
 
      April 14, 2009 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Stephen P. Collings, President 
Crow Butte Resources, Inc. 
141 Union Boulevard, Suite 320 
Lakewood, CO 80228 
 
SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, LICENSE AMENDMENT 

APPLICATION FOR THE NORTH TREND EXPANSION AREA, CROW BUTTE 
RESOURCES, INC.,CRAWFORD, NEBRASKA, (License No.: SUA-1534,  
TAC J00814) 

 
Dear Mr. Collings: 
 
By letter dated May 30, 2007, Crow Butte Resources, Inc. (CBR) submitted to U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff a request to amend license SUA-1534 to develop uranium 
resources at the North Trend Expansion Area (North Trend).  CBR intends to develop the North 
Trend resources using in situ leach (ISL) techniques, and loaded ion exchange resins from the 
ISL process will be transported to the central processing plant at the main Crawford, Nebraska, 
facility.  The NRC staff has reviewed your application and determined that additional information 
is required to assess compliance of the license renewal application environmental report with 
the applicable regulations.  Enclosed is the staff’s Request for Additional Information (RAI) that 
identifies the information needed for the continued review of your license application. 
 
Your full and complete responses to the enclosed RAIs are necessary for the staff to complete 
its review.  In order to meet our schedule, we need to receive your RAI responses by May 1, 
2009.  If you are unable to meet this time frame you must notify us in writing, at least 2 weeks 
prior to that date, of your new response date and the reasons for the delay.  The staff will then 
assess the impact of the new response date and will issue a revised schedule, as necessary.  
 
Written response can be provided to:  Mr. Mathews George, c/o Document Control Desk, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Mailstop T-8F5, Washington DC, 20555-0001.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Mr. Mathews George by telephone at (301) 415-7065, or by 
email at Mathews.George@nrc.gov.    
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390, of the“Rules of Practice for Domestic Licensing Proceeding 
and Issuance of Orders,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection 
in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PAR) component of 
NRC’s document system (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC WEB site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/rading-rm/adams.html. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 
Ronald A. Burrows, Project Manager 
Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch 
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
  Licensing Directorate 
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 
 

Docket No.:  40-8943 
License No.:  SUA-1534 
 
Enclosure:  
As stated 
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REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
ON THE LICENCE AMENDMENT APPLICATION FOR THE 

NORTH TREND EXPANSION AREA, CRAWFORD, NEBRASKA 
 

Crow Butte Resources, Inc 
 

Docket No.:  40-8943 
License No.:  SUA-1534 

TAC No.:  J00814 
 
This Request for Additional Information (RAI) contains questions identified by the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff during its review of Crow Butte Resources (CBR), Inc 
Environmental Report associated with the License Amendment Application to develop uranium 
resources at the North Trend Expansion Area (North Trend), in Crawford, Nebraska. 
 
Each individual RAI describes information needed by the staff to complete its review of the 
license renewal application, determine whether CBR has demonstrated compliance with 
regulatory requirements, and provide the necessary information and references for the required 
Environmental Assessment. 

 
Section Project 1:  Site Preparation & Construction 
 
1. Provide the total square footage of land to be excavated for the new roads and parking 

areas.  This information is required to better understand the exact quantity of land that will 
be disturbed with respect to the North Trend expansion.  

 
2.  With respect to the construction phase provide information on how many diesel generators 

may be used in a given year for the proposed action.  If generators are used, please 
provide the possible impact on emissions.  Provide type of motorized equipment and 
provide the estimated fuel usage and air emission. 

 
3.  With respect to the noise impact analysis, clarify whether the proposed construction will 

occur only during normal working hours in the day or may also occur at night.  If 
construction activities may occur at night, provide estimated noise levels during night-time 
construction activities.  Please also provide the nearest residence to the affected area. 

 
4.  Page 1-5 says 5 million pounds of uranium oxide, however page 1-12 says 2 million 

pounds of uranium oxide.  Please clarify the difference in quantities specified on the 
respective pages.   

 
5.   If utilities (electric power, natural gas, sanitary water, wastewater treatment, municipal 

waste disposal) will be procured from off-site providers during construction, provide details 
on how the increased demand (if any) from the proposed action will affect the availability 
and cost of utilities/service to the local community.  

Enclosure 
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Section 2:  Socio/Economic Impact 
 
1. Please provide an assessment of whether the local community will be able to support labor 

requirements (for construction and/or operations) or whether these resources would need 
to be imported into the community?  This information is needed for the staff to complete an 
assessment of the socio-economic impacts of the expansion.  

 
2. If the local community cannot support the labor requirements, what will be the impact of 

additional resources within the community with respect to the following?  
 
 a.  Public Housing/Lodging in Community? 
 b.  Medical Facilities 
 c.  Law Enforcement and Fire Safety 
 d.  Public Schools 
 e.  Grocery Stores 
 f.  Entertainment/Leisure 
 
3.  Please provide an assessment on how the increased taxes and revenue from the 

proposed action shall affect the local community?  
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