
        DCS No.: 0500021902052009 
Date:        February 5, 2009 
 

 
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE  -  PNO-I-09-001A 
 
This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or public 
interest significance.  The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation, 
and is basically all that is known by the Region I staff on this date. 
 
Facility     Licensee Emergency Classification 
Exelon Generation Company, LLC    X _  Notification of Unusual Event 
Oyster Creek                              _    Alert 
Forked River, NJ             Site Area Emergency 
Docket:  50-219             General Emergency 
               Not Applicable 
 
Subject: UPDATE - UNUSUAL EVENT AND AUTOMATIC REACTOR SCRAM DUE TO A 

FIRE IN THE M1A MAIN TRANSFORMER  
 
 
This preliminary notification supplements information in PNO-I-09-001, which documented an 
unusual event and automatic reactor scram due to a failure in the M1A main transformer.   
 
At 5:27 p.m., on February 3, Oyster Creek commenced start up and the reactor became critical 
at 10:14 p.m.  Currently, the main generator is synchronized to the grid and is operating at 60% 
power with electrical output through the M1B main transformer.  Appropriate limits are being 
observed for single main transformer operations.  The NRC resident staff monitored plant start 
up and continues to assess licensee activities. 
 
Exelon is currently investigating the cause of the failure and subsequent fire in the main 
transformer.  Exelon is evaluating its plans for the future repair/replacement of the M1A main 
transformer. 
 
The NRC staff is closely following Exelon’s causal evaluations and corrective actions.  NRC 
oversight will be conducted through the Agency’s normal independent baseline inspections by 
the on-site resident inspectors. 
 
The information contained in the preliminary notification has been verified with Exelon and are 
current as of February 5, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Region I Public Affairs is prepared to respond to media inquiries. 
 
This preliminary notification is issued for information only. 
 
ADAMS Accession Number:   ML090360539 
 
Contacts: R. R. Bellamy    
  (610) 337-5200   

Ronald.Bellamy@nrc.gov  
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Licensee: Exelon Energy Company, LLC  
                  Oyster Creek Generating Station  
 
 
 
 
SUNSI Review Complete:    RRB                (Reviewer’s Initials) 
                     ML090360539 
DOCUMENT NAME:  G:\DRP\PNS\PNO-I-09-001A - OYSTER CREEK SCRAMUpdate.DOC 
 

After declaring this document “An Official Agency Record” it will be released to the Public. 
 
To receive a copy of this document, indicate in the box:  "C" = Copy without attachment/enclosure  "E" = Copy with attachment/enclosure   
"N" = No copy 
 

OFFICE RI/DRP   RI/POA  RI/ORA    RI/DRP    

NAME RBellamy/SB for DScrenc/DS NMcNamara/NM DLew/DL  

DATE 2/ 5 /09   2/ 5 /09 2/ 5 /09   2/ 5 /09    
 
 OFFICIAL RECORD COPY 
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