OFFICE OF ENFORCEMENT
NOTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT ENFORCEMENT ACTION

January 23, 2009

EN 09-003
Licensee: SABIA, Inc. (EA-08-237)
Idaho Falls, Idaho
Docket No. 030-35997
Subject: NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND PROPOSED IMPOSITION OF CIVIL PENALTY -

$13,000

This notification is to inform the Commission that a Notice of Violation and Proposed Imposition
of Civil Penalty in the amount of $13,000 will be issued on or about January 28, 2009, to SABIA,
Inc. This enforcement action is based on a violation of 10 CFR Part 20.1101. Specifically, the
licensee conducted gauge dismantlement activities and did not develop, document, and
implement a radiation protection program commensurate with the scope and extent of this
licensed activity, which created a substantial potential for exposures or releases in excess of the
applicable NRC regulatory limits. In addition, the licensee’s radiation protection program for the
gauge dismantlement activities was not sufficient to ensure that occupational doses were as low
as is reasonably achievable (ALARA). The licensee dismantled gauges that contained
radioactive sources, and the licensee did not use, to the extent practical, procedures and
engineering controls based on sound radiation protection principles to achieve occupational
doses that were ALARA. As a result, four individuals were contaminated and received
occupational doses that were not ALARA. In accordance with the NRC’s Enforcement Policy,
this violation is categorized as a Severity Level Il violation.

Because this was the first escalated enforcement action within two inspections, the NRC
considered whether credit was warranted for Corrective Action in accordance with Section
VI.C.2 of the Enforcement Policy. The NRC has determined that corrective actions were not
adequate and, therefore, corrective action credit was not warranted. Because of the licensee’s
particularly poor performance in planning for the gauge dismantling activities, in responding to
the contamination event, and in developing and implementing comprehensive corrective actions
to prevent recurrence, the NRC is exercising enforcement discretion to double the base civil
penalty amount in accordance with Section VII.A.1 of the Enforcement Policy. Therefore, the
NRC is proposing imposition of a $13,000 civil penalty.

It should be noted that the licensee has not been specifically informed of the enforcement
action. The schedule of issuance and notification is:

Mailing of the Notice January 28, 2008
Telephone Notification of Licensee January 28, 2008

The licensee may respond within thirty days from the date of the Notice.
The State of Idaho will be notified.

CONTACTS: Susanne Woods, OE, 415-7267 Nick Hilton, OE, 415-3055
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