
 
 
 

January 7, 2009 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  William Burton, Branch Chief   

 Environment Projects Branch 1 
 Division of Site and Environmental Reviews 
 Office of New Reactors 

 
FROM:   Stacey Imboden, Project Manager /RA/  

Environment Projects Branch 1 
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews 
Office of New Reactors 

 
SUBJECT:   NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCOPING PROCESS FOR THE BELL BEND NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANT COMBINED LICENSE APPLICATION 

 
DATE AND TIME:  Thursday, January 29, 2009 

7:00 p. m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

LOCATION:  Berwick Area Senior High School 
1100 Fowler Avenue 
Berwick, Pennsylvania 18603 

 
PURPOSE:  To conduct a transcribed public meeting to provide members of the public 

with an opportunity to provide their comments on what environmental 
issues the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) should consider during 
its review of the combined license (COL) application for the Bell Bend  
Nuclear Power Plant (BBNPP).  This meeting will be conducted as part of 
the scoping process outlined in 10 CFR Part 51 to support development 
of an environmental impact statement in support of the application.  See 
the enclosed agenda and Federal Register Notice (74 FR 470).  The COL 
application is available at on the NRC’s web page at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors/col/bell-bend.html.   The 
accession number for the environmental report received on October 10, 
2008 is ML082890680. 

 
CONTACTS:   Stacey Imboden, NRO/DSER  Tomeka Terry, NRO/DSER 

(301) 415-2462   (301) 415-1488 
Stacey.Imboden@nrc.gov  Tomeka.Terry@nrc.gov  

 
* Commission’s Policy Statement on “Enhancing Public Participation in NRC Meetings” 
(67 FR 36920), May 28, 2002



W. Burton 
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PURPOSE (cont.) The meeting will be preceded by an informal “open house” beginning one 
hour prior to the session for those who wish to attend.  The open house 
will provide members of the public with an opportunity to talk informally 
one-on-one with NRC staff.  Members of the public may register to 
present oral comments at this meeting by contacting  
Mrs. Stacey Imboden at (800) 368-5642, ext. 2462 or by e-mail at  
BBNP.COLEIS@nrc.gov by January 22, 2009.  Those who wish to make 
comments may also register at the meeting within 15 minutes of the start 
of session.  Individual oral comments may be limited by the time 
available, depending on the number of persons who register.  Mrs. 
Imboden will need to be contacted no later than January 15, 2009, if 
special equipment or accommodations are needed to attend or present 
information at the public meeting. 

 
CATEGORY 3:* This is a Category 3 Meeting.  The public is invited to participate in this 

meeting by providing comments and asking questions. 
 
PARTICIPANTS:  NRC      Members of the Public Who Register 

     to Speak 
F. Cameron, Facilitator 
W. Burton, Branch Chief, NRO  
S. Imboden, NRO 
 

 
Docket No: 52-039 
 
Enclosures: 
1. Agenda 
2. Federal Register Notice (ML083400399) 
 
cc: w/enclosures: See next page 
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Enclosure 1 

 
AGENDA FOR PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS ENVIRONMENTAL  

SCOPING PROCESS FOR THE BELL BEND NUCLEAR POWER PLANT  
COMBINED LICENSE APPLICATION 

 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2009 

 
Meeting Session - 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.* 

 
 
 
I. Welcome and purpose of meeting - 5 minutes (F. Cameron, W. Burton) 
 
II. Overview of the combined license process - 5 minutes (S. Imboden) 
 
III. Overview of environmental review process - 15 minutes (S. Imboden) 
 
IV. Public comments - 2 ½ hours (F. Cameron) 
 
V. Closing/availability of transcripts, etc. - 5 minutes (F. Cameron) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Note - The NRC staff will host informal discussions one hour prior to the meeting.  No 
comments on the scope of the environmental review will be accepted during the informal 
discussions.  To be considered, comments must be provided either at the transcribed public 
meeting (see agenda, above) or in writing, as described in the Federal Register notice. 
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Federal Register: January 6, 2009 (Volume 74, Number 3) 
Notices                
Page 470-472 
From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access [wais.access.gpo.gov] 
[DOCID:fr06ja09-64]                          
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
[Docket No. 52-039] 
 
  
PPL Bell Bend, LLC; Bell Bend Nuclear Power Plant Combined  
License Application; Notice of Intent To Prepare an Environmental  
Impact Statement and Conduct Scoping Process 
 
    PPL Bell Bend, LLC has submitted an application for a combined license (COL) to build a 
new unit at its Bell Bend Nuclear Power Plant (BBNPP) Site, located west of the existing 
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station Site on approximately 882 acres in Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania on the Susquehanna River, approximately five miles northeast of Berwick, 
Pennsylvania. PPL Bell Bend, LLC submitted the application for the COL to the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) by letter dated October 10, 2008, pursuant to Title 10 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 52. A notice of receipt and availability of the 
application, including the environmental report (ER), was published in the Federal Register on 
November 13, 2008 (73 FR 67214). A notice of acceptance for docketing of the application for 
the COL was published in the Federal Register on December 29, 2008 (73 FR 79519). A notice 
of hearing and opportunity to petition for leave to intervene in the proceeding on the application 
will be published in a future Federal Register notice. The purpose of this notice is (1) to inform 
the public that the NRC staff will be preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) as part 
of the review of the application for the COL and (2) to provide the public with an opportunity to 
participate in the environmental scoping process as defined in 10 CFR 51.29. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (Corps), Baltimore District has requested to participate in the preparation of 
the EIS as a cooperating agency; the NRC has accepted its request. The agencies will 
cooperate according to the process set forth in the MOU signed by the NRC and the Corps and  
was published in the Federal Register on September 25, 2008 (73 FR 55546). 
 
    In addition, as outlined in 36 CFR 800.8(c), “Coordination with the National Environmental 
Policy Act”(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the NRC staff plans to coordinate compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) with steps taken to meet the  
requirements of NEPA. Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.8(c), the NRC staff intends to use the process 
and documentation for the preparation of the EIS on the proposed action to comply with  
Section 106 of the NHPA in lieu of the procedures set forth on 36 CFR 800.3 through 800.6. 
 
    In accordance with 10 CFR 51.45 and 51.50, PPL Bell Bend, LLC submitted the 
environmental report (ER) as part of the application. The ER was prepared pursuant to 10 CFR 
Parts 51 and 52 and is available for public inspection at the NRC Public Document Room (PDR) 
located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike (first floor), Rockville, Maryland 20852 or 
from the Publicly Available Records component of NRC's Agency-wide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible at  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html which provides access through the NRC's Electronic 
Reading Room link. The accession number in ADAMS for the ER included in the application is  
ML082890680. Persons who do not have access to ADAMS or who encounter  
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problems in accessing the documents located in ADAMS should contact the NRC's PDR 
Reference staff at 1-800-397-4209/301-415-4737 or by e-mail pdr.resource@nrc.gov. The 
application may also be viewed on the Internet at  
http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors/col/bell-bend.html. In addition, the Mill Memorial 
Public Library, 495 E Main Street, Nanticoke, PA 18634 and the McBride Memorial Library, 500 
N Market Street, Berwick, PA 18603 have agreed to make the ER available for public 
inspection. 
 
    The following key reference documents related to the application and the NRC staff's review 
processes are available through the NRC's Web site at http:// www.nrc.gov: 

a. 10 CFR Part 51, Environmental Protection Regulations for Domestic Licensing and  
      Related Regulatory Function; 
b. 10 CFR Part 52, Licenses, Certifications, and Approvals for Nuclear Power Plants; 
c. 10 CFR Part 100, Reactor Site Criteria; 
d. NUREG-1555, Standard Review Plans for Environmental Reviews for Nuclear  
    Power Plants, 
 e. NUREG/BR-0298, Brochure on Nuclear Power Plant Licensing Process; 
f. Regulatory Guide 4.2, Preparation of Environmental Reports for Nuclear Power 
   Stations 
g. Regulatory Guide 4.7, General Site Suitability Criteria for Nuclear Power Stations; 
h. Fact Sheet on Nuclear Power Plant Licensing Process; 
i. Regulatory 1.206, Combined License Applications for Nuclear Power Plants; and   
j. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Policy Statement on the Treatment of  
   Environmental Justice Matters in NRC Regulatory and Licensing Actions. 

 
The regulations, NUREG-series documents, regulatory guides, and the fact sheet can be found 
under Document Collections in the Electronic Reading Room on the NRC Webpage. The 
environmental justice policy statement can be found in the Federal Register, 69 FR 52040, 
dated August 24, 2004. 
 
    This notice advises the public that the NRC intends to gather the information necessary to 
prepare an EIS as part of the review of the application for COL at the BBNPP Site. Possible 
alternatives to the proposed action (issuance of the COL for the BBNPP) include no action,  
reasonable alternative energy sources, and alternate sites. As set forth in 10 CFR 51.20(b)(2), 
issuance of a COL under 10 CFR Part 52 is an action that requires an EIS. This notice is being 
published in accordance with NEPA and the NRC's regulations in 10 CFR Part 51. 
 
    The NRC will first conduct a scoping process for the EIS and as soon as practicable 
thereafter will prepare a draft EIS for public comment. Participation in this scoping process by 
members of the public and local, State, Tribal, and Federal government agencies is 
encouraged. The scoping process for the draft EIS will be used to accomplish the following: 
    a. Define the proposed action that is to be the subject of the EIS; 

    b. Determine the scope of the EIS and identify the significant issues to be analyzed in    
       depth; 
   c. Identify and eliminate from detailed study those issues that are peripheral or that are 
       not significant; 

    d. Identify any environmental assessments and other EISs that are being or will be  
     prepared that are related to but are not part of the scope of the EIS being 
                   considered; 
               e. Identify other environmental review and consultation requirements related to the  
                   proposed action; 
               f. Identify parties consulting with the NRC under the NHPA, as set forth in  
                  36 CFR 800.8(c)(1)(i); 
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               g. Indicate the relationship between the timing of the preparation of the environmental  
                   analyses and the Commission's tentative planning and decision-making schedule; 
               h. Identify any cooperating agencies and, as appropriate, allocate assignments for  
                   preparation and schedules for completing the EIS to the NRC and any cooperating 
     agencies; and 
               i. Describe how the EIS will be prepared, including any contractor assistance to be      
    used. 
 
    The NRC invites the following entities to participate in the scoping process: 
              a. The applicant, PPL Bell Bend, LLC; 
              b. Any Federal agency that has jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to  
                  any environmental impact involved or that is authorized to develop and enforce 
                  relevant environmental standards; 
              c. Affected State and local government agencies including those authorized to develop 
                  and enforce relevant environmental standards; 
              d. Any affected Indian tribe; 
              e. Any person who requests or has requested an opportunity to participate in the 
   scoping process; and 
              f. Any person who intends to petition for leave to intervene in the proceeding, or who 
                 has submitted such a petition, who is admitted as a party. 
 
    In accordance with 10 CFR 51.26, the scoping process for an EIS may include a public 
scoping meeting to help identify significant issues related to a proposed activity and to 
determine the scope of issues to be addressed in an EIS. The NRC will hold a public scoping 
meeting for the EIS regarding the PPL Bell Bend, LLC COL application. The scoping meeting 
will be held at the Berwick Area Senior High School, 1100 Fowler Avenue, Berwick, 
Pennsylvania 18603-3799 on Thursday, January 29, 2009. The meeting will convene at 7 p.m. 
and will continue until approximately 10 p.m. The meeting will be transcribed and will include the 
following: (1) An overview by the NRC staff of the NEPA environmental review process, the 
proposed scope of the EIS, and the proposed review schedule; and (2) the opportunity for 
interested government agencies, organizations, and individuals to submit comments or 
suggestions on the environmental issues or the proposed scope of the EIS. Additionally, the 
NRC staff will host informal discussions for one hour prior to the start of each public meeting. No 
formal comments on the proposed scope of the EIS will be accepted during the informal  
discussions. To be considered, comments must be provided either at the transcribed public 
meeting or in writing, as discussed below. 
 
    Persons may register to attend or present oral comments at the meeting on the scope of the 
NEPA review by contacting either Mrs. Stacey Imboden or Ms. Tomeka Terry by telephone at  
1-800-368-5642, extensions 2462 or 1488, or by e-mail to the NRC at BBNP.COLEIS@nrc.gov  
no later than January 22, 2009. Members of the public may also register to speak at the meeting 
prior to the start of the session. Individual oral comments may be limited by the time available, 
depending on the number of persons who register. Members of the public who have not 
registered may also have an opportunity to speak, if time permits. Public comments will be 
considered in the scoping process for the EIS. If special equipment or accommodations are 
needed to attend or present information at the public meeting, the need should be brought to 
Mrs. Imboden's attention no later than January 15, 2009, so that the NRC staff can determine 
whether the request can be accommodated. 
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    Members of the public may send written comments on the scope of the BBNPP COL 
environmental review to the Chief, Rulemaking, Editing and Directives Branch, Division of 
Administrative Services, Office of Administration, Mailstop TWB-05-B01M, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001 and should cite the publication  
date and page number of this Federal Register notice. To ensure that comments will be 
considered in the scoping process, written comments must be postmarked or delivered by 
March 9, 2009. Electronic comments may be sent by e-mail to the NRC at 
BBNP.COLEIS@nrc.gov. Electronic submissions must be sent no later than March 9, 2009, to 
ensure that they will be considered in the scoping process. Comments will be made  
available electronically and will be accessible through the NRC's Electronic Reading Room link  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  The NRC staff may, at its discretion, consider 
comments after the end of the comment period. 
 
    Participation in the scoping process for the EIS does not entitle participants to become parties 
to the proceeding to which the EIS relates. A notice of a hearing and opportunity to petition for 
leave to intervene in the proceeding on the application for COL will be published in a future 
Federal Register notice. 
 
    At the conclusion of the scoping process, the NRC staff will prepare a concise summary of 
the determination and conclusions reached on the scope of the environmental review including 
the significant issues identified, and will send this summary to each participant in the scoping 
process for whom the staff has an address. The staff will then prepare and issue for comment 
the draft EIS, which will be the subject of a separate Federal Register notice and a separate 
public meeting. Copies of the draft EIS will be available for public inspection at the PDR through 
the above-mentioned address and one copy per request will be provided free of charge. After  
receipt and consideration of comments on the draft EIS, the NRC will prepare a final EIS, which 
will also be available to the public. 
 
    Information about the proposed action, the EIS, and the scoping process may be obtained 
from either Mrs. Stacey Imboden at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Mail Stop 
T6D38M, Washington, DC 20555-0001, by phone at 301-415-2462, or by e-mail at 
Stacey.Imboden@nrc.gov and/or Ms. Tomeka Terry at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Mail Stop T-6D38M, Washington, DC 20555-0001, by phone at 301-415-1488, or  
by e-mail at Tomeka.Terry@nrc.gov. 
 
    Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day of December 2008. 
 
    For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
 
    Nilesh Chokshi, Deputy Director 
    Division of Site and Environmental Reviews  
    Office of New Reactors 
 
 [FR Doc. E8-31420 Filed 1-5-09; 8:45 am] 
 BILLING CODE 7590-01-P 
 
 



  

 

COL - Bell Bend Mailing List       
cc: 
 
Mr. Richard L. Baker Mr. Brian Hastings 
Bechtel Power Corporation Public Utility Commission 
5275 Westview Drive William B. Travis Building 
Frederick, MD  21703-8306 P.O. Box 13326 
       1701 Noth Congress Avenue 
Ms. Michele Boyd Austin, TX  78701-3326 
Legislative Director        
Energy Program Mr. Roy Hickok 
Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy NRC Technical Training Center 
  and Environmental Program 5700 Brainerd Road 
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE Chattanooga, TN  37411-4017 
Washington, DC  20003        
       Mr. Norris McDonald 
Ms. Kristen A. Burger President 
Maryland People's Counsel AAEA 
6 St. Paul Centre 9903 Caltor Lane 
Suite 2102 Ft. Washington, MD  20744 
Baltimore, MD  21202-1631        
       Charles Peterson 
Lawrence J. Chandler Pillsbury, Winthrop, Shaw & Pittman, LLP 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 2300 "N" Street, NW 
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC  20037 
Washington, DC  20004        
       Regional Administrator 
Mr. Carey Fleming, Esquire Region I 
Senior Counsel - Nuclear Generation U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Constellation Generation Group, LLC 475 Allendale Road 
750 East Pratt Street, 17th Floor King of Prussia, PA  19406 
Baltimore, MD  21202        
       Resident Inspector 
Mr. Ray Ganthner U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Senior Vice President P. O.Box 126 
AREVA, NP, Inc. 3315 Lycoming, NY  13093 
Old Forest Road        
P.O. Box 10935                       Amy Elliott 
Lynchburg, VA  24506-0935            US Army Corps of Engineers  
                                                                                       Baltimore District   
                     1631 So Altherton St, Suite 102 
Terry L. Harpster             State College, PA  16801 
GM-Site Development & Design 
PPL Nuclear Development LLC                        Rich Miller 
38 Bomboy Lane, Suite 2            McBride Memorial Library 
Berwick, PA  18603             500 N Market Street 
                     Berwick, PA  18603 
Clifford Farides 
Mill Memorial Public Library 
495 E Main Street 
Nanticoke, PA  18634
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Email 

APH@NEI.org   (Adrian Heymer) 
awc@nei.org   (Anne W. Cottingham) 
barbara.perdue@unistarnuclear.com   (Barbara Perdue) 
bennettS2@bv.com   (Steve A. Bennett) 
bob.brown@ge.com   (Robert E. Brown) 
BrinkmCB@westinghouse.com   (Charles Brinkman) 
carey.fleming@constellation.com   (Carey Fleming) 
chris.maslak@ge.com   (Chris Maslak) 
cwaltman@roe.com   (C. Waltman) 
david.lewis@pillsburylaw.com   (David Lewis) 
dlochbaum@UCSUSA.org   (David Lochbaum) 
ecullington@earthlink.net   (E. Cullington) 
greshaja@westinghouse.com  (James Gresham) 
gzinke@entergy.com   (George Alan Zinke) 
jgutierrez@morganlewis.com   (Jay M. Gutierrez) 
jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org   (James Riccio) 
JJNesrsta@cpsenergy.com  (James J. Nesrsta) 
John.O'Neill@pillsburylaw.com   (John O'Neill) 
Joseph_Hegner@dom.com    (Joseph Hegner) 
KSutton@morganlewis.com   (Kathryn M. Sutton) 
ktscopelliti@pplweb.com   (Karen Scopelliti) 
kwaugh@impact-net.org   (Kenneth O. Waugh) 
lois@ieer.org   (Lois Chalmers) 
Marc.Brooks@dhs.gov   (Marc Brooks) 
maria.webb@pillsburylaw.com   (Maria Webb) 
mark.beaumont@wsms.com   (Mark Beaumont) 
matias.travieso-diaz@pillsburylaw.com   (Matias Travieso-Diaz) 
media@nei.org   (Scott Peterson) 
mike_moran@fpl.com   (Mike Moran) 
MSF@nei.org   (Marvin Fertel) 
nirsnet@nirs.org   (Michael Mariotte) 
patriciaL.campbell@ge.com   (Patricia L. Campbell) 
paul.gaukler@pillsburylaw.com   (Paul Gaukler) 
Paul@beyondnuclear.org   (Paul Gunter) 
phinnen@entergy.com   (Paul Hinnenkamp) 
pshastings@duke-energy.com   (Peter Hastings) 
RJB@NEI.org   (Russell Bell) 
RKTemple@cpsenergy.com   (R.K. Temple) 
roberta.swain@ge.com   (Roberta Swain) 
rrsgarro@pplweb.com   (Rocco Sgarro) 
sandra.sloan@areva.com   (Sandra Sloan) 
sfrantz@morganlewis.com   (Stephen P. Frantz) 
tkkibler@scana.com   (Tria Kibler) 
tlharpster@pplweb.com   (Terry Harpster) 
trsmith@winston.com   (Tyson Smith) 
Vanessa.quinn@dhs.gov   (Vanessa Quinn) 
VictorB@bv.com   (Bill Victor) 
Wanda.K.Marshall@dom.com   (Wanda K. Marshall) 
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