
 
 

March 26, 2009 
 
 
 
Mr. Bob Christie 
Performance Technology 
2400 Trillium Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37920 
 
Dear Mr. Christie: 
 
I am responding to the petition for rulemaking (PRM) dated May 2, 2002, that you submitted to 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).  The petition was docketed as PRM-50-77 and 
requested that the NRC amend its regulations at Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
Part 50, Appendix A.  Specifically, you proposed changes to several general design criteria that 
would eliminate the requirement for assuming a loss-of-offsite power (LOOP) coincident with 
postulated accidents.  You stated that this would alleviate the need for fast start time 
requirements for emergency diesel generators (EDG) and eliminate operator training that 
focuses on these unrealistic events. 
 
A notice of receipt of the petition was published in the Federal Register on June 13, 2002, 
(67 FR 40622).  The comment period closed on August 27, 2002.  One comment letter was 
received; it was in support of the petition. 
 
In response to this petition, the NRC has determined that the issues raised in PRM-50-77 will be 
considered in the ongoing rulemaking activity directed at decoupling an assumed LOOP from a 
coincident loss-of-coolant accident (LOCA) as currently required by 10 CFR Part 50, 
Appendix A, Criterion 35.  This rulemaking activity is entitled, “Decoupling of Assumed Loss of 
Offsite Power from Loss-of-Coolant Accident,” in NUREG-0936, “NRC Regulatory Agenda: 
Semiannual Report,” and is designated with rulemaking identification number RIN 3150-AH43.  
You can monitor further NRC action on this rulemaking activity at the Federal rulemaking portal, 
http://www.regulations.gov, by searching on rulemaking docket ID NRC-2008-0602.  If the 
ongoing work to establish a technical basis for this rulemaking does not support the issuance of 
a proposed rule, the NRC will issue a document in the Federal Register that addresses why 
your requested rulemaking changes were not adopted by the NRC. 
 
NOTE:  As you are aware based upon periodic updates via telephone, this petition has 

remained open since 2002 because the PRM process, until recently, did not provide the 
NRC with a mechanism for closing a PRM docket in those cases where a PRM was not 
denied after submission of public comments.  The previous process allowed for closure 
of a PRM only upon issuance of a final rule, and the rulemaking associated with this 
PRM has remained a low priority item.  The new process permits closure of a PRM 
once a decision is made to consider the rulemaking or reject the petition. 

 
The enclosed Federal Register Notice regarding PRM-50-77 is being transmitted to the Office of 
the Federal Register for publication.  
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Publicly-available documents regarding PRM-50-77, including the public comment received, can 
be found at http://www.regulations.gov by searching on rulemaking docket ID NRC-2002-0020.  
With this action, the NRC closes the docket for PRM-50-77. 
 
Thank you for your interest in improving nuclear regulations. 
 
  Sincerely, 

 
/RA/ 
 
Bruce S. Mallett 
Acting Executive Director  
   for Operations 

 
Enclosure:  
Federal Register Notice
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