  Toxic metals, unlike radioactive waste, 

does not go away with time, rather remain toxic 

forever.  There is no free lunch, you heard it here. 

  Members of our organization, CNTA, truly 

are friends of the earth.  And many of our members 

truly are concerned scientists, and they believe they 

have the best answer, which is nuclear, and we already 

have it, and let's get on with it.  Thank you very 

much. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Next is Joe 

Wojcicki, and then Tom Clements, then Ernestine Rabb. 

  MR. WOJCICKI:  Good evening, ladies and 

gentlemen.  I'm Joe Wojcicki, and I'm South Carolina 

with an accent. 

  I would like to tell a little bit about 

the very bad things that would happen with this 

application, it means that the location in the 

Jenkinsville is not good one. 

  I am engineer, and I was also teaching a 
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little bit, in the technical system in South Carolina, 

and also I have review the application, this public 

version that was delivered to us, and I was also spent 

three weeks on the public hearing of the -- in 

Columbia, of the end of the December.  

  So I have some kind of deep information 

about the specific means, about generation and 

distribution of electricity power.  And here is 

completely failure, because location of the 

Jenkinsville was finally approved in 2005. 

  The study was done in 1970s.  And right 

now, also, not only this was completely ignored what 

was going on 2024, and this is obligation of applicant 

to look into the future. 

  Where are we going to need this 

electricity?  I have nothing against nuclear, because 

this is going to be a big two producer of two 

gigawatts of the power. 

  But telling us that this is going to be 

baseload for the people, for the residents, is 

completely wrong.  These million people that are going 

to come to our state, is probably going to live in 

completely different houses. 

  The houses are going to be designed with 

completely different application for appliances, and 
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needs for the electricity.  I just, a few minutes ago, 

was listening how bad is solar. 

  But there will be, also, the solar on the 

roof of our houses.  But also, please remember, that 

we as people need in our houses, we need to have 

electricity when it is very warm.  We need to have air 

conditioners running. 

  Now, if -- and we need, also, if we 

install heat pump, we need to have this heat pump 

running on the electricity in the wintertime, right 

now. 

  So if we are going to use geothermal 

energy, we don't need any 24 hours power from any 

sources.  So in this case, this I think that will be 

much better for South Carolina Electric and Gas to 

look for the customer of this two gigawatt, you need 

somewhere there is going to be a huge industry, like 

for example port. 

  And just ignoring what we need, as South 

Carolina residents, how our governor already decided 

we was going to have a huge port close to the Savannah 

river.  

  This, our places, and also probably we are 

going to have oil refinery also, somewhere close to 

the Charleston.  So putting here units for two 
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gigawatts, to transfer power from here over 200 miles 

to a place, when this power we need, is completely 

nonsense. 

  And this is because nothing was done in 

2008 and '09.  We have locations selected in 2005.  So 

my proposal is to look at any location close to the 

Atlantic Ocean. 

  Why?  If we are going to have these units 

in Atlantic Ocean, first, the electricity will be 

close to the places they will be required to be.  The 

second, we are going to save the water. 

  You don't probably realize what is going 

to happen if we are going to put the units here in 

Jenkinsville.  Also, South Carolina Electric and Gas 

failed to show us the balance of the water. 

  Also, with this regard, another two 

reactors they are going to build, Duke Power 

somewhere, in the Broad River.  So we are going to, 

probably, already have much less water because Duke 

Power is going to take the water on the beginning, we 

are not going to have water in South Carolina, in the 

midlands. 

  And so this is, again, this has to be 

really -- and this is just trying to address to the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, because we have to 
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first decide where these two babies was going to put 

to work.  It is not here, it should be close to the 

Atlantic. 

  Now, what happen if we don't have the 

water, enough water?  Who is going to be first to be 

disconnected from the source of the water, farmers, 

residential houses, schools, golf courses, churches 

and synagogues, judicial administration buildings, 

hospitals, day cares, nursing homes? 

  What is going to happen if we are going to 

have a drought?  And, already, NRC already have the 

map which show 24 existing reactors, in the area in 

the southeast, in the area they call drought zone. 

  That means if we are going to have 

drought, or very high temperature, we have to shut 

down the reactors.  Somebody very nicely mentioned 

that in France nuclear reactors are producing not 70, 

but 80 percent. 

  But because this is a very first project, 

they are going to apply very new generation of 

reactors, AP1000, designed by very good company called 

Westinghouse.  

  I just applied to the team of this, to 

look very carefully what happen in the nuclear 

industry in France in the 2006 summer?  Probably 
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remind the people working and living here, that in the 

end of '80s, there was some kind of boiling fish in 

the park reservoir. 

  What is going to happen if you are going 

to have two extra reactors here?  We are going to boil 

alligators?  Because we already have them, right? 

  So, again, another appeal to the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission, please do respect law of 

physics, chemistry, and common sense, please.  Move 

these two guys to the place that really baseload is 

necessary, not here.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  Next is 

Tom Clements, and then Ernestine Rabb, and then Carol 

Hill.   Another reminder, you can always add more 

comments after the meeting.  The door is still open. 

  MR. CLEMENTS:  My name is Tom Clements, 

and I live in Columbia, and I'm with the environmental 

organization Friends of the Earth. 

  And my organization has intervened, with 

the Public Service Commission, and the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission against the reactors, so we do 

have a firm position.  

  And I'm not going to go into a lot of 

details about that, but part of it is about the cost, 

and the impact on the rates to people in the service 
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area. 

  I really appreciated what the mayor had to 

say, and I just want to add a little bit to that.  And 

I think the NRC should cover this, in this EIS, and in 

your NEPA regulations.  

  I just happen to have a news release from 

the Obama Administration, from a week ago today, on 

the subject of transparency and open government.  

  And I just want to read a little bit of 

this, because even -- I follow this issues closely, 

and I have some difficulty understanding things, and 

how the NRC functions about stuff. 

  In this President Obama says:  

Transparency promotes accountability, and provides 

information for citizens about what their government 

is doing.  

  And it goes on:  My administration will 

take appropriate action consistent with law, and 

policy, to disclose information rapidly, in forms that 

the public can readily find and use. 

  Now I hope that that comes about.  He goes 

on to say that agencies have to prepare an open 

government directive, how they are going to do this.  

  And I think this Environmental Impact 

Statement process, and maybe the NEPA regulations of 
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the department need to take into account this new 

directive from our president. 

  I wanted to make sure that people caught 

that this reactor has never been built anywhere in the 

world.  The AP1000 reactors have never been built.  It 

appears that SCE&G is on a fast track course, and may 

have some kind of special deal with the Westinghouse 

Company to build these reactors here. 

  So this is a kind of a test project.  And 

you that live close, and I live north of the city of 

Columbia, further away, you are going to be guinea 

pigs for this project, and you need to be quite 

attentive as this whole thing is going on. 

  And we can expect, those of us ratepayers, 

are going to get stuck far before the reactors 

operate, with potentially large cost overruns.  But 

once reactors start up, they may have been built in 

China by then, but there will be no operating 

experience. 

  So I urge you to be quite attentive.  I 

want to comment on three other things.  The 

environmental report, you can go online and find this 

stuff, and you have to go to all these links, there is 

a lot of documentation, it is severely lacking in the 

analysis of alternatives. 
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  I have looked at some of the sections, but 

on the consideration of energy efficiency, 

conservation, and renewable energy, there is almost 

nothing.  It is a few pages. 

  And the application to the Public Service 

Commission, is really about this much.  And we all 

know that turning off a light is cheaper than building 

a new generation source to power that light bulb. 

  We can see that energy efficiency and 

conservation may cost three cents, or so, a kilowatt 

hour.  And building these new reactors could be 

anywhere from 15 to 30 cents per kilowatt hour. 

  We need to look at the alternatives before 

we jump into a massively expensive project, and that 

has not been done, and the EIS should cover this.  

  As far as the nuclear waste, a nuclear 

reactor produces about 20 tons of high level nuclear 

waste every year.  So that means that there are about 

500 tons of high level nuclear waste with no place to 

go out at the site. 

  So two reactors, new ones, are going to 

produce about 40 tons of high level waste a year.  The 

Yucca Mountain issue, out in Nevada, is not only a 

political issue, but is a technical issue.  

  As was said, the license is under review 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 70

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, but there are a 

lot of indicators that a license might not be able to 

be granted, because they can't meet the Environmental 

Protection Agency discharge standards at a certain 

length into the future. 

  And there is also some issues about 

storing of the casks, and building protective shields 

over them.  So the waste that comes out of these 

plants may be here forever. 

  It looks to me like all the nuclear 

reactors are starting to store waste, in containers, 

on the sites that is what you could be facing.  Does 

your community want this long-term? 

  And I want to ask people, those of you who 

live within ten miles of the plant?  I'm curious if 

anybody has ever shown you, or worked with you about 

radiation detectors, so you might know if you are 

being exposed to any radiation.  

  Mayor, has SCE&G, anybody trained people, 

or brought devices out here in the community?  I mean, 

that is kind of shocking to me.  I've got one, these 

cost, this is a very primitive device, or low end. 

  But the Environmental Impact Statement, in 

my opinion, needs to review as the mayor hinted at, do 

people know about what they are being exposed to, is 
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the city equipped with radiation devices, is there 

proper training that has gone on? 

  You know, you should know what the 

background level is here, and to look for any kind of 

radiation that might be released from the plant.  It 

is really shocking to hear that that hasn't happened. 

  And one final thing, I don't live here in 

Fairfield County, and I'm from Georgia, but I live in 

South Carolina now.  I live near the Vogtle Nuclear 

Reactors, in Waynesboro, Georgia. 

  Where is the economic benefit of these 

plants to Jenkinsville?  I mean, I can drive down the 

road and it is like, where is the money from the 

plants?  

  I'm an outsider, and I readily admit that. 

 But, my gosh, there may have been some in the school 

with the tax money, and I know that there is taxes 

paid to the county. 

  But this company has been negligent, it 

looks to me, in providing resources to this community 

to host these facilities.  And if two new plants are 

going to come here, I certainly hope that there is a 

positive job impact for you. 

  But that there is a better impact to the 

tax base for you, as well, because you are bearing the 
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environmental and safety risk, and you ought to be 

compensated for taking that risk.  Thank you for 

allowing me to make some comments. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Next is Ernestine 

Rabb, and then Carol Hill. 

  MS. RABB:  Good evening.  My name is 

Ernestine Rabb, I'm a life resident of Jenkinsville.  

So welcome to Jenkinsville, from my house to yours. 

  I'm a retired person from SCE&G, I'm also 

a retired magistrate.  You might ask why am I retired? 

 Well, as of now I am of age to retire.  But when I 

did retire it was because of my husband's illness. 

  But I can say I worked for a good company. 

 I have never had a problem, they never gave me a 

problem, a good place to work. 

  Now, I'm going to take the two new 

reactors coming in and treat them just like you would 

treat a neighbor coming into your community, or next 

door to you.  

  Now, somebody in here might say who are 

they?  I don't want them living next to me.  And 

somebody else might say, well, let's embrace that 

family, put our arms around them, welcome them to the 

community, not reject them.  

  So it seems that that is what we are doing 
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here.  We've got people coming from everywhere, we 

live here, we need growth, we need somewhere for 

people to work, whether you live here, or whether you 

live in Blair, or whether you live at Ridgetech, or 

Jenkinsville, or Winnsboro, it doesn't matter, if you 

live in Georgia it doesn't matter. 

  The place needs growth.  And that is what 

we are looking for tonight.  I think if we leave the 

people who are the masterminds, who can get everything 

into place, and I know that they will, and I know the 

NRC, I know everybody is going to put everything into 

place. 

  But if we leave them alone, and quit 

hovering over what somebody else said, and who can't 

read, get you a book and learn to read.  Don't sit up 

here and say we can't read.  You can do anything you 

want to do. 

  And another thing about Jenkinsville, it 

has been the most prosperous community you can ever 

find in Fairfield County.  Yes, it has gone down, 

people have their own businesses, you might see houses 

boarded, you might see stores vacant.  Those people 

are deceased, they no longer live here. 

  Maybe there is no one else to occupy those 

homes.  Children leave, children don't come back.  
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Now, if we just embrace these two, our two new 

neighbors coming in, if we embrace them, let the 

people who have the knowledge to work, work. 

  Those of us who can't work, be quiet, get 

books and read, because we need the industry.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Next is Carol Hill, 

and then Jeff Schaffer. 

  MS. HILL:  My name is Carol Hill, I'm an 

independent environmental scientist.  And my question 

to the NRC is, there are two other lakes, Lake Murray, 

and Lake Wateree, which are a lot larger, and in a 

better populated, higher income area. 

  Why couldn't the nuclear reactors be 

located over there?  I think those two lakes would be 

enough to supply water for the next 20, 30, 40, 50 

years that the nuclear reactors are going to have to 

have, that type of water to supply the power to it. 

  I don't believe that the area over here is 

large enough, that Lake Monticello is large enough to 

facilitate those nuclear reactors. To me putting those 

nuclear reactors here is the same thing as the 

government placing landfill in low socioeconomic 

neighborhoods. 

  Just because, you know, people don't make 

a whole lot of money, they decide we are just going to 
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put a landfill here, because it really doesn't matter, 

you know, we don't care about the people anyway.  We 

just want to make sure we get our project done, and 

take care of our people.  

  We talk about the pros, you talk about the 

pros, and you want everybody to say yes, we want to 

put these here, we want to bring jobs.  But do you 

think about the costs? 

  If you are going to think about putting 

jobs here, or the nuclear plant here, is it just going 

to be to the people that live in this community, are 

you going to open up jobs to this community first, or 

are you going to extend the boundaries outside the 

community and bring in 10,000 people from 150 miles 

away, when the people here are the ones that need the 

jobs. 

  I also want to piggyback to what somebody 

else was saying about the Environmental Impact 

Statement.  If you are going through all this 

different construction, right now, pre-construction, 

we are going to start widening the roads, we are going 

to start putting up traffic lights, and things, at 

this one intersection, so that we can get prepared. 

  If the final Environmental Impact 

Statement hasn't been done, then why are you going 
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ahead and beginning any kind of construction?  Because 

if for some reason, as your draft goes through, and as 

you take comments from people, and you are going back 

through, and you are weeding out what needs to be 

done, what needs to be taken out, what needs to be 

improved, why are you doing construction now?  Thank 

you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Jeff 

Schaffer, and next will be Deborah Gunter. 

  MR. SCHAFFER:  Good evening, my name is 

Jeff Schaffer, I live on the lake, and I have been 

here for about five years.  I know some of the people 

here. 

  It is interesting tonight that I heard 

opposing views, and interesting thoughts.  But I think 

a lot of opinions come with half the information that 

we all need. 

  I don't have much information about what 

is actually going to happen, to all of us.  Ms. Rabb 

had a very good comment about how she perceives the 

community, and the people, and the environment, 

working for the company.  

  The mayor has made an objective comment, 

to let you know that a lot of people here just don't 

know what is going on, including myself. 
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  We've touched on a lot of issues, traffic, 

the community infrastructure, I was going to state 

something about the sirens, but someone else will talk 

about that.  

  My point is that I think everyone here, 

and myself personally, I live a mile less than 

everyone else, I'm right on the reactor's fault line. 

I'm concerned about my safety, and I want to know the 

transparency of the government agencies, exactly. 

  What are you going to do for us, how are 

you going to explain to us, in the worse case 

situation, this is our plan.  And in the best case 

situation, which most people want to know, where is 

the employment, where is the infrastructure, where is 

the coming, where is the tax base, where is that?  

  Someone needs to put that out in an 

informative way, so that we can all benefit from it.  

Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  Next is 

Deborah Gunter, and then Corry Mason. 

  MS. GUNTER:  Hello, everyone, I'm Deborah 

Gunter, I live in Jenkinsville, and I have been a 

resident there for 24 years. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  A little bit closer 

to the mike, please. 
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  MS. GUNTER:  I have been a resident there 

for 24 years.  My issues may seem petty to some of you 

all, but to me, to my family, and maybe to others of 

you all, out there, they may be serious. 

  I just want to make some comments about 

the wildlife, the environment, the ground, the soil, 

the air, the trees that we need to breathe, that are 

dying on our property. 

  The grass is not growing for my horses to 

eat.  The vegetables in the garden is not producing.  

The trees that are on our property that are dying day 

by day, that we see that are 20 or 40 years old that 

are just dying. 

  And we used to have someone to come by and 

check our soil, we do not see that any more.  We have 

never had anyone come and test our radiation levels.  

And I just want to bring that awareness to the 

community, to the public, to SCE&G, to the NRC, and to 

anybody else that may have concerns for us in this 

community.  

  There was a comment made that people in 

Jenkinsville were a poor community, so therefore what 

does it matter?  And I believe that is a public 

statement.  Maybe some of you all should think about 

that, before you welcome these two new neighbors into 
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our community.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  Next is 

Corry Mason, and then Richard Hager. 

  MR. MASON:  I lived up here for about 40 

years, my ancestors came here in about 1750, so we 

have been around a while.  I remember when first V.C. 

Summer came I wasn't very thrilled with it, I felt 

like my dreams were getting squashed, to see the glow 

when they are building it 24/7, taking stars out of 

the sky. 

  And I didn't like it, and then I endured 

it, figured some day it will close down.  It was a 

fairly safe plant, as they go, they all leak but it 

was fairly safe.  It doesn't mean that the two they 

are going to build are going to be safe. 

  As someone said, one of them is going to 

be private.  And I read up on nukes over the years, 

here and there, and one of the things that I have come 

to understand is that there is a lot of hidden costs 

to build them.  You take the ore out of the ground, 

process it, like an automobile.  They say they do most 

of the pollution by creating them.  

  An example, I got laughed at, when I said 

that it cost more energy to create a nuclear plant and 

run it than it produces.  But then economics works 
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that way, often. 

  I know in the Tongas national forest, when 

they are cutting six, seven foot in diameter, 250 foot 

tall sika spruce, I paid -- I got a piece this big to 

make a guitar top, about that thick, I paid 40 dollars 

for it. 

  But the logging industry was selling to 

the Japanese for 2 dollars and 26 cents a tree.  It 

was so cheap for them, they were turning it into pulp 

out in their big floating factories in the Pacific 

Ocean. 

  So, yes, it is kind of like that.  Another 

thing I wanted to talk about is the history of the 

nuclear industry.  And it started out as the Manhattan 

project, and it went into the Atomic Energy 

Commission, then it metastasized into the NRC.  

  Stafford Warren, he was top dog, in the 

Atomic Energy Commission, and James Neal, and they had 

some people working under them, Howland, Samuel 

Bassett, Dr. Samuel Bassett. 

  These people went around injecting people 

with plutonium, and radioactive iodine, like welfare 

mothers in Tennessee, in Houston, Texas.  And then 

there was some guy, I can't think of his name, he is 

in Berkeley, and also at the Strum Memorial Hospital 
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in Rochester, New York, and he was injecting 

radioactive isotopes in people.  

  I think the first month or two half of the 

124 patients died.  And then eventually that became 

unfashionable and then in the '80s, and possibly in 

the very early '90s, they were down the in South 

America injecting the Yamonamo Indians.  Yes, they 

died, too. 

  So I think there is, you know, if you have 

energy, like you want to boil water, let's take a 

poison that can kill you for a thousand human 

generations.  Why didn't I think of this before?  We 

will just go ahead and boil some water, and make some 

electricity, and we will make so much electricity 

people can be irresponsible with it, leave all their 

lights on, whatever.  

  When I was coming in here tonight, there 

are 13 lights out there, in the parking lot, just 

burning away.  I'm sure they will burn after we leave. 

 And then you multiply that by all the other 

indulgences like that.  

  I think they could get by with three. And 

then you see the lights, people have four street 

lights in their yard, out in the country now, fright 

lights, I guess. 
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  I think the power companies should offer 

them switches to turn them off when the moon is full 

in the wintertime and high overhead.  I mean, there 

are thousands of things that can be done to stop. 

  We could cut our electricity down, I'm 

sure, 80 percent if we just would do it.  And if the 

pressure was on we probably would.  But, no, let's be 

irresponsible and have poison that can kill you for a 

thousand human generations. 

  Depleted uranium that is a little milder, 

it kills you a little slower, I suppose.  Birth 

defects, babies born with their brains on top of their 

skulls, and stuff.  Depleted uranium will kill you for 

4.5 billion years, and that is a pretty long time. 

  If you want jobs, like the lady said, Lake 

Murray, Lake Wateree, you know, if V.C. Summer would 

go away, some people wouldn't want to live where there 

had been a nuclear power plant, for obvious reasons.  

  But enough people would go, okay, I can do 

this.  I don't think too many people are going to want 

to deal with three stacked on top of each other.  But 

that would create jobs just by people moving up here, 

and stores, and grocery stores, and people will have 

places to work. 

  It would be a lot more, I haven't seen, I 
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have been here for 40 years, and I haven't seen 

Jenkinsville go anywhere with these nuclear power 

plants.  Sure throw some crumbs at a school, you know? 

 We love you. 

  I just see, you know, our whole culture 

has some serious problems, in case anybody hasn't 

watched the news.  And I see nuclear power like a boil 

on top of a disease.  And we have to -- we need some 

responsibility and as far as getting people jobs at 

V.C. Summer, I mean, the nazis they gave people plenty 

of jobs at Treblinka, and Auschwitz, and then they 

killed them later, they fed them a little more. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Do you think we 

could wrap it up a little bit? 

  MR. MASON:  And, you know, I just see it 

as, like, humans, domestic humans are so wonderful, 

they are like cockroaches building their own cans of 

Raid and spraying here and there.   

  Of course there are some places where, you 

know, one reason these plants are coming down here is 

because they don't have anywhere else to go, because 

most of the nation doesn't want them.  

  And they would tar and feather them, and 

run them out for even asking.  And the water, is it 

like ten degrees warmer than it is supposed to be?  
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I'm thinking with the weather coming from the west, 

thunderstorms are strong, but they are small. 

  And I believe that has added to our 

drought.  Columbia has the bottom of Lake Murray 

splashing through the river, and it is 25 degrees 

warmer, and they get lots of thunderstorms we miss.  

The year before last they got two and a quarter inches 

of rain in six months. 

  And this happens in the summer.  And I 

think with two more nuclear power plants with these 

big ugly towers, and steam coming out, it may never 

rain here again in the summertime. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Could we wrap it 

up, Corry? 

  MR. MASON:  I heard you let other people 

talk longer, I guess you liked what they were saying. 

 Well, you know, I have a name, I will cut this short. 

 I have a name for people that pillage and rape the 

land, and build nuclear power plants, and do all these 

dangerous things.  I call them earth nazis.  That is 

my name for people that trash the environment. 

  And I don't think humans are safe enough 

to handle a tool as big as nuclear power.  It is like 

you don't want to give a hammer to a psychopath.  You 

know there were some workers at TVA, they wear these 
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little badges, and at the end of the day they check 

them in to see if they have been dosed with radiation. 

  And one of them just one day put one on a 

block of uranium for eight hours, and then he turned 

it in, and he never heard about it.  And then another 

guy took a little chunk on his monthly urinal sample, 

put a little tiny chunk in it, he never heard about 

it. 

  So, you know, you have this human element 

going on.  And you are playing with fire, and we just 

haven't evolved enough to play with anything this big. 

 And I just wish you all would leave. 

  I mean, you seem like a very nice person. 

 But I wish you all would leave and take V.C. Summer 

with you, and give us our lake.  Twenty-five years of 

dealing with V.C. Summer, that lake belongs to us now. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Richard 

Hager was next, and then Susan Corbett. 

  MR. HAGER:  Good evening. I'm Richard 

Hager, and I live down 215 in the Monticello 

community.  

  It was interesting that I heard Mr. Archie 

get up and tell about the successful meeting a few 

weeks ago, on a weekend, and I think that is great.  I 

believe he said that they had more than 120 people 
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there.  

  Gee, I wish I had known about it.  I wish 

I would know about a lot of things SCE&G does.  The 

communication from SCE&G absolutely stinks.  I have 

nothing against SCE&G, their electricity runs my 

appliances as good as anybody's. 

  But I live in the shadow of a nuclear 

power plant, and I have had problems, over and over 

again, about why we don't get communications.  I will 

give you a little "for example". 

  A couple of years ago, you may be aware, 

that they replaced the power source for the sirens.  

We now have beautiful, wonderful, solar panels on each 

of those siren posts.  I guess that is in case the 

nuclear power plant goes up, they won't have power to 

them, so they have to have power from somewhere, so 

they are going to get it from solar. 

  Well, that suits me fine.  But during that 

whole time, it was never mentioned by SCE&G that this 

was taking place, and they went from pole to pole, 

changing this out, and those sirens went off over and 

over, and over, and over again.   

  And it was never, ever, ever addressed by 

SCE&G.  We do not hear from SCE&G at all, until we see 

them in the paper.  And I read in the Herald about 
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this wonderful successful meeting that they held down 

here. 

  And at least in the same article, they 

announced this meeting.  I take the State, and I read 

it.  I take the newsless Herald, and I read it too.  

And we have not been communicated to. 

  So I was here three years.  I moved up 

here in '03, and I was here three years before I got a 

calendar telling about the schedule for the testing of 

the sirens.  I was here three years. 

  What does it cost to drop a flier in the 

zip code for Jenkinsville, and for Blair, and folks?  

If that were the case all the local area, for all 

practical purposes, is covered. 

  And that is minimal.  I have a little 

nursery down here, and I send out two mailings a year, 

I spend 300 dollars twice a year sending out 400 first 

class. 

  So with somebody like SCE&G, don't get me 

wrong, I like SCE&G fine.  I appreciate that 19 

million dollar check we saw spread across the paper 

the other day, handing it to Norma Brown, my wonderful 

treasurer. 

  I don't see a whole lot of it going on out 

here, however.  And as far as Jenkinsville, and 
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prosperity, etcetera, somebody has some blinders on, I 

do believe.  

  Now, I understand we were quite prosperous 

when the last nuclear power plant was built and I'm 

sure we will be again.  I have heard stories about the 

beer joints that you wouldn't believe.  

  And so I'm sure that if the construction 

people come we will have beer joints, and brothels, 

and I may open one myself, if that is what it takes to 

get some money, let's go for it. 

  But first, until the NRC and SCE&G takes 

communication very seriously, I don't believe anything 

any of them are telling me.  And the NRC, this goes 

for you as well.  

  If we are going to have these meetings, 

please let us know.  You know, if I knew there was an 

SCE&G kiosk, with information on it, down here at the 

park, at the Monticello Easy-Mart, I promise you I 

would stop and look for information being posted.  It 

is not there.  

  Now, folks, I'm not anti-nuclear power.  

But right now I'm anti-this, because I don't know what 

in the heck is going on, and I don't think we are 

being told fairly.  And I thank you very much. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks for your 
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comments.  Next is Susan Corbett, and then Deborah 

Pearson. 

  (No response.) 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  How about Debra 

Pearson? 

  MS. PEARSON:  Good evening.  My name is 

Debra Pearson, and I'm also a resident of 

Jenkinsville, South Carolina, and I moved to 

Jenkinsville in 1969. 

  And I have had brothers to work at the 

nuclear plant when the first V.C. Summer plant was 

built, and I learned a lot.  There are a lot of things 

that we still need to learn, but I feel that the 

nuclear power was a good safe place. 

  We have good safety, things that have 

already happened.  And I feel that we, as a community, 

need to get together, and come together, to try to 

work together and get things done for our area in 

Jenkinsville.  

  I have worked in the school system for 35 

years, I'm employed with Fairfield County now.  I feel 

that the environment of the plant is good. When I 

heard that the two reactors was coming, I was 

overwhelmed, because I knew, and I hoped, that there 

are going to be some things done for our community, 
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and I know that there is a lot of jobs that is going 

to be out there, and I hope that our people take 

advantage of it.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Let's 

go back to Susan Corbett, please.  And after that will 

be Larry Newton. 

  MS. CORBETT:  Good evening.  My name is 

Susan Corbett, and I'm a volunteer for the Sierra 

Club.  I don't get paid to do this.  I live within the 

radius of the plant, and so I'm concerned about it. 

  And, also, the Sierra Club has concerns.  

And one of the reasons that we come to meetings like 

this is because we understand that if you live in a 

community where something like this is built, and it 

is not always a nuclear power, it could be any other 

kind of facility where there are questions.  

  It is sometimes difficult, for people who 

live in the community, to speak out against it, to 

make negative comments, because their spouse might 

work there, their neighbors work there, people that go 

to church with work there.  

  And it makes them a little uncomfortable 

coming out in a public place, or even speaking out in 

other places, you know, opposing that plant.  

  So we come to these meetings to try to 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 91

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

maybe give voice to some of those concerns.  And we 

also want you to know that we are available to talk to 

you afterwards, or on another day, that we have an 

office in Columbia, and we are happy to hear your 

concerns, try to answer your concerns from our 

perspective. 

  Because, obviously, we have a very 

different perspective from the utility.  The utility 

has their perspective, they are a business, they are 

in business to make money, nothing wrong with that.  

  They are going to sell you a product, 

nothing wrong with that.  But, as such, there are 

going to be things they are not going to talk about, 

they are not going to tell you. 

  And it is kind of our job, as a consumer 

watchdog kind of group, to kind of raise things that 

we think should be raised, and issues that you might 

want to be concerned about. 

  So that is why we show up.  And somebody 

said last night, it is the usual suspects.  That is 

us, we are the usual suspects. 

  I think one of the first things that we 

are concerned about, and we think you should be 

concerned about, is the economics of this plant.  They 

have asked for a 37 percent rate hike, immediately, 
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because they want you to start paying for this thing 

up front. 

  And it is going to raise utility bills.  

And we think this is going to be an economic hardship 

on low income people.  We think that rising utility 

rates are really going to make people have to choose 

between keeping their lights on, and feeding your 

kids. 

  And, especially, in this coming 

depression, so we are concerned about the economics of 

this plant.  We feel like the cost is being 

understated, the kilowatt hour has been understated, 

and they won't guarantee a cost, so you really don't 

know what your final cost is going to be. 

  You are kind of paying up front for a 

product that you are not sure, ultimately, what it is 

going to cost, or how much it is going to cost you in 

the end. 

  They said in the State paper that they 

were going to be able to produce this thing, produce 

it for 9 cents a kilowatt hour.  Well, there are 

national groups that are professional assessment 

investment groups that are saying now that nuclear is 

going to cost between 15 and 20 cents a kilowatt hour. 

  So somewhere these figures just don't make 
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sense.  And a lot of these costs that they are 

projecting now make solar and wind very attractive.  I 

just took part in a recent webinar.  A professor from 

Clemson said they have done a big study of off-shore 

wind in South Carolina, not on-shore because we don't 

have a lot of on-shore wind, but off-shore wind. 

  His studies show that we have 4,000 

megawatts of off-shore wind power.  That is 4,000 

megawatts that we could get up and running in five 

years. 

  And it wouldn't cost 20 cents a kilowatt 

hour.  We could power all of our coastal cities with 

that off-shore wind.  And that wasn't really 

considered in the proposal that the utility put 

forward. 

  And the thing that we could do, 

immediately, the cheapest electricity is the 

electricity that you don't use.  I have been recently 

doing some work on my house, because I know that I 

need to -- if I'm going to talk the talk, I need to 

walk the walk. 

  So I have been sealing up my windows, I'm 

blowing new insulation in my attic, and changing out 

my light bulbs.  I have been able to cut my kilowatt 

usage dramatically. 
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  If everybody did that, and if people got 

help, through incentives and programs, and subsidies, 

we could cut way back on the amount of electricity 

that we are using, and maybe negate the need for 

building these plants, or using alternatives to fill 

in. 

  So energy efficiency is something that we 

just really have, it is underused.  And the thing 

that, you know, the utility passed this baseload 

review act, last year. 

  This was an act in the past that used to 

protect people from what happened in the past.  I'm 

holding up an NRC document.  This is a document that 

they published about reactors around the country. 

  This is five pages of canceled reactors 

that they started, and then they defaulted on.  And I 

promise you that the ratepayers ended up paying for 

these. 

  So, unfortunately, the Baseload Review Act 

that they got passed last year, is forcing us to pay 

up front for the financing, with no guarantee that it 

is ever going to get built.  If they default we are 

not going to get any money back. 

  So I have some big problems with that.  I 

think it is an economic -- especially in this economic 
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climate, this is a big risk.  And I don't think that 

the ratepayers should be forced to take on that risk. 

  We are taking on the risk, they are taking 

on the profit.  The other thing that I'm concerned 

about, that they don't want to talk about, and it has 

been mentioned here, is the waste. 

  You know, you have waste up there right 

now, you've got spent fuel.  And now you have two more 

plants, you are going to have triple the amount of 

high level, very hot, very radioactive spent fuel, and 

most likely it is going to stay there.  

  I mean, I saw something today, you know 

Yucca Mountain is just not going to open.  Three 

federal judges have said it is not safe.  It is not 

going to open.  The Nevadans don't want it. 

  It is a NIMBY thing, they don't want it 

dumped in a hole in the ground in their backyard.  So 

the reality of the situation is, you make it, you keep 

it. 

  And that is what is going to end up 

happening here across the country.  So you better 

think about that, because what that means is that your 

community is going to be stuck with dealing with aging 

reactors, aging fuel pools, and what is going to 

happen with that waste for the rest of this century? 
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  Now, it is interesting that this just 

happened a couple of weeks ago in New York.  Indian 

Point, which is a big reactor outside of New York, 

they were finding strontium 90 in the groundwater. 

  It turns out that the fuel pool from unit 

1 was leaking.  So they had to empty the pool, take 

out the rods, and put them in dry cask storage, and 

then they dumped 495,000 gallons of irradiated water 

into the Hudson river, because what the heck were they 

going to do with it? 

  It was full of strontium, cesium, all 

kinds of very toxic radioactive contaminants.  So that 

is what happens when you get these old plants.  They 

start to fall apart, they start to break, they leak, 

what are you going to do with them?  

  So you need to think about that.  That is 

going to stay in your community for the rest of this 

century, and longer. 

  And the last thing that I'm going to say 

is that, and I was sitting over here, and I just got 

an email, a big report out today about world-wide 

higher incidences of leukemia around nuclear 

facilities.  

  Not in this country, not just in this 

country, France, Germany, other countries are 
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experiencing this.  And I have, with me, a map, a 

DEHAP map, and it is just coincidence that every 

county in this state, that has a nuclear facility in 

it, has a higher than average leukemia rate. 

  And there it is, there is the DEHAP.  So I 

think that that needs to be a question that you all 

think about.  How many added leukemias, or cancers, 

are you going to experience in this county from the 

daily releases, the accidental releases, of radiation 

into your environment? 

  It is not going to be a huge number, but 

every person is a valuable cherished person to 

someone.  And if there are better, safer, faster, 

cheaper ways to do this, that don't leave a legacy of 

toxic radioactive waste for thousands of years, I 

think those should be the first things that we look 

at, not the last.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  Next is 

Larry Newton, Jenifer Barnes, and Tiffany Harrison. 

  MR. NEWTON:  Hello, everybody.  I'm Larry 

Newton, I worked in Winnsboro for five years, for 

Standard Products, so I do feel sort of akin to this 

community, having seen what Winnsboro has been 

through, and also having driven through both 

Jenkinsville and Blair this evening. 
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  But I think the question that really needs 

to be asked, and I will just give you a little bit 

about my background before I ask the question, I'm 

actually a realtor. 

  I'm a member of the Greater Columbia Green 

Building Council.  I'm also a member of their 

executive committee, a certified green professional, 

and an instructor in green real estate education. 

  So the question I really have is I'm 

neither for nor against nuclear energy.  I think my 

real question is why are we having this meeting 

tonight? 

  The question really is do we need the 

additional nuclear power at this time, or don't we?  

Or do we need it some time in the future.  The real 

issue, here in South Carolina, is simply the fact that 

we are probably one of the most wasteful states in 

terms of energy usage. 

  And to give you a very simple example, 

let's say that it is 40 degrees outside, and you are 

cold, your window is open, and so what would you 

normally do? 

  Would you go turn up the thermostat, or 

would you close the window?  Well, typically you would 

close the window.  What if you didn't know that the 
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window was open? 

  That is the situation in most South 

Carolina residential homes today.  Typical figures 

indicate, and I'm talking mostly from national 

studies, that a 20 to 30 percent energy waste figure 

is typical in almost every house that is out there, 

that has been built, probably, more than five years 

ago. 

  I have a 12 year old house.  I just had an 

energy rating done.  The house was tight, I didn't 

have problems with air infiltration.  But I had a duct 

that had slipped off of one of its boots. 

  The study came back indicating that I'm 

spending 35 to 50 dollars a month more for energy that 

I'm not receiving.  And this is typical of most houses 

today. 

  As a matter of fact, when you look at 

where the problems are, and I work with energy raters, 

so I'm not talking off the top of my head, air 

infiltration is probably one of the more significant 

issues.  

  And that is air leaking into your house.  

So when we talk about a window being open, that is 

literally true.  Sometimes it may be more than that, 

you just don't know where it is, but it is happening 
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all the time. 

  The next thing that most people don't know 

about, is that their duct work is probably severed 

some place, other than their attic, or under their 

house.  Part of the reason for this is that building 

practices, for the last 30 or 40 years, have used duct 

tape, instead of mastics, to seal your duct work 

together. 

  Duct tape dries out, fittings fall apart, 

they leak, and bingo, 20 percent of the air, whether 

it is summertime conditioned air, or heat that you put 

into your house, and a lot of South Carolinians use 

heat pumps, so it is electrical demand, is going into 

heating the greater outdoors, not your house. 

  And the final area is probably just 

inadequate attic insulation.  Now, does anybody know 

this for a fact?  No, because there have been very few 

studies done on it here in the state. 

  We have information from studies that have 

been done by our energy raters, that covers some 50 

houses.  We also know that building sciences are 

developing very quickly. 

  It is very possible, today, to build a 

house that is 95 percent energy efficient.  Houses 

that are being built today are anywheres from 30 to 50 
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percent more efficient than they were just in 2003. 

  Now, when you look forward to what is 

going to happen in the next ten years, with a very 

active administration in Washington, and you've seen 

it already, in terms of the EPA, and the actions they 

have taken, what they are looking to do with climate 

change, what they are doing in terms of 

weatherization, we are going to see a lot of changes 

coming very quickly here in South Carolina.  

  If the stimulus package goes through, 

which had six billion dollars in it, to go ahead and 

weatherize two million low income homes, that averages 

about three thousand dollars a home. 

  And this is the estimate that is being 

made to weatherize these houses effectively.  If you 

look, right now, at SCE&G's cost for one and a half 

nuclear plants, that is about seven billion dollars in 

today's money. 

  And I think that there is something like 

600,000 residential customers.  If you do the 

arithmetic, and we just talk about residences, we 

don't talk about helping anybody else, you are looking 

at 11,000 dollars a household you could spend on 

energy efficiency.  

  Now, if the feds think they can do two 
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million homes for six billion dollars, how much do you 

think we can do in South Carolina?  You could do two-

thirds of the state. 

  So the problem here is not the lack of 

money, it is the way the money is being allocated.  So 

you might ask yourself, why isn't it being allocated 

better? 

  Well, simply the fact is that it takes 

three people to make this work.  The first person, or 

first organization that should really be helping you 

is the PSC.  They are charged for looking after the 

customer. 

  If they were alert, and if they were 

energetic, like they are in some other states, and 

their legislature was behind them, you would see that 

they would be putting together programs that would 

encourage energy efficiency.  

  They might be promoting things like 

decoupling.  That means SCE&G could take their seven 

billion dollar investment, and put it into energy 

efficiency, instead of building these new plants.  

  Do you think that maybe they need these 

plants right now, or they need them at all?  It is a 

question nobody can answer, because nobody has 

bothered to look at it. 
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  And I would ask you, as concerned 

citizens, why isn't your PSC, why isn't your 

legislature looking after you?  We are supposed to be 

a conservative state. 

  I think that means that we are pretty 

tight with our money, and we know that a dollar is 

worth a dollar.  Well, even if this is federal money, 

it didn't just grow on trees, it is somebody's money 

and actually, collectively, it belongs to all of us. 

  So the real question today is, with all 

the changes that are going on, rapidly, technological 

progress, what is going on in building sciences, the 

ability to retroactively, or retrofit older houses, 

both commercial and residential buildings, which 

probably are in great need here in South Carolina.  

  If you achieve a 15 percent efficiency 

improvement over the next, say, six or eight years and 

SCE&G is looking to basically cover a ten percent 

increase in demand.  Now that is demand, not 

necessarily average electricity.  

  Demand is when you get that spike in the 

summertime, when all of the air conditioners come on. 

 If you manage the spike, if you do the efficiency, 

you might be surprised. 

  Massachusetts and New York are committed 
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to doing that right now.  And a lot of other states 

are following suit.  So the question is, why aren't 

we? 

  Why aren't we asking the PSC, why aren't 

we asking our legislators to do what they are supposed 

to do?  They are supposed to represent us.  I don't 

think it is happening, and I don't think we are 

getting a fair shake. 

  So the only thing I would suggest to you, 

weigh the information, ask the hard questions, and 

then see if really what we are doing is in the best 

interest of all of us.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Next is Jenifer 

Barnes, Tiffany Harrison after that.  

  MS. BARNES:  Good evening.  My name is 

Jenifer Barnes, and I'm a resident of the Greater 

Jenkinsville community.  

  And I'm currently the president of the 

Western Fairfield Improvement Association.  I have a 

few comments that I would like to bring to the 

attention of the officials present this evening. 

  There has been a good bit of mention about 

clean energy from this and other nuclear facilities.  

But, curiously, no one has mentioned Three Mile 

Island, or Chernobyl. 
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  I was born in, and grew up in Aiken 

County, and I worked for five years in the Savannah 

river site.  I did water quality analysis from water 

samples taken at Chernobyl, and I can tell you they 

were not clean. 

  First it has been stated that we, the 

local citizens, can go online and download information 

from this agency and others.  The problem with this is 

we don't have access to high speed internet here. 

  We cannot possibly download these large 

document files, when we don't have access to an 

equitable distribution of services from AT&T, even 

though we have fiber optic cables running down in 

front of our houses. 

  On the environmental front, I want to 

know, is the carrying capacity of Lake Monticello 

large enough to mitigate the cooling needs of two 

additional reactors? 

  Or will the increases in water temperature 

lead to an unacceptable drop in water quality 

standards, posing a significant threat to the resident 

wildlife? 

  How will those additional cooling needs 

impact the oxygen levels, in both Lake Monticello and 

the Broad river? Would a drop in oxygen levels prove 
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detrimental to those aquatic ecosystems?  And what 

impact might that have on the keystone species of this 

environment, the bald eagle? 

  How will the additional demands on the 

capacity of the Broad river impact the availability of 

drinking water for the communities and cities that are 

downstream? 

  With the increase in industrial demand, 

will the Broad river be able to meet EPA safe drinking 

water standards, and still remain a viable ecosystem 

throughout long periods of drought? 

  With tripling of the potential for 

contamination, by adding two more reactors, what steps 

will be taken to assure the citizens of the 

surrounding area, that the groundwater is safe? 

  Are additional monitoring wells going to 

be established?  Does Fairfield County have the 

infrastructure necessary to handle an increase in this 

facility?  

  Can the county adequately augment fire 

services, emergency medical services, hazmat response 

teams, and police services, should the need arise?  Is 

the current contract for security services adequate to 

protect the facility, since its profile will, 

undoubtedly, be increased? 
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  Simply the act of construction of the two 

reactors poses a significant safety concern for those 

of us who live in this area.  The increase in traffic, 

alone, is not something to be dismissed. 

  Has there been any thought given to 

decreasing the speed limits on highways 213 and 215, 

in order to alleviate the pressures of having so many 

trucks speeding past our houses, on roads which are in 

such need of repair? 

  Finally, with the incredible costs 

associated with the project, financial as well as 

environmental, would it not be more prudent for SCE&G 

to commit this funding to alternative renewable energy 

sources? 

  Solar and wind farms have the ability to 

provide needed electricity without the potential for 

catastrophe.  What price should the citizens of 

western Fairfield County be required to pay for our 

state's increasing appetite for energy?  

  Can we as a county, and a country, 

continue to consume resources with no concern as to 

how those resources are obtained? 

  I'm well aware that V.C. Summer provides 

the single largest source of revenue for Fairfield 

County.  However, it is my belief that the short-term 
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financial benefits of this project are far outweighed 

by the potential for long-term harm. 

  Let us take off our blinders, see the 

whole picture, and not be blinded by the promise of 

economic gain.  Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks for those 

comments.  Next is Tiffany Harrison, and then Dan 

Dennis. 

  MS. HARRISON:  Good evening.  I'm Tiffany 

Harrison, Economic Development Director for Fairfield 

County.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  A little bit 

closer, please? 

  MS. HARRISON:  I'm Tiffany Harrison, 

Economic Development Director for Fairfield County.  

And thank you for the opportunity to speak today in 

support of the units 2 and 3 at the V.C. Summer 

Nuclear Station. 

  For the past 26, or so, years unit 1 has 

been a responsible and reliable business in Fairfield 

County.  It has also been a very valued business 

partner, to both economic development, and to 

Fairfield County.  

  Unit 1 has made significant contributions 

to the local economy.  They currently have 
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approximately 800 employees on-site, making them the 

single largest private employer in Fairfield County.  

  Unit 1 also represents 60 percent of the 

tax revenues that Fairfield County collects annually, 

which allows this county to provide more services to 

the citizens and services that we would not otherwise 

be able to provide for a county of our size. 

  The leadership at the nuclear station, 

they provide a valuable leadership role in the 

community, they support local charities, the school 

system, and they are very involved in the local and 

business community.  

  They have supported the county, and the 

region, in its economic development efforts.  And not 

only will units 2 and 3 provide more jobs, some 3 or 

4,000 during the construction phase, an additional 6 

to 800 permanent employees. 

  By the way, the leadership at SCANA has 

been very involved with engaging the local technical 

colleges, the universities, local workforce partners, 

in developing programs to begin preparing the 

workforce in this area, to both be eligible for these 

construction jobs, as well as for the permanent 

operator positions.  

  In addition we will be looking at more tax 
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revenue as a result of these two proposed reactors.  

But in addition to all of that, these two reactors 

will also assist the state with attaining a very 

critical economic development goal, which is access to 

safe, reliable, and cost-effective power. 

  That is a key component to the future 

economic development success of this county, the 

central Midlands region, and the state of South 

Carolina.  

  I want to say thank you to V.C. Summer for 

your commitment to Fairfield County, your contribution 

to the economic success of this community, and we look 

forward to partnering with you, with Santee Cooper, 

with SCANA, during the licensing process for the two 

new reactors.  Thank you very much. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  Next is 

Dan Dennis, Crosby Lewis, and Clifton Hendrix. 

  MR. DENNIS:  Good evening, everyone.  My 

name is Dan Dennis, I will tell you a little bit about 

me, before I tell you about my position on the plant. 

 I think it will help you understand where I'm coming 

from. 

  I reside in Columbia, 13 Governor's Hill, 

downtown Columbia.  I'm 40 years old, I'm a graduate 

of the Citadel, I have a degree in civil engineering. 
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 I'm licensed engineer in 12 states, predominantly the 

southeast. 

  I'm also a registered land surveyor.  What 

is my connection to Fairfield County?  I own a small 

farm on highway 34, in the Lebanon community.  It is 

obviously close to the facility, not as close as 

Jenkinsville, but still close. 

  That property is located at 8213 Newberry 

Road.  It is a timber farm.  I also grow a lot of 

fruit trees on that property, and I go out there to 

relax and enjoy the wildlife, and just the peace and 

quiet. 

  On this piece of property is a small 

cemetery.  There is about 30 graves in this cemetery. 

 All of them are unmarked, except for one.  And that 

one grave that is marked has a headstone for a young 

girl named Hannah Williams. 

  She died in 1820 at the age of 11.  When I 

walk around my farm I ask myself what did -- what did 

Hannah look like, what did she die of, at such an 

early age, in 1820? 

  I don't have any idea, any answers to any 

of these questions.  But I can tell you this.  Hannah 

and her family did not have any electricity, she had 

no air conditioning, she had no televisions. 



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 112

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

  Think about that for a second.  Somebody 

was living in Fairfield County in the early 1800s, or 

late 1700s, no electricity, out in the middle of 

nowhere.  

  Another reason why am I here?  I'm a 

business owner, I own a small engineering company, 

surveying and construction management.  We employ 80 

people.  Ten of our employees live in Fairfield 

County.  

  We happen to be the county engineers for 

Fairfield County, our firm.  We do a lot of work in 

the county.  Obviously we also do some work for the 

town of Winnsboro, and the town of Ridgeway. 

  We have an office located in downtown 

Winnsboro, 118 S. Congress Street.  Why am I telling 

you all this?  I have skin in the deal, just like you 

folks do. 

  And let me tell you, I will get into a 

little bit more of that skin in the deal.  But let me 

tell you, I'm in favor of this project.  I'm going to 

repeat myself.  I am in favor of this project.  

  And I'm going to tell you why.  This 

project is good for Fairfield County.  Fairfield 

County is rural, and it is poor, and it needs these 

plants.  
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  This project is good for South Carolina.  

We need the energy, we can shut off all the lights we 

want to, we can button up every house, but thousands 

of people are moving to our state every year, from all 

over the country, and all over the world, they are 

moving to South Carolina.  It is a great place to 

live. 

  Those people need electricity.  We can't 

get that electricity from shutting off lights, it 

doesn't work, the numbers don't add up.  This project 

is good for the United States. It means less 

dependence on foreign oil. 

  More importantly to me, personally, it 

means our armed forces can come home sooner.  My 

brother is currently serving in the United States 

Army.  He has been overseas, in the Mideast, three 

times now in combat. 

  My roommate, from the Citadel, has been 

overseas four times in combat.  Why are they there?  

They are protecting our ability to obtain foreign oil. 

  This plant will reduce that and bring our 

soldiers home.  This project is good for our planet, 

it reduces the carbon footprint.  There is no other 

mechanism that the scientific community has developed 

that generates this much power, this clean. 
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  Windmill, solar, it doesn't work.  If it 

did it would be -- people in America love to make 

money.  If you could make money selling wind energy 

and solar, somebody would be doing it.  I don't see 

any solar or wind farms off the coast of South 

Carolina.  

  It doesn't make financial sense.  Now, I 

don't want to be called a hypocrite.  I'm also here 

because the Dennis Corporation, we want to get some 

work out of this plant, and I'm going to get to that 

in a minute when I mention Mr. Steve Byrne, over 

there, I'm not going to let him off the hook. 

  And I think the track record of SCE&G, 

they have proven themselves.  This plant has run for 

26 years flawlessly, flawlessly, no problems.  And to 

build these plants SCE&G has hired one of the best 

firms in the world to design and build both reactors. 

So I applaud them for that.  

  And about the wildlife, I hunt a lot 

around here.  And I can tell you, from talking to the 

old timers, there weren't any deer around here in the 

'40s, there weren't any bald eagles here in the '60s 

and '70s, and there certainly weren't any black bears. 

  But guess what?  They are all back in 

Fairfield County.  Black bears, yes, they are roaming 
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around right here at night.  And that nuclear plant 

isn't killing them.  

  But I want to leave with this message.  

And you NRC folks, I don't see anybody writing 

anything down, so write this down.  SCE&G, SCANA and 

Santee Cooper have to do a better job of spending the 

11 billion dollars that it will ultimately take to 

build these two plants.  

  What do I mean by that?  They are sole-

sourcing this project to one contractor.  Let me 

repeat myself. One contractor has one contract for 10 

to 11 billion dollars.  Okay, that is fine.  That 

contractor may or may not sub that work out to small 

businesses in Jenkinsville, in Columbia, in South 

Carolina, because their contract doesn't require them 

to do that.  

  This project is the largest project in the 

history of South Carolina.  There is no other project 

as big as this.  SCE&G just finished building the 

backup dam for Lake Murray. This project would make 

that look like building a picnic table. 

  SCE&G has to assure us that small 

businesses have the opportunity to bid on work.  

Nobody should get a handout, but we should have the 

opportunity to bid on work.  It should not be given to 
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one company, and that money go out of state. 

  I don't know what percent of 11 billion 

dollars, or 10 billion dollars should stay in South 

Carolina, but one percent of one billion dollars is a 

hell of a lot of money.  And it needs to stay in 

Jenkinsville, it needs to stay in Columbia, and it 

needs to stay in South Carolina.  

  And the only way to do that is through 

small business.  Small business is the economic 

backbone of this country, 90 percent of the jobs in 

America are created by small business.  

  So SCE&G you have to fix that.  I'm not 

going to let up.  I have talked to the highest 

gentleman at SCANA, I have talked to the highest folks 

at Santee Cooper, I will not give up. 

  You must convince your contractor, who is 

building these plants, as we speak -- 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  If you could start 

wrapping up, please? 

  MR. DENNIS:  -- to outsource this work to 

small businesses.  You guys are writing this down?  

This needs to be in the NEPA document.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  It is being 

recorded as we speak. 

  MR. DENNIS:  And it needs to be in the 
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EIS, because I'm going to read the EIS, and I'm going 

to check it, and this falls under the socioeconomic 

section. 

  Small business jobs need to be created, 

but they need to be created by small businesses.  

Thank you.  

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Crosby 

Lewis, and then Clifton Hendrix. 

  MR. LEWIS:  Thank you very much. My name 

is Crosby Lewis, I live about five miles from the 

plant.  My great, great, great-grandfather is buried 

on the site of the plant.  

  I tell you that so that you know that I 

don't have any interest in this, other than myself and 

my family.  I don't represent anybody in this 

proceeding.  

  You know I think, based on the experience 

I've had, and what I have read, that nuclear power is 

probably the most efficient power we can get in the 

country, at this time. 

  I know that there are a lot of people that 

don't like nuclear power, the environmentalists.  But 

I don't know a better way until we find a way to 

control the use of electricity in this country. 

  So I'm not against the nuclear plant, as 
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such.  The plant they've got there now has been a very 

efficient plant, it has been a good plant.  And they 

have managed it well.  

  I don't know if there is a better plant 

run in the world.  Certainly not in this country, than 

that plant.  I'd rather not have the plant five miles 

from my house, but if I were to tell you that it has 

bothered me a great deal, it would not be true. 

  But now they are talking about building 

two additional large reactors.  Well how do I feel 

about that?  Well, I would rather not have them.  But 

I'm not adamantly against them.  

  They have to be somewhere in this country, 

they have to be somewhere -- some of them are going to 

be somewhere in this state, whether it is these two, 

or others. 

  The real reason I'm here tonight is that 

I'm not convinced that these people from Washington 

understand that the people in this community haven't 

got it.  They don't understand what you are doing. 

  And I agree with the Mayor.  They don't 

understand how to respond.  As Ms. Rabb said, maybe 

they ought to read.  A lot of them can't read.  Maybe 

they ought to, but they can't. 

  And these people need to be protected.  



 

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 

 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

 119

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

What can they do?  I submit, I read your -- the notice 

in the Federal Register just a while ago.  And it 

talks about these public hearings.  

  I submit to you that you haven't done your 

job, okay?  You may have thought you did it, you may 

have gone through the steps, but it didn't get done.  

The bottom line, it didn't get done. 

  At the bottom line the people in this 

community didn't -- don't understand what is going on, 

and didn't understand what they could do to have a 

comment. 

  And they are entitled to have a comment.  

How do you resolve that?  I'm not sure I know.  I'm 

certainly not qualified to speak in that area, except 

to tell you that it would appear to me that there 

ought to be a series of discussions, pro and con, 

local discussions, informal as the Mayor said, where 

these people would hear both sides and have somebody 

say, well it is going to use up all the water in the 

river. 

  And somebody comes back and says, it is 

not going to use up all the water in the river, it is 

only going to use X number of gallons, and we have 

these many gallons coming down. 

  There needs to be some pro and con, on a 
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practical basis, so the people can understand what is 

going on, and can come to some conclusion.  That is 

really why I'm here. 

  I love this community, and I love the 

people in it.  I think they have a right to understand 

what is going on.  They may not agree with me, but 

they have a right to understand.  

  And a lot of people have gotten up here 

and spoken for SCE&G, and a lot of them have interests 

in SCE&G.  I'm so glad that the Congress set your 

organization up. 

  I think if we are going to review what is 

going on, we need an independent body to review that. 

 I'm so glad that we have you, because we are not 

competent to asses SCE&G's special interest, that is 

their interest, they do that, that is what they do for 

a living, they manufacture electricity, and they sell 

it, and they do a good job at it. 

  And I don't want anybody to think that I'm 

pointing a finger at SCE&G, I'm just saying that they 

have an interest in this matter.  And we have a right 

to have someone look at it that is not -- that doesn't 

have an interest, somebody that doesn't have a chance 

of being biased.  

  That is really all I have to say.  Thank 
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you very much. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Clifton 

Hendrix, and then Gina Hartmeier. 

  MR. HENDRIX:  Thank you for the 

opportunity, again.  I guess I need to preface this.  

I'm Clifton Hendrix, I live about ten miles north of 

the plant.  

  I retired in '99, November of '99, and I 

wanted to know about nuclear power.  So I went in as a 

contractor with the Atlantic Group, and I worked at 

V.C. Summer for a while, as an electrician. 

  And I said last night at the method at 

which they go about doing things, methodically.  And 

the things that they do, they police themselves.  I 

mean, if something is abnormal they will share this 

with their peer companies all over the country. 

  And I'm going to stop at that.  The 

educational aspect that Mr. Lewis talked about, I 

specifically said that last night, is that if we would 

just make it available, as to what is going on, in 

that facility, not only for us here to know tonight, 

but for our children that come along, if they had a 

method of just looking at that, and ascertaining what 

and how it works. 

  That would go a long ways in making the 
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people more understanding about what is going on.  And 

the interest that I want to convey to you is that when 

I went to work at a Duke facility in Catawba, and at a 

Duke facility at McGuire in Charlotte, and at a Duke 

facility at Oconee up there in Seneca, Seneca has 

three reactors, the others had two. 

  But what I saw was the magnitude of 

people, and the jobs that were available.  And that 

being said, this county needs something like that, 

where we can get jobs.  But at the same time the 

safety aspect of it, which I'm glad that you all will 

truly address, that it is viable to do that.  

  But myself, if I wanted to, I could work 

year round making a pretty good bit of money just 

working the shutdowns that occurs.  And right now this 

facility has one every 18 months, I believe.  

  And with three that means that they will 

have an average of two a year.  And for people that 

want seasonal work, that is good.  But the main thing 

is that real jobs, the one that they talked about, the 

800 now, and the 600 that might come about, that is a 

real plus for this county, if we train ourselves for 

it.  

  And the systems that they have in place 

that provide the training.  But yet one lady talked 
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about the internet, and I said that last night.  Make 

sure that that be included as far as an impact to our 

people.  

  Because if you can't access readily, and 

at a fast rate, as to what is going on around here, it 

is still going to be negative.  She talked about AT&T, 

but on our end we have Verizon, and we can't get high 

speed internet up there, either. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thank you.  Gina 

Hartmeier. 

  MS. HARTMEIER:  Hello, you all.  My name 

is Gina, and it has been the custom of people to 

introduce themselves by where they come from. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  A little bit 

closer, please. 

  MS. HARTMEIER:  I'm not a native, I'm one 

of those transplants, born and raised in Independence, 

Missouri, that is Harry Truman's town.  He was famous 

for dropping a couple of nuclear bombs, which was 

probably a good thing at the time. 

  But, anyway, I'm with the Sierra Club, and 

I believe I have been [to?] Tega Cay, and I have been 

an environmentalist from the time I can remember.  My 

mom was an environmentalist, and we are part Cherokee 

on her side. 
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  So I can relate to the old commercial, you 

might remember the indian in the canoe with the tear 

drop running down his face, you know?  So you can kind 

of see where I'm going with this.  

  I just moved here from the New York City 

area, 20 years I spent there.  And I lived through 9-

11, and I was right across the river from the twin 

towers, and it was pretty horrific.  And my son was 

just five years old at the time. 

  He was in kindergarten, I dropped him off 

for kindergarten that morning, drove down the hill, 

and saw the first tower just smoldering.  I will never 

forget it. 

  I would just like to remind everybody that 

nuclear power plants pose a security risk for 

terrorists.  The planes that hit the twin towers, 

their flight path included the Indian Point Plant.  

And a lot of the people up there are very cognizant of 

that.  

  So that is something to think about.  The 

second point would be the drought.  We are in a 

drought, and nuclear power plants use a lot of water. 

 There is, currently, a bill in the state house, which 

is expected to pass this year, regarding water 

allocation. 
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  It will limit large withdrawals, that is 

three million gallons per month or more.  That may 

seriously impact the ability to construct this plant, 

okay? 

  Number three I wanted to mention is, 

basically, there is no free lunch.  I agree that 

nuclear power is probably the most efficient power 

source that we have available right now. 

  But with that efficiency also comes the 

risk involved.  It is the highest risk.  We don't have 

any place to put these fuel rods.  I think other folks 

have said that nobody really wants them, so if you 

build it, you are going to be stuck with it. 

  I agree with that.  And secondly, to end 

on my fear, which is very real, I'd hate to see this 

area be placed on the map for a terrorist attack.  It 

is a security risk for the entire country, as well as 

locally. 

  Charlotte is a big banking center, as 

well, as New York City was.  And I'd like to go out on 

a happy note, having fearmongered sufficiently.  

Bonnie Rait is going to be in town, in Columbia, on 

March 21st, and the tickets are available on 

ticketmaster. 

  I don't know how much they are, and I 
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don't know where the venue is, but she is playing for 

a memorial for an activist who was no-nuke.  So thanks 

for letting me speak, have a good night. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks.  That is 

the completion of our list of sign-ups for tonight, 

and I hereby close the comment period for this 

meeting.  

  We have heard a number of very significant 

comments across the spectrum, dealing with the 

application, and dealing with local issues, and 

beyond.  We take them all very seriously, and we need 

to digest them, they will be summarized, as we spoke 

about before. 

  And let me first thank you for coming, but 

don't leave yet.  We have one more person who would 

like to close our meeting, Deborah Jackson. 

  MS. JACKSON:  Thank you, Chet.  I would 

like to thank everyone for coming to tonight's 

meeting, thank you for participating, and for 

attending. 

  As we stated previously, the purpose of 

the meeting was to get input on the Environmental 

Impact Statement for the V.C. Summer plant.  

  In light of some of the comments that we 

received this evening, we are going to follow up with 
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a request for local guidance on the EIS process. So 

that is an action that we will take back. 

  In addition we will be adding additional 

copies of the report to the library.  I believe 

currently there is a copy in the Fairfield County 

Library. 

  So if you would like to give additional 

input after the meeting, you do have until March 6th, 

as Pat stated earlier, to provide public comment.  And 

there is a reminder that there is additional 

information on our website, www.nrc.gov, and the 

information on the slide up here gives you the 

address, and the email addresses. 

  So we will be back in about a year to talk 

about the Environmental Impact Statement, the draft 

Environmental Impact Statement for V.C. Summer.  Thank 

you again for your attendance. 

  FACILITATOR POSLUSNY:  Thanks again, the 

record is closed. 

  (Whereupon, at 10:05 p.m., the above-

entitled matter was concluded.) 
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P.O, Box 577 director@chapinchamber.com
302 Columbia Ave __-__,_ www.chapinchamber.com
Chapin, SC 29036 Phone: (803) 345-1100

Fax: (803) 345-0266

The Greater Chapin Chamber of Commerce

RESOLUTION
SUPPORTING THE APPROVAL OF

SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTRIC & GAS COMPANY'S
APPLICATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

UNITS 2 AND 3 AT THE
V.C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, the State of South Carolina Office of Research & Statistics projects the population of the State to grow
by approximately one (1) million people over the next twenty (20) years; and

WHEREAS, South Carolina's available surplus electrical power supply continues to dwindle in its efforts to meet a
continually increasing demand for that power; and

WHEREAS, the availability of electrical power is vital to the State's industrial community and economic
development efforts; and

WHEREAS, South Carolina Electric & Gas Company has a safe operational record for the existing nuclear reactor
at the V.C. Summer Nuclear Station; and

WHEREAS, the construction of two (2) new reactors known as Units 2 and 3 at the V.C. Summer Nuclear Station
will have a positive impact on the economy of the Chapin, South Carolina area,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Greater Chapin Chamber of Commerce

1. Endorses and supports South Carolina Electric & Gas Company's plan to construct two (2) new reactors
known as Units 2 and 3 at the V.C. Summer Nuclear Station, and

2. Urges the South Carolina Public Service Commission to approve all applications before it from South
Carolina Electric & Gas Company to construct these two (2) new reactors known as Units 2 and 3 at the
V.C. Summer Nuclear Station, and

3. Urges the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission to approve the March 27, 2008 Combined
License Application before it from South Carolina Electric & Gas Company to construct these two (2) new
reactors known as Units 2 and 3 at the V.C. Summer Nuclear Station.

Approved and adopted the 10tO day of January 2009. I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution was duly adopted by the Board of Directors of the Greater Chapin Chamber of Commerce.

Following Roll Call Vote: Ayes: 10
Nos: 0
Absent: 2

C. Douglas Clyr., Chairman oh [• oar of Directors



Good evening. My name is Ben Rusche. I chair the SC Governor's Nuclear
Advisory Council (GNAC). The Council was established by the legislature near the
end of the last century during Governor Hodges administration. John Stucker
served as the Chair until Governor Sanford was elected and I was appointed Chair of
the Council. The Council consists of 9 members, 7 appointed by the Governor and
2 members appointed by the legislature - 1 by the President of the Senate and 1 by
the Speaker of the House. The Council meets regularly once a quarter. Meetings
are held in Columbia generally at the Gressette Building in the Capitol Complex at
1:00 p.m. on the 2 nd Thursday of the quarter. Occasionally the Council meets at
specific sites for particular reviews. Meetings are open to the public and consist of
about 2 hours of Technicalpresentations related to major nuclear activities in the
state. I suspect many recognize that the earliest nuclear activity in South Carolina
was initiated south of Aiken in - 1950-51. This Federal site was established by
Congress as the Department of Energy primarily to strengthen the nation's nuclear
weapons activity for national defense. The site was named The Savannah River Site
because of its location along the Savannah River. The site occupies about 200
square miles bordering on the Savannah River. Out of this background has grown
the Commercial Nuclear Power industry producing electric power from atomic
energy. Most of you here recognize the value of electric energy produced by ,
Commercial nuclear power and how it has grown over the last 50-60 years with
South Carolina leading the nation. There are about 120± commercial units now in
operation nationwide. There are now 3 commercial-nuclear power sites in SC
producing electric power for use in the Carolinas including notably the Virgil
Summer Site which we are discussing tonight with 1 unit operating and a second
unit under construction. Elsewhere in SC Duke Power operates a 3 unit site at
Seneca and a 2 unit site at Catawba making a total of 6 units operating in SC. South
Carolina ranks high in nuclear electric production. Tonight we are celebrating
progress at the Virgil Summer site in preparation for adding additional units at the
Parr Site.

The Governor's Nuclear Advisory Council appreciates the opportunity to participate
in this important progressive step and to join in recognizing the progress being made
at the Virgil Summer site in SC to add new additional capacity.

South Carolina is fortunate to have the far-sightedness and capability to add
additional capacity to power progress in our state. The Governor's Nuclear
Advisory Council is pleased to join the celebration.



1/27/09

Good evening. I am Suzanne Rhodes, today representing the League of Women Voters of South
Carolina.,-

Since our founding in 1920, the League of Women Voters has been a staunch supporter of the rights
for citizens to know and participate in government decision making. The League also supports
stewardship and long-range planning with responsibility for managing natural resources, including
energy. We are concerned because South Carolina citizens' desires for new energy strategies are being
ignored in favor of traditional toxic and polluting industries.

Though South Carolina currently has competitive electric rates, we are about to step off a cliff. With at
least one new coal plant and four new nuclear plants proposed for construction, and only hollow
gestures of interest in energy conservation and alternative strategies, it is time for all of us to rethink
our energy future.

Part of the NRC responsibility in developing the EIS and NEPA is to look at alternatives. The League
of Women Voters of South Carolina urges public officials at NRC and in South Carolina to give <j447A
conservation and renewable energy serious consideration before committing to risky new nuclear and
coal plant projects.

Compared with other states, South Carolina ranks very high in per capita energy consumption,
particularly electricity. We do need air conditioners in South Carolina, but not to the point of needing
sweaters. There is much we can do to decrease our demands for residential and non-residential
electricity.

The League of Women Voters and other citizen groups can't understand why off-shore wind potential,
which is indicated to be available here, is not on the visible planning board in South Carolina. Other
states are monitoring offshore wind, and reports indicate that South Carolina's offshore wind is a
viable source of renewable energy.

One of our state's goals must be to develop policies that enable utility companies to benefit financially
from energy conservation. This might be as simple as providing loans to customers for smart energy
efficiency investments that might not be financed traditionally. We need not experiment, as there are
many utility conservation models around the country.

Energy conservation and renewable energy alternatives have additional benefits. Rather than
committing citizen and corporate resources to more nuclear and coal power plants--and purchasing
power plant equipment from other countries--we could be creating new jobs by producing materials
and equipment here.

Florida's State Climate Plan was developed for the conservative administration of Governor Charlie
Crist, in part by Kathleen Shanahan, former governor Jeb Bush's chief-of-staff. Though its focus was
to reduce climate change, it has resulted in a "jobs, baby, jobs" strategy with huge energy savings.

We in South Carolina cannot afford to skip an energy-focused study for our state. In the meantime we
need a moratorium on traditional technologies that are environmentally and economically risky. We
need to stop and think much harder. Thank you for your attention,


