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Comments on DTE’s proposed Fermi 3 Environmental Impact Statement 
 
A recent article in the Wall street Journal reported that electricity usage from a 
number of large utilities across the country has been slowly dropping.  Plans made 
by utilities such as DTE that were based on the assumption of a 1 – 2% annual 
increase in usage are now out of date.  This is especially true in Michigan where 
population loss, manufacturing cutbacks, and energy efficiency measures have 
significantly reduced demand.  This begs the question – Do We Need a New Nuclear 
Facility in Michigan?? 
 
I am also concerned about the safety of normal operations at nuclear facilities.  The 
regular release of radioactive air, soil, and water that are part of the "safety" 
maintenance of the plant -- i.e. pressure releases and cleansing -- may or may not be 
"safe" for people who are exposed to it every day.  Although the amounts of radioactive 
air and water released is a level considered “acceptable” radiation by the NRC, it is not 
necessarily “safe”. 
 
I read an alarming report from the Union of Concerned Scientists, a group motivated by 
scientific integrity and not profit, and that promotes policies that will effectively protect 
our health, safety, and environment.  The report is entitled “Two Decades of Missed 
Opportunities at Fermi Unit 2”.   To summarize the findings of the report, starting 
sometime in 1986, workers at the Fermi Unit 2 reactor who were responsible for testing 
a major safety system, did so using the wrong answer “key”.  For roughly 2 decades – 
twenty years -- the system that was not being correctly tested was one that reacts to 
interruptions in electricity and signals the onsite emergency systems to start in order to 
protect the reactor core from damage.  Should this safety system not work, Fermi 2 would 
need to be shut down within 12 hours to avoid causing a breakdown that would expose 
the public to undue risk.  Although for 20 years the safety system was repeatedly given a 
passing grade, this did not indicate that it would actually have worked properly if 
needed.  And for all those years neither Detroit Edison nor the NRC discovered and corrected 
this problem.   This was not an error by one person, but by many people making many 
mistakes for many years.   This should never have happened, but it did -- approximately 
35 miles from where I live.  
 
The US has had since the 1940s to solve the problem of safely storing radioactive 
waste from nuclear power plants.  It is still not solved.   And so much of it sits, in 
temporary storage arrangements.  Some has been moved from place to place, hoping 
for a final resting place, but it has found no welcome.   Until this issue is solved for the 
already spent fuel, the NRC should not approve any licenses for new facilities.   
 
The subject of COST: 
Almost every article I read mentioned the skyrocketing costs of building new nuclear 
power plants.   Quoting from an article in Time Magazine in December or 2008 
“ . . . rain has fallen on the nuclear parade. It turns out that new plants would be not just 
extremely expensive but spectacularly expensive”.  According to the article, the 
nuclear industry has a history of 250% cost overruns.   
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A leading expert in power plant costs, Craig A. Severance, who is a practicing CPA has 
written copiously about the cost of nuclear.  Quoting him: “Generation costs per kilowatt 
hour for new nuclear plants (not including distribution to customers) are likely to be from 
25 - 30 cents/kWh.”   

Such high cost may destroy the very demand the plant was built to serve. High electric 
rates may seriously impact utility customers and make nuclear utilities’ service areas 
noncompetitive for businesses with other regions of the U.S. which are developing 
lower-cost electricity.  This is a situation Michigan can ill afford.  High electric rates will 
also encourage people to be even more energy-efficient in their homes and businesses, 
thus reducing demand even further.   

Again quoting Mr. Severance – “Given the myriad low-carbon, much-lower-cost 
alternatives to nuclear power available today — such as efficiency, wind, solar thermal 
baseload, solar PV, geothermal, and recycled energy the burden is on the nuclear 
industry to provide its own detailed, public cost estimates that it is prepared to 
stand behind in public utility commission hearings.” 

Who will pay, and are they willing to pay??  Pulling again from the Time Magazine 
article, the answer is Ratepayers would take the main hit, but Taxpayers could be 
on the hook for billions in loan guarantees, tax breaks, insurance benefits and 
direct subsidies.  This is because banks and bond-rating agencies are skeptical of 
backing the costs. In 2007 renewables attracted $71 billion globally in private 
capital during 2007 while nuclear got zip -- zero. The reactors under construction 
around the world are all government-financed, and ratepayers and taxpayers who 
will ultimately bear the burden are left out of the decision loop and not given the 
information they need to make a rational decision. 
 
In conclusion, there are many reasons not to approve the license for Fermi 3.  I hope 
the issues presented here will help to bring that about.   
 
 
Dorothy Nordness 
114 8th Street 
Ann Arbor, MI. 48103 
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