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January 31, 2009 
 
Chief 
Rulemaking, Directive and Editing Branch 
Division of Administrative Services 
Office of Administration 
Mailstop TWB-05-BOIM 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C.  20555-0001 
 
Re: Fermi 3, proposed new nuclear power plant in Michigan 
 
 
To the Nuclear Regulatory Commission: 
 
Our nation needs to make some major decisions on its future energy sources.  The NRC bears an enormous burden with decisions in 
the public interest regarding nuclear licensing. To this end I would like to share my concerns on the proposed Fermi 3 plant in 
Monroe, Michigan. 
 
Fermi 1 underwent a partial meltdown in 1966.  This prompted John Fuller’s well-documented book We Almost Lost Detroit.  The 
threat of meltdown or high level waste dump, as in the 1970’s, are enough to end any interest in Michigan for any more nuclear 
power.   It is unacceptable to dispose of this lethal waste in a water-soluble medium, rock salt, in a State practically surrounded by one 
of the largest bodies of fresh water on Earth. 
 
Fermi 1 was a fast breeder reactor, which was supposed to produce more fuel in the form of Plutoniuum-239 (Pu-239) than it used of 
Uranium-235.  Glenn Seaborg, co-discoverer of Pu-239, described it as “fiendishly toxic”. 
 
The nuclear industry promotes reprocessing (they like to call it “recycling”) high level radioactive “spent” fuel to extract Pu-239 for 
more fuel.  Pu-239 has a radioactive half-life of 24,000 years and a hazardous-to-health life of 240,000 years. 
 
Many years ago experiments were done on young adult beagles. They were injected with small doses of Pu-239.  They died from bone 
cancer.  If they inhaled Pu-239 the dogs died of lung cancer (Science, February 22, 1974).   Extrapolating to humans, a millionth of an 
ounce would have the same effect. 
 
The British Ministry of Health has reported finding Pu-239 in children’s deciduous (baby) teeth.  The concentration increased the 
closer they lived to the Sellafield reprocessing plant indicating that the plant was the source of Pu-239. 
 
In France Pu-239 has been found on the Normandy beach.  A reprocessing plant is located on the English Channel upstream at 
LaHague.  An increase in childhood cancer has been reported in children who visited the beach frequently (British Medical Journal, 
January 11, 1997). 
 
The German Federal Radiation Protection Agency, the government’s advisor on nuclear health, concluded that children under the age 
of 5 years were more likely to develop leukemia if they lived near a nuclear power plant. Germany plans to close all 16 nuclear power 
plants by 2020. 
 
Nuclear power has taken most of federal energy research and development dollars for over 50 years.  Yet no private utility would 
consider investing in a nuclear plant without additional taxpayer backing as in France.  Further, the Price/Anderson Act burdens the 
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taxpayers with liability for major nuclear accidents. 
 
A group of concerned Harvard/Boston doctors created the organization Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR).  PSR spread across 
the country and expanded into the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, recipient of the 1985 Nobel Peace 
Prize.  PSR published a definitive work on nuclear power entitled “Dirty, Dangerous, and Expensive: The Truth about Nuclear 
Power.”  The full text can be obtained at www.psr.org. 
 
In the January 12, 2009 issue of Time magazine, Michael Grunwald wrote “It turns out that new plants would not just be extremely 
expensive but spectacularly expensive...sky high costs and uncertain financing could sink nukes again.” 
 
Dr. James Watson, Professor of Molecular Biology, Harvard University, and winner of the 1962 Nobel Prize for Medicine stated “an 
increasing number of our most informed scientific minds have very deep qualms about the widespread introduction of more nuclear 
power...I fear that when the history of this century is written, the greatest debacle of our nation will be...our creation of vast armadas 
of plutonium, whose safe containment will represent a major precondition for human survival, not for a few decades, or hundreds of 
years, but for thousands of years more than human civilization has so far existed.” 
 
Please reject all licensing for Fermi 3.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gerald A. Drake, M.D. 
Member, Physicians for Social Responsibility 
965 Hager Drive, Apt.439 
Petoskey, Michigan 49770 
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Office of Administration 
Mailstop TWB-05-BOIM 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
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Re: Fermi 3, proposed new nuclear power plant in Michigan 
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for more fuel.  Pu-239 has a radioactive half-life of 24,000 years and a hazardous-to-health life of 240,000 years. 
 

Many years ago experiments were done on young adult beagles. They were injected with small doses of Pu-239.  They 
died from bone cancer.  If they inhaled Pu-239 the dogs died of lung cancer (Science, February 22, 1974).   Extrapolating 
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consider investing in a nuclear plant without additional taxpayer backing as in France.  Further, the Price/Anderson Act burdens 
the taxpayers with liability for major nuclear accidents. 
 
A group of concerned Harvard/Boston doctors created the organization Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR).  PSR spread 
across the country and expanded into the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, recipient of the 1985 Nobel 
Peace Prize.  PSR published a definitive work on nuclear power entitled “Dirty, Dangerous, and Expensive: The Truth about 
Nuclear Power.”  The full text can be obtained at www.psr.org. 
 



In the January 12, 2009 issue of Time magazine, Michael Grunwald wrote “It turns out that new plants would not just be extremely 
expensive but spectacularly expensive...sky high costs and uncertain financing could sink nukes again.” 
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“an increasing number of our most informed scientific minds have very deep qualms about the widespread introduction of more 
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