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MEMORANDUM
(Notice of Need for More Time)

With the December 23, 2008 filing of the reply pleading by Joint Petitioners1 in this

combined license proceeding, a Licensing Board decision granting or denying Joint Petitioners

hearing request is now due on or before Friday, February 6, 2009.  See 10 C.F.R. § 2.309(i).

There was a delay in scheduling an initial prehearing conference for this proceeding to

provide the Board with an opportunity to hear arguments from the participants regarding the

admissibility of Joint Petitioners contentions.  A combination of factors contributed to the delay,

including the participants extensive early-January filing commitments in the Vogtle early site

permit (ESP) proceeding to which they also are parties; a mid-January week-long Georgia

public utility commission hearing regarding the Vogtle COL application in which applicant

Southern Nuclear Operating Company (SNC) and some of Joint Petitioners members

participated; and scheduling issues associated with hearing venue availability.  With the conduct
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2 Copies of this memorandum were sent this date by the agency’s E-Filing system to
counsel for (1) applicant SNC; (2) Joint Petitioners; and (3) the NRC staff. 

of the prehearing conference on January 28, 2009 (which was held despite inclement weather

in the Washington, D.C. area), the Board has been working diligently to prepare rulings on the

standing and contention admissibility matters arising from Joint Petitioners hearing request. 

Nonetheless, the Board will be unable to meet the section 2.309(i) schedule for issuing a

decision on Joint Petitioners hearing request.

Pursuant to section 2.309(i), the Board hereby provides notice that it currently

anticipates issuing a decision regarding Joint Petitioners hearing request no later than Friday,

February 27, 2009.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
   AND LICENSING BOARD2

                    /RA/                                        
G. Paul Bollwerk, III
CHAIRMAN

Rockville, Maryland

February 4, 2009
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       Office of the Secretary of the Commission 
 
Dated at Rockville, Maryland 
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