. Department of Energy
Office of Legacy Management

JAN 0 6 2003

Ms. Ron Linton

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection
Mail Stop: T8 F5

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Subject: Receipt of Comments for the Durango, Colorado, Site

Dear Mr. Linton: , . v e

The U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Legacy Management (DOE-LM), has received the’
Technical Evaluation Report for the Durango, Colorado, Site Observational Work Plan (SOWP)
and the Preliminary Final Ground Water Compliance Action Plan (PFGCAP).

The DOE concurs with the monitoring requirements for both the Mill Tailings Area and the
Raffinate Ponds Area and will incorporate these requirements in the Final GCAP. Additionally,
the DOE will begin to include a summary of ground water monitoring data for the Raffinate
Ponds Area.in An_nual Site Verification Monitoring Reports.

The énvironmental covenant planned for the Raffinate Ponds Area is a real estate instrument that
‘is procured through the State of Colorado. Over the next several weeks the DOE intends to
contact the State of Colorado to determine the requirements that are necessary to continue
pursuing a signed environmental covenant for the Raffinate Ponds Area. To this end, DOE will

_ provide whatever support is necessary to the State and will keep the NRC informed of the
outcome of this effort.

Please contact me at (970) 248-6034 if you have ény questions.

Sincerely,

Joseph P. Desormeau
Site Manager
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