January 23, 2009

Mr. Thomas K. Spencer, Radiation Safety Officer
Manager, Production

Sigma-Aldrich Chemical Company

3500 DeKalb Street

Saint Louis, MO 63118

SUBJECT:  SIGMA-ALDRICH, FORT MIMS FACILITY, OPEN LAND SOIL SAMPLING AND
ANALYSIS PLAN AND REQUEST TO PERFORM PHASED
DECOMMISSIONING

Dear Mr. Spencer:

In separate letters dated December 15, 2008, Sigma-Aldrich Chemical Company requested to
proceed with the collection of soil samples from areas around the Fort Mims Facility and to
incorporate a phased decommissioning approach into your October 22, 2008, decommissioning
plan for the Fort Mims Facility (see reference enclosure). The Fort Mims Decommissioning Plan
is currently in a 60 day comment period (Federal Register Notice, Vol. 73, No. 249, Monday,
December 29, 2008).

We have completed a review of the proposed “Sigma-Aldrich, Fort Mims Facility, Open Land
Soil Sampling and Analysis Plan,” and have concluded that the technical approach described in
the plan is acceptable. We will evaluate the results of the survey conducted by your consultant
during our review of the final status survey report. We would appreciate being informed of any
soil sampling in order that we may include this activity for inspection purposes, Regarding the
phased approach, we do not see any technical issues that need to be addressed at this time.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its
enclosure will be available electronically in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly
Available Records (PARS) component of NRC's document system (ADAMS). The NRC’s
document system is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.




T. Spencer -2-
If you have any questions regarding this letter or our technical review process, please do not
hesitate to call me at (630) 829-9856.

Sincerely,

/RA/

George M. McCann, Senior Health Physicist

Material Control, ISFSI, and Decommissioning
Branch

Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Docket No.: 030-10716
License No.: 24-16273-01

Enclosure:
As stated

CC: K. Henke, MO DOHSS
J. Langston, MO DOHSS

DOCUMENT NAME: G:\SEC\Work in progress\SIGMA ALDRIDCH LETTER.doc
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