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Chief, Rules, Directives and Editing Branch J 52808 L~ ;
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 3 FR 743 ?7 .
Mail Stop T6-D59 _ =
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 @ '"D
RE: EPA Review and Comments o

Final Generic Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FGSEIS)

Vogtle Electric Generating Plant Site

-Supplement 34, NUREG-1437 : _ ’
CEQ No. 20080522 :

Dear Sir:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reviewed the subject Final Generic
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FGSEIS) pursuant to Section 102(2)(C) of the
Natronal Envrronmental Polrcy Act” (NEPA) and Sectron 309 of. the Clean A1r Act The purpose
of th1s letter is. to mform_you of the results of our rev1ew ,.f.‘ Coo T o

Southern Nuclear Operatrng Company, Inc (SNC) subnntted an applrcatlon to renew the
Operatlng chenses (OLs) for the Vogtle Electric Generatmg Plant (VEGP) Units 1 and 2 for an
additional 20 years. The proposed action (hcense renewal) would prov1de for continued operation
and maintenance of exrstmg facilities and transmission lines. Thie facility uses water from the
Savannah Rrver for plant coolmg, and discharges wastewater inito the Savannah Rrver v1a a
discharge structure 500 feet downstream from the 1ntake T S

' VEGP has a NPDES perniit issued by the GA EPD. The NPDES Permit limits specific
pollutant discharges from the plant, requires monitoring of discharges, and regulates the flow and
thermal impacts of discharges. The NPDES permittee has operated and is operatmg in compliance
w1th the NPDES permit requrrements -

We appreciate your' responses to our DGSEIS comments, which were included in
Appendlx A of the FGSEIS. Based on EPA’s rev1ew of the FGSEIS, some envrronmental A
concerns remain. Spe01flcally, protecting the environment involves the continuing need for ,
appropriate storage and ultlmate d1spos1t10n of rad1oact1ve wastes generated on-site, as ‘well as
continuing measures 0 reduce entramment of eggs and larvae due to surface Water w1thdrawals
We notethat in thé'Waste-Confidence Rule (10-CFR 51:23), the Comimission genencally
determined that the spent fuel generated by any reactor can be safely stored onsite for at least 30
years beyond the lrcensed operatmg life of the reactor Ultlmately, long-term rad1oact1ve waste
‘dlsposrtlon w1ll requ1re transportatron of wastes to a permrtted reposrtory site;
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this FGSEIS. Please contact Ramona
. McConney of my staff at (404) 562-9615-if you have any questions or need additional
1nformat10n

Smcerely,

%%MWML

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
NEPA Program Office



