Fermi3CEm Resource

From: Kay Cumbow [kcumbow@greatlakes.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 12:02 AM

To: Fermi3COLEIS Resource

Subject: Comments on scoping process for Fermi 3 EIS
February 9th 2009

To the NRC,

I ask that the NRC's review of the Environmental Report be suspended until a reactor is chosen that has a
finalized design that citizens can actually critique. Simply stated, a reactor is the heart of a reactor project. The
ESBWR does not have a finalized design nor is it certified or approved by the NRC. To shut the public out of
the scoping process for the EIS for a reactor project before a reactor is chosen is saying that every reactor is
alike, with the same risks. This and many of the reactors being chosen today are untried in the real world and
the citizens are the guinea pigs, both financially and in the case of safety questions and the long-term protection
of the ecosystem, as any serious accident or incident with a nuclear reactor could prove devastating to the Great
Lakes and its inhabitants, whose lives are tied intimately to the Great Lakes, for fisheries (a four billion dollar
industry), drinking water, recreation, and tourism.

If the NRC does not suspend review of the Environmental Report (the scoping process for the EIS), then I call
for an extension of the comment period for 120 days. The NRC scheduled a short comment period for 1771
pages - actually much greater than that with referenced materials - and over the Christmas/New Year’s holiday
when citizens have hefty civic and family responsibilities. The official notice of the only public meetings was
made on Christmas Eve. The only public meetings were held in bitter winter weather with snow-covered roads
and black ice that made travel treacherous. There were days that documents could not be accessed from the
NRC'’s website, by the NRC’s own admission, and those with dial-up computers could not download larger
documents. Another public meeting should be scheduled to take the place of the ones that occurred in
treacherous weather.

I call for the NRC to not allow any preconstruction activity until a full EIS is completed and all alternatives are
examined in a comprehensive way. Allowing preconstruction activity defeats the purpose of NEPA, as well as
not allowing examination or mitigation of preconstruction activity by NEPA.

Regarding possible impacts of operating:

A natural draft cooling tower that is 600 feet high and may be shrouded in fog at times, may even with lights, be
a threat to planes in the air. There are many airports nearby, including Monroe, Toledo, Windsor, Willow Run,
and Detroit Metro. An airliner colliding with this tower could potentially do great damage to either Fermi 1 or
Fermi 2. A serious accident at either plant could compromise the ability of staff to operate the non- problematic
reactor.

In regards to health issues: "...cooling tower reservoirs and thermal discharges can act to harbor or accelerate
some etiologic agents that ultimately affect human health once released into the environment. These etiological
agents include, but are not limited to, the enteric pathogens Salmonella spp., Vibrio spp. and Shigella spp.,
and Plesiomonas shigelloides, as well as Pseudomonas spp., toxin-producing algae such as Karenia brevis,
noroviruses, and thermophilic fungi. Etiological agents also include the bacteria Legionella spp., which
causes Legionnaires’ disease, and



free-living amoebae of the genera Naegleria, Acanthamoeba, and Cryptosporidium. Exposure to these
microorganisms, or in some cases the endotoxins or exotoxins produced by the organisms, can cause illness
or death. Thermo-stable viruses are also considered etiological agents and are subject to review for this
impact analysis.

These etiological agents could prove very costly to human health if there were an inversion and there was a mix
of smog and fog. This needs to be examined.

The CO2 that is produced by uranium mining, milling and further processing must be taken into account, as
well as the ecological devastation to watersheds and communities where the uranium is mined and processed.
Many radionuclides released routinely by nuclear plants bioaccumulate and bioconcentrate in the food chain,
and these should all be accounted for.

There are many other critical issues, that need to be addressed and cannot be addressed in this short time period.

Kay Cumbow
15184 Dudley Road,
Brown City, MI 48416
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