January 5, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO: William D. Reckley, Branch Chief
Rulemaking, Guidance and Advanced Reactors Branch
Division of New Reactor Licensing
Office of New Reactors

FROM: Ram Subbaratnam, Project Manager /RA/
Rulemaking, Guidance and Advanced Reactors Branch
Division of New Reactor Licensing
Office of New Reactors

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF DECEMBER 18, 2008, PUBLIC MEETING — SHEAR
WAVE VELOCITY IN ENGINEERED BACKFILL MATERIAL UNDER
CATEGORY | STRUCTURES FOR DESIGN CERTIFICATION AND
COMBINED OPERATING LICENSE APPLICANTS

On December 18, 2008, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff held a Category 2 public
meeting at the NRC Headquarters in Rockville, Maryland to solicit information from the industry
experts on the subject of Shear Wave Velocity (SWV) in engineered backfill under Category |
structures. The objective of the meeting was to evolve a suitable language acceptable to staff
for confirmatory SWV inspections, tests, analyses, and acceptance criteria (ITAAC). The
Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) and other subject experts presented material that covered the
subject (see meeting agenda, Agencywide Documents Access and Management System
Accession No. ML083250383). A list of attendees is attached.

Handouts that were provided to the participants in the workshop are included in this meeting
summary. The staff was in general agreement with the subject matter presented by the
Industry/NEI; however, the staff and the industry agreed that the SWV ITAAC language as
proposed may need some revision. After compiling all the comments that were discussed during
meeting, a revision to the language to the proposed SWV ITAAC will be forthcoming.
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